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READER. 


© HOUGH the Character 
of Biſhop Jewel, the Au- 
thor of the following 
piece, be ſo well known 
to the Learned World, as to make it 
altogether needleſs to give any Ac- - 
count of Him here; it may not be 
improper to acquaint the Engliſh Rea- 
der with the Time when this Excellent 
Work was firſt publiſh'd, and the Cir- 
A 3 cumſtances 
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vi The Preface. 


cumſtances which ocealion'd the Writ 
of it. 


„Not many Years W's, our Separa- 


"i from the Church of Rome, and 
before the Happy Reformation of Ke⸗ 
ligion could be thoroughly Eſtabfiſſud 


in Theſe Nations, the Pope, finding 
his Authority every 


day more and more 
diminiſhed, —— the pretended 
Council of Trent, that under the ſpe- 
ciaus Shew of a General Council he 
might the better carry on his own 
Schemes, and put a ſtop to the grow- 
ing Hereſſ ie, which was the Term He 
and his Adherents gave the Proteſtant 
Religion. Here it is hardly to be 
imagin'd what Arts were uſed to hin- 


der the Endeavours of the Pious and 


Learned Reformers, what ſtrange Miſ- 
repreſentations: were made both of the 
Doctrine and Manners of all who diſ- 
ſented from the Church 077 Rome; but 
the Chief of their Malice was aimed 
at the Church of England; which they 
law likely « to be conſtituted after ſuch 


et ter. „ 
a 
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2 Model, bog” pon eſtabliſhed . 
giye them. the greateſt Unealineſs,, and 

be the — Bulwark againſt Their 
Enerpachments. And, — ag the 
beavieſt Load of Scandal fell upon the 
Church of England, ITbey of That 
Communion thought it principally cheir 
Concern. to vindicate themſelves from 
thoſe falſe and injurious Aſperſions. 
For this Reaſon, Biſhop: Jewel, in be- 
half of — the reſt of his 
Ferſuaſion, drew up the following 
Apology; in which, after the moſt 
plain and clear Manner, he ſets forth 
che Whole Subſtance of the Doctrine 
taught by the Church of England, and 
| proves by Undeniable Arguments each 

; Branch of it to be exactly agreeable 
{ to the Word of God; and then he 
proceeds to juſtifie our Separation, by 

ſhewing the many abſurd Errours- and 

corrupt Practices in the Romiſbh Church. 

This Book, met with Univerſal E- 

| ſteem and Approbation among the Pro- 
teſtants of That and all ſucceeding 

} | A 4 - Tunes; 


Vi Tbe Preface 
Times; and ſo great was the Fame of 


it, chat it was not only Read with 
Applauſe by all who underſtood the 
Original, but was thought * worthy, 
for the Advantage of all ſorts of Peo- 


ple, to be- immediately Tranſlated into 
as many Languages as were then in 


uſe in the Chriſtian World. And if 
all Proteſtaiſt Nations have been ſo fond 


of it, certainly it ought always to be 
in the Hands of the People of Eng- 
land, for whoſe ſake it was at firſt 


written; it being deſigned not only 
for a Defence of the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion in general, but of our Church i in 
a particular. 


But though the Uſefulneſs of i it muſt 
be allowed, yet it may be objected 
to Me, that I need not have been at 
the Trouble of a freſh Tranſlation, 
ſince , it has been already more than 
once publiſh'd i in our "pe Abs Thoſe 


| who make this Objection may perhaps | 


grant that my Pains have not 
wholly nn if they conſider 
oy 


.. The: "PI zi 
that the Old Tranſlations are now be- 


come ſo obſcure, by reaſon of the Va- 
riableneſs of our Lan that the 
Engliſh Reader, for whoſe ſake. this 
is intended, cannot be much benefited 


by them; "and that” the later Tranſla- 


tion is now ſo ſcarce, as hardly to be 
met with. This indeed I might have 
Re printed, but I rather choſe to make 
a New Tranſlation; not that I pretend 
to out- do what bas been kn done, 
but that I may with the greater Con- 
fidence aſſure t 
fulneſs of the Verſion. | 

It may be further objected, chat 1 
have not choſe a very proper time; 
for what Occaſion have we at this time 
of day for a Defence of the Church 
of England, wrote ſo many Years ago, 
only againſt the Rowan Catholi is 
when we are not under any the leaſt 
Apprehenſion of Danger from Popery ; 
but rather, if there be any, as many 
Good Men are apt to fear, from the 
ſeyeral Sefts of thoſe who Diſſent from 


us; 


Reader of the Faich- 


X * Prefice. 
"ws; by ſome of whom our Church ! is 
eee, and ſlyly undermined 
s who endeavour to, creep into 
* Boſom, that they may lie warm 
there, till they have a convenient Op- 
"4 to ſting Her, 
"Firſt, "Notwithſtanding we are at 
pile in no Danger from Popery, 
yet whoever conſiders that an Antidote 
againſt Poiſon” can never be unſeaſon- 
able, will, I hope, be ealily perſwaded 
"that at all Times Mens Minds oughr 
to be confirnid till more and more in 
Soundneſs of Principles, that they may 
always be able to give an Account of 
their Religion againſt all Gainſayers, 
ſteadily embracing the Truth, nothing 
wavering, that the Enemy may not 
approach to hurt them, 
Secondly, This Book ( the Author 
of which was too True a Friend of 
the Church of England to be a Fa- 
vourer of the Exgliſb Diſſenters; as 
appears by the Oppoſition he made to 
them in * Exile; and by his Confe- 
rence 


——_ 
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rence held wah ſome of; [2 
"tis Sermon preached at St. f aus 
in which he N reprehended) 
and bravely and learnedly. Pee 
the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church againſt them, but a; little be- 
fore bis Beach) may haye. its Uſe even 
in reſpect to our Enemies the Diſſen- 
ters, by vindicaring not onely the, Pu- 
"rity of the Faith, but allo. of, the 
Order and Diſcipline which were,once 
deliver d to the Saints, and, therehy 


reconciling Peoples Minds to the Eſta - 
bliſh'd Chucch. 


For 1ft, As the Means uſed; by Art- 
ful Men to draw People off from the 
Church of England, is by repreſenting 
Her as Popilhly affected, and her Ce- 
remonies as Su rſtitions ; all impartial 
People, both ſuch as have . ſe- 
parated from us, and ſuch as are in 
any danger of being ſeduced to a Se- 


aration, may herein plainly ſee how 
late how falle, Thoſe Inſinuations are, 


and how wide a Difterence there is 
FR £ 


[Sar N Preface, | 
between the Dorines and Tenets of 
our Orthodox Church, and thoſe of 
the Church of Rome; "that We reje&t 
- Thoſe Doctrines of the Papiſts, by 
Them made Articles of Faith neceſſa-. 
ry to Salvation, which have no Cround 
or Watrant from the Holy Scriptures; 
and as well Thoſe Ceremonies which, 
though at firſt brought into the Church 
with ' a Godly 2 and Purpoſe, 
turned to Vanity and Superſtition, as 
Thoſe which crept in by an indiſcreet 
Devotion, and ſuch a Zeal as was 
without Knowledge; ; Retaining onely 
Thoſe Doctrines of Chriſtianity which 
We find Revealed to us by God, and 
Thoſe Ceremonies which are requiſi te 
towards keeping up a Decent Order 
in the. Church, and which tend to Edi- 
fication”; both which we are warran- 
ted to by St. Paul (a), Let all Things 
be done to Edifying; Let all Things be 
A an A and in Order. 


— 0 ä 2 — „9 
ou 


(a) 1 Cor. 14. 25,40, 


zdly, 


The ni Xi 
adly, We may hence obſerve, mho.c: 
e 
of the Church of Rane; N Sf - 
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ven the greateſt Blows to Popery 1 
ther the (nuch of 1 
who Diſſent from In heh One... 


tion it will be of tance to conſi- 
der what Judgment our Enemies the .. 
Papiſts have made of us Both. Io 
oppoſe their Adverſaries of the Church 
of England, they have always picked 
out the choiceſt 4 the molt rod 
Men for Learning and n * 
and if there were any fle 8 f 
Ga. 


them, (as FARES 

pion of ys Church. of: 

preſſes it) Him they. haye ſelefied. | 1 
for this Controyerſie, ( as, they did 
the famous Mr. Harding to oppoſe 
our Author) and furniſhed him n 
all the Materials they were Maſters of, 


to enable him to ſtand the Conteſt 
with us. This, I think, i iv. plain Do: _ 
monſtration that they look upon Us. to 


be Enemies n be cat, and the 
Doctrines 


4 


/ . 


X10 Th er 
Dodiines of bur Chuck to Be "ſo Well 
grounded; and fo 770 eſtahlüned, 5 8 
as tü requife” the utmòôſt of the . 
lity to fake” chen. Wherbaz 
coniſider in what wane 2 os * © 
ſenteU'the Oppoſition? given T bp * 
the Diſſefters, We dai th - 
hav” wholly heglcged it, re 

the? ſeemed inc * 70 ehebu . i 
Stubbotnneſs' and Shim, ch e et en. 
ter into an Contisberſſe Wich 
It Was indeed ci Opinien of ür Au- 
thor, chat Theſe Scenes w = at 
aul Kindle and fomented by nd other 
but P6pith Pticſts, under the Diſguiſe”! . 
of Puritattf Preactichs" But be that i 
it Will: This Neglect bf che — 2 
n alle Hor of 
Theſt two Reaſons ; Either 105 
took tlie Dillenters "for their Prien 
and ſaw that they were 11 reality 


rying o Their Wo ork Ther c fl 1 
hos "have Locked upon their oo 
with Tuch Co fon to jud | 


not wordt of heir Res 


The, P reface. \ mw A 
2255 ty Reaſons ia the right, 1 
n determine. 


not preſume 0 
it is to be wWiſh' d, — 
juſt Abhorrence of Fapery does not 
7 us into a greater Evil; — 
ing Men do not make uſe of this i- 
= —4 Popery, not only to run 
down the Ceremonies. of the Church» 
of Ka 17% hut even the Capital Ar- 
ticles, of ↄur Faith, and the Doctrine 
of the e Blelied Trinity it ſelf, becauſe 
the Fapiſts agree, with, us in it, This 
and Confirm us in the great Dodtines _ 
of our Faith, which we with Grief | 
daily, 2 inſulted with; 
Im 1 e ate OY 
in lo. ln Ten and built upon ſuck. +1 
date Pooh of of Scri Scripture, 28 mp 


1 


convince” any Man that does not ſhut 
his Eyes againſt the Truth. 

A Book therefore upon many Ac- 
counts ſo Uſeful, will 1. 1 hope, meet 
with a kind Reception, The R 
who are unacquainted with the Origi- 


3 


ties g and 4 
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nal; will "ap find our Autor A 
ments fairly: laid before them; oh 
more Learned Readers wil [ hope, | 
on that have made a Faithful Tranſ- * 
they miſs that Elegi 
of elle, for re ENTS 7 25 
juſtly celebrated. And if the 
derat ion of my ire al i in- 
cite any one, who has greater Abili- ry 
more Leiſure, © to ſet The 
Valuable. Piece in 2 Better Light, 1 
ſhall think my ae has. not t been ſl 
beſtomed. 4.47.6! .. 


& U IS. 2 — 

The Tranſlator being oblig'd to run over go 
Book zn great. Hales 1 25 Errours of the | 
Preſ,c66 js very Poſe hove efcate; „ 
be Lope the Reader will be ſo candid_as to. | 


poll and correlt them with bs Pew 
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0 has been a ATTY hon 
all Ages, from the Patriarchs - 
and Prophets, down to. Us, and 
confirmed by the Hiſtories 
of all Tow: and Places, (2) 
That Truth bas been a Stranger upon Harth, 
and that ſhe has met with many among the 
Ignorant ſort of Men who have Hated and 
Reviled her. And tho' this may perhaps ſeem 
incredible to Men who have not been 
Se in e * things, eſpecially 


— nn 
— — 
- 


bee 


—_— _—— 7 


7 0 Tertullian in Apologetico, 
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5 Slouddhedinf the 


ſince all Mankind have, ng the Didates of 
lis 1 8 Ts a 
to 


Truth; aud our pag Sr 


If, when be converſed with Men, t 


| uu n of Truth, as fitreſt to 


expreſs the whole Divine Nature : Yet We 
who have been converſant in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and have read and ſeen what happened 
to all Good Men en, in almoſt all Times, 
what befell the P 1 the Apoſtles, = 


Holy Margyrs, bimſelf, 
vo B , oh and le Ln 
=_ were perſecuted in their Life-time, only 
for Truth's | fake ©; ſee, that it is not only 
= — Xs n Thing, but that it 

ly Reveiv and 
Pad N it might ſeem much more 
wonderful — Lk, if (a) the Father 


Lyes and Enemy of all Truth, the 
ts i ſhou'd now on a ſudden c 1 


Nature, and hoping that Truth might 

{ſuppreſſed otherwiſe than by Lying, ſho 

now begin to ſecure his Dominion by other 
Arts than thoſe which he has always uſed 
from the Beginning. For there 2 fearce 
any one Time that we read of, ſince the 
Creation, either in the Infancy, or during 


the Eſtabliſhment, or at the Reformation 
'of Religion, in which Truth and Inhocence 


| jack not _ cha treated and abuſed. 


FY 
42 
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d of deer 
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TE 
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25 or an A 
ion was nothi 
a Contempt of 
4 n o God, and our Saviour 14 
when He — t the Truth, was 
eſteemed as a Cheat, an Eyil-doer's (b) 8 

the Prince of the Devils; a Se- 


ae e of che r 9120 2 and 


Glutton. Al 
Scandals were once 4 85 e 
| Fran nt Preacher and vigorous Aſſertor of the 


5 ? One while, that he was 
and FaRious Perſon, and 2 
a od up pp the People? one while 
Heretick, another à Madman? and tha 
out of pure Haughtineſs and love of Con- 
hen | be. blk ed the Law of God, 


' .and deſpiſed the Rites of their Fathers? 
= Joes not — that DA, St. Stephen, 


— ———y 


E © gel. Tacitus, Tertul. in Apologet, 92 7 
0) Jon B. 48. (e) Mat, 11. 1- of AR, 6, Epiphaniue. 


B 2 as 


v5 5 2 „ 1 1 
. Apology "of the 
5 *, » 4 4 * , * * 


it was his Duty, freely and 
immediately arraigned and condemned for a 


75 8, 5. 


- 


as foon as' he was throughly convinced of 
the Truth, and had begun of it, us: 
— 


was 
wicked 'Blaſphemer of the Law, of Moſes, of 


the Temple, and of God? Or who em be 


orant, (4) that there were once a fort of 
tures appear ridiculous, by aſſerting that they 
contained in them reg Contradictions ? 
and that the Apoſtles themſelves differed 


6 Men that took Pains to make the Holy Scrip- 


each from the other, and Pau from all the 
| reſt 2 But not to be tedious in producing 
all 'that might be alledg'd in the preſent 


Who knows not what Catumnies were (#) 
formerly. caſt upon our Fathers, the fi 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ? viz. That the 


Caſe, (for that were an endleſs 105 


were Conſpirators that held ſecret Cabals 


againſt the State, and for that reaſon uſed 
to aſſemble before it was Light? That 
they murder'd Children, eat their Fleſh, 
and, like Wild Beaſts, drank their Blood? 
Laſtly, That having put out the Candles, 
without any regard to Relation, without 
any ſenſe of Modeſty, without any Diftin- 
ction, Brothers — Siſters, Mothers and 
Sons, promiſcuotiſly committed Adultery 


- 


5 Marcian ex Tertulliem. AIs d LaBant. 
(5) Zaſebius, lib. 3. cap. 1. Tertnl. Apologe cap. 1, 2, 3, 


and 


Church. of a. 


and Inceſt > That they. well: 2, Japi 
585 gious, Atheiſtical Set, Enemies 
ankind, not fit to Live and Enjoy. i 
Common Benefit of Light 95 c * VE 
Theſe were the ſcandalous ame ' 
| det were at that FP 1 pony 


of the ;Colpeh a: Nee © were content 30 
known by Then Uniyerſall) ee b 
deſpiſed NEE of Chriſtiqns, tho 
theſe Stories were falſe, yet the Ir gai 
his Ends, if he could at leaſt; cauſe t 
to be believed, "7 the Chriſtians to 
lickly hated, i generally. - erſecute 
ereupon, Kings rinces, ..induced x 
Inſinuations of his Aol Fu all the Prox 
phets to Death 3 condemed | Elais to be 
aw'd in Por en to be ſtoned, Daniel 
to be devoured 7 HO, Amos to be broken 
with. an lron Bar, y..th 


die by t 
Sword, Chriſt to be 2 all Chriſtians 
in general to be impriſoned, torment 
hanged on Gibhets, thrown headlong fro 


Rocks and Precipices, torn in by Wi b 
Beaſts, and burned; They ma Keen Hea 
of their 1 5 while Wing „ and" ſet hen 


on fire for their, Der and to 1 
the want of Lamps by Night, and made no 
other account of them than as the Refuſe and 
2 of the 1 This has been 


the 


8 


e ; pw" 4 i | 
Apology of the 


the Reckption which. the Authors and 
11 "the Tru ave - ever wet 
With 


feet * as 9957 as have taked 
9 fi us the Profeſſion the Goſpel of Jeſus 
il, ought" to bear it the more patiently, 
70 nd the ne Tenwent for the 
tne Cabſe; and if We now, as (z) our Fa- 
ers were before vis, for no Demierit of dur 
vn, but only 1 We teach and profeſs 
e Truth, rfectited* with malicious, 
xeproa odd, 90 ing Accuſations, 
The Cr aide 4-day 5 thar we are all 
Hereticks, that we have deplirtcd from the 
ith, 12 with new Perfuaſions and wicked 
Trips, have 4 "the Union of the 
1 | e have brought apain = 
we and fuch zs have 
e ned, and chat we go ſet up 
Bs and ſtrange Enthufiaſms, and are 
5 div 417 ig ity Aro and 
ions, 5 could never an 8 e among 
dur ſelves ; that we are 157 Be, 1. 
nike the Giants of old, make War upon Hea- 
n, and live altogether without * any rega 
to the Wor n We, they ſay, de- 
ſpiſe all go Qiohs, wil neglect virtu- 


ous: DIR we 8. 55 lorality, and re- 
vai, Juſt 1 Eqs, 


Fir ber a 


Cburch of England. © 
orR 2 Looſe to all manner of 
22 the People in all 
Licentivuſneſs ; that we make it our buſineſs 
totally to fubver = i RD, 
and to bring ings under t 
ment 5 
that we have in a tuniultuous manner deſerted | 
the Catholick C put the whele World 
in u Diſorder by our ahominable Schiſm, and 

diſturbed the Common and Quiet of the 
Church; and have now, r 
en off from the Bifhop. of Nome, as 
—— and Abiram did formerly from Moſes 
and Auron; that we have made light of the 
— of 3 — Ancient 
un ve 7 preſumptuouſly 
— the Old Ceremonies approved of by 
athers and Forefathers he” many Ages, 
when both Men and Times were better 3 and 
* own private Determination, without 
authority of any General Council, have 
introduced new Ceremonies into the Church; 
and 1aftly, have done all theſe things, not 
for the fake of Religion, but out of the love 
of Contention : But that They, ſor Their 
parts, have made e but Ws 
Ages, to this very Da 
— Things which were 
Apoſtles, and n of by _ 


cient Fathers. 
And that they might 


rely upon private Slander, whiſper' 


jw 


re 


in Corners, to render us odious, the Biſhops 
of Rome have ſuborned Mien eloquent and not 
unlearned, to Jend Aſſiſtance to the ſinking 
Quſe, and ſupport it with Books and long 
Orations 1 when it was eleganthy | 


-copioully ſet off, unskilful Men might be indu- 
!c6d to think there was ſomething in it. They 


:faw their Cauſe every-where decline. their 
Artiſices no lay d open; and leſs eſteem d 
their Strang - holds grow daily weaker, and 
their Cauſe to ſtand in the utmoſt need of 
ſome to Patronize and Defend it. Now, as 
For Thoſe Things which they have alledg d 
Agalnſt us, part of them are manifeſtly falſe, 
and condemned as ſuch in the Judgment of 
the very Authors of them ; part of them, 
"tho" they are falſe too, yet bear ſome ſhew 
and colour of Truth, and an inconſiderate 
Reader {eſpecially if they are backed with a 
fine artificial Speech) may unawares be over- 
come and led into an Error by them ; but 
the reſt of them are ſuch as we ought not to 
de aſhamed of as Crimes, but rather proud 
to acknowledge as well and wiſely done. 
For, in ſhort, the Truth is, they are ſo pre- 
judiced to us, and all that belongs to us, that 
they do not ſtick to find fault with even thoſe 
things which they themſelves cannot deny 
to be well and arderly done; and, as if it 
were not poſſible for us to do any thing as 
we ought to do, not à Word or Action of 


cours eicapes their Cenlure. There 
iy 1 Ve 


Church of Eggland. 9 
| to work worg.openly and fily, 
Wy = to hav dealt ingly. 
But now, without any, reſp 
Ingenuity, or Chtiſtiantgy. Ther. 
their lurking , Holes, icraftaly aſſault. us 
'Falſhoods, and abuſe the, Blindneſs and Folly 
of the People, together, with: the Jenamage 
Lol Princes, to 7 15 of 95 — 

I [ IS 1s Mer 
1 Se of Yen who ly, . 


upon the Stupidity of; an un 
tude, and Dar Darkneſs, „ 
Lhe and who, 28 St, g. Jen dn 
ty age again | the cleareſt os 
f 2 We, God be\thanked,, * Bab. A 
\ Cauſe, as; Feat Enemies neyer ſo Inveterate, 
they can ſay nothing againſt, which may not 
be wreſted, . — Fla. Fathers, Pro- 

phets, Ap erer, St. Paul, 08 even 
(Chriſt, ee adi dr t. 

Nay, therefore, if they may be, Allowed 
to ſummon up all their Wit and Eloquenee 
to abuſe us, ſure, we need not be aſhamed to 
anſwer truly in ſ0; god a U. 20 Gurs. 
For they that can calmly hear Themſelves 
and _ Cauſe, faiſly _ baſely ſlander d, 
(eſpecially. When the, Majeſty. of Cod and 
Religion are concerned) are no better than 
Heathens, and Encouragers of Atheiſm and 
Blaſphemy. For tho” a Modeſt Man and a 
Chriſtian may put up other Inj juries, and great 


a oo; ye he that, nume d ein cr 


a0 T5. ele) of abe 
bir rund of Hetelle, is one ad 
would not allow to be Chriſtians. We 


Will now do ————ů— — 
5 om of Nature calls u 


CAriſh HinaſelF in the Me Cale r did. 
that is, Retort their Accuſations, and mo- 
— and faithfülly 


war Inhocenee. For Chriſt when be ws 
"ES! . 22 


A e A os eng . 2 
ei; e 


bob nie... Aud St. Paid Anfwer, w 
. 55 — 
a hn; am not e 
Fus bar ſpeak forth the words of truth and 
obern And the Primitive Chriſt 
wien they were repreſented to the People as 
Murderers, Adulterers, Inceſtuous Perſe 
and 8 of the Commonwealth, and 
to ee ry vin bor — (bur 
to e — 
eſpecially if they ſeemed to be Ment, and in 
 -@ manner to confeſs: the Crime,) left that 
- ſhould” hinder the —— 2 of the Goſpel, 
a the „ put up Petitions, 
ore * 2 Frings that they 
— rblick Ky Get themſe]ves and their 


i* a#% 2 e — — 134 , #4 44.3 . 
65 John 8. 49. (0 Acts 26, 25; 1 * 
* 4c) ee OW fe aliique, 


2585 But 


Cbarch of Boland) 1 


paſt, ſo ny Thouſand: Ny gs 


teſted und deſended; 
Thing it elf” lainly 
leſs been ably 2 


erors, by ſo many Ki 
— all 9 fem bo 
Earth, and noty at laſt brought evewinto 
might ſüfficiemly prove to | 
Une fehlte for-as, looks do i 
ton on them and their Endeavours x and thut 
the. ftrength of Truth is ſuch, that neithet 
the Power of Man, nor the Gates 228 
ever be able to prevail againſt it. For ſo many 
| a — j — — | 
ſhemlelves from the Church of Rome, and 


Z = 


* 


. 
24 


+ 


Aained«theroſelves o a Golpe of 
Gu ere certainly not Mad. Nen 
ban tho. the Popes have never yet haſt 
Leiſuee iferioully.;and diligently to conſider 
of theſe Manor, of or if po are now taken 
a en an and bebe and fark as 
ought not to be concern d 
— — uſe. ſeem tlie worſe on this 
amount; Or if they do ſee, but will not, 
and: aather Oppoſe the Truth 9 they 
cannot hut K wggtvge z mu dere fore 
be; immediately. taken for 2 who 
canner be brought to -comply;.with them? 
8 ope. Pina) nd, really been the 
| dont it Jay v that be wou d appear 
to. be, but, if he. had been one that had 
cemed- 8 either 28 his Brethren, or in- 
gas Men) he would have weighed our 
1 and diligently conſidet d what might 
faid-. for us, as well as againſt us; and 
not ſo raſhly, out of a blind Pre; . hore 
great part, of the Worid, fo 
any: Learned: and Pious, Men, ſo many 
bs erty he Inc pended x Come, 
˖ wo ed à 
Meas th Bi, heard, or having Jibexty. i9 
their ſe. 

„ N ere 
publickly Ligmarized. by him, we ſhould, by | 


r 2 af CF — unn Arr. An ? 1733 * 
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ſworn and to maintain his Au- 
thority, (for That we were too well expe- 
ene d of in the laſt Council of Trent, 
where the Ambaſſadors of the German Princes 
and Free Cities, and the Divines, were ut- 
terly excluded every ing: Nor can we 
forget” that Julius the Third, ten Tears 
ago, took-ſtri& Care, in his Ordinance, that 
none of our Men ſhould be heard in Council, 
unleſs there ſhould © chanee to be ont who 
would make a Recantatiom, and change his 
Opinion.) For that reaſon, chiefly; we 
have thought fit to give an Account of our 
Faith in Writing, and truly and publickly 
to Anſwer to thoſe Things which are | 
| lickly Objected againſt us ; that all the World 
may ſee the Root and Branches of that 
Doctrine, for which ſo many good Men 
have lay'd down their Lives; and that every 
Body may at length underſtand what fort of 
Men they are, and what are their Sentiments 
of God and Religion, whom the Biſhop of 
Rome, before ever they were call d to plead 
their Cauſe, inconſiderately enough, without 
Preſident, without Right, condemned ſor 
Hlereticks, only becauſe he had heard they 
differ d from him and his in ſome Points of 
Religion. 5 And 


- Y n _ _ PR a 
r — * — a ls — 2 * 
— 2 — l , —_ N 8 * 


n nn 
„„ — — „ 
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Aud tho St. four e | 
patient under the Suſpicion lors e 
* will plead aur Cauſe weithen ducerly 
ngly z nur will we e | 
— : * thot ke ought ngt to be 
counted 4 Hailer ot a Scoffer wha ba dell the 
Truth. That fort: of Eloquenes we Lear 
leave to our Aduerfarles, who thick, — 
ever they {ay àgainſt us, tho; it be with 
never · ſo- much Bitterneſs ok qe ag 
en 3 ; 
true — their 2 
Theſe Artifices are of no Ul do us who 


modeſtly and properly! 
ther it 


defend the Tun. 


But if we male it appear that hat the Holy 
e the Fri- 


and 3 Catholick mel to = 


vue do it not obſcurely or craftily, but with 


a goad Conſcience before God, truly, inge- 


— Shady, and plainly : if thoſe very 
Men who ſhun our Doctrine, and would be 

called Catholicks, ſhall plaivly ſee themſelves 
diveſted of all thoſe: Titles of Antiquity they 


ſo much gloried in, and that there! is more 


Force in our Cauſe: than they were aware 
of: We hope there will be none of them 
that have ſo little | Concern for their Salyd- 
tion, as not to begin at length to conſider 
* Side they had beſt betake thert- 


"S 


Innovators, ani to condemn them for 
2 and Factiaous Perfons, For Chriſt was 


. P 
(8) 1 indeed ( ſays he) after the way which 
they call Hereſie, worſhip the Gad of my Fathers, 
1 2 all things winch are ne. in the 
and the A igen 


. . L g 
8 g . + T3 $f 
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(9) John 1. 1. c wy | 


of obo 


"In ſhort; "All that Religion whith Chriſtians' 

at this da 'profeſs, was (a) inthe firft Ages,by 
the Gontiles, called a Se& and Hereſie. Wit 

ſuch Words as theſe they always filled the 

Ears of Princes; that when they, out of Pre- 

judice, hated us, and took whatever was ſaid 

us for Fadion and Hereſie, they might be 

- led afide fromthe Thing it ſelf and "he Know-' ** 

= ledge of the Cauſe. But the more grievous 1 

= an the Crime is, by ſo much the "op 
| | — ng and clear Arguments ought it to 
be proved z eſpecially at this time, when Men 

have begun to have leſs Faith in their Oracles, 

| and to enquire more ſtrictly into their Doctrine 

| than they are wont to do, For the People 
of God are otherwiſe inſtructed now. Foe! 

they were formerly, when all the Popes 

; > 


A 

| Dictates went for Goſpel, and all Religion 

if | (b) Holy Scriptures, the Writings of the 
| 


depended only on their Authority. 
Apoftles and Prophets, are now ex 
— which, both all Truth and the — 
lick Dogtine may be proved, and all Herefic- 
oonfuted. | 
When they produce none of theſe, that 
. we ſhould nevertheleſs be called Hereticks, 
1 who have fallen off neither from Chriſt, the 


| | Apoſtles,nor Prophets, is wrong,and vety hard. 
[|| With this Sword did Chriſt drive away the. 


3 


'F ** — —— 


(a) Tertul. in Anger. (5) Tim. 3. 12. | 
1 — Devil, 


— 


| Chitch of Ed | Sh | 


Devil, when he was tempted 12 him; wu 
theſe Weapons (4) is ng to be 
caft down that 2 ag ainſt 6 all 


ſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, 

3 or Reproof, for Currefti ruftion in 

K tp ch ; bh the Man of God may be 

4 5 N rniſbed wato all Good or kr. 

| us the H H N never uſed any go 

pow op * Hans, bur thole - 
pture. 


(e 
ted with Peti 
* not theſe Words be heard between us, 
« Thus I ſay, or, Thus you ſay ; but let 
« us rather ſay, Thus ſaith 855 Lord + 
There let us ſeek" the ch; by that 
let us examin our Cauſe,” "And St. "Thou 
ſays, © All thoſe Thin > ch, without 
« the Teſtimony of t e Scriptures, are 


« aſſerted as delivered by the Apel . 


« .yanquiſh'd' the Sword of God. And 
It Ambroſe's Advice to Gratianus the 


(d 
„ was, Search the Seriptures; let 


Em 
the Apoſtles. 
Ghides: - For the Catholick Fathers and 


Biſhops of that Time did not doubt but our 
. ny Rl proved out of 


4) Abe 10 g. 0 1 7 16. 17 | 
e) De Unit ate Eccleſ. c. 3. Lam Sententis babetur 
4 Maziminun, Arianwram Epiſcepum, & 3. 
(4) * 14 in primum cap. Ac cei. 


Scripture (ſays () St. Paul ) is given by In- 


Prophets, and Chriſt be your 


18 The Apology of ube 
_ the Holy Scriptires :: nor dic they ever dare 
to account any Man an Heretick, whoſe 
Error they could not plainly and clearly 
prove out of thoſe very Scriptures We 


deed,” that we may Anſwer in the Words of 
St, Paul, (a) After the way that they cal! 
Hereſie, worſhip the God and Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt. Believing all things which 
are written in the l the * or 


W 
| Wherefore, if We aro Herbtick and They 
] a, (a they would be: called Catholicks, 


Why do not they do thatwhich they ſee the 
Eothers and Oatholick Men have always done? 
| 5 do not they corivince us out of the 

ay No criptures'?, Why do they not try us 

mr? Why do not they war ny a | 
” we have departed from Chriſt, the 
phets, Apoſtles, and Holy Fathers? What 
do they ſtick at? What are they afraid of > 
It is the Cauſe of God. Why do they ſcru- 
ple to truſt it to the Word of God? But 
if We are Hereticks, who refer all our Con- 
troverſies to the Holy Scriptures, and »who 
appeal to Thoſe very Words which we know 
to have the Sal God, and prefer them to 
all things whatſoever "that can be invent - 
ed by Men; what ſort of Men are They, or 
_ can we at length call them, who are 
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Church of England, 19 
afraid to be tried by the Holy Scriptures, that 
zs, by God: himſelf, and have more Regard 
= to their own Dreams and Nonſenſical Com- 
ments than to Them; and for the fake of 
= their own Traditions, have for ſore Ages 
broke through the Inſtitutions of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles? There goes a Story of Sopho- 
oles the Tragick Poet, that, when in his Od 
Age, he was begg d by his own Sons for a 
Fool and a Madman, as one that unadviſedly 
ſquandered away the Eſtate of his Family, 
and ſeemed to want ſomebody to take Care 


of God, have thought that it could not be ab- 

ſurd or unprofitable, if we openly and freely 
lay down the Faith wherein we ſtand; and all 
the Hope we have in Chriſt Jefuzg that 
all Men may ſee what are our Sentiments of 
every part of the Chraſtian Religion, and/may 
themſelves determine, whether that Faith 
which they ſhall ſee confirmed by the Words 
of Chriſt, the * of the Apoſtles, = 
+: #28 2 Teſti- 


— 


20 The Apology of tbe 
Teſtimonies of the Catholick Fathers, and the 
Examples of many Ages, be only the Extra- 


_ vagant Notion of Madmen, an the Conſpi- 


racy of Hereticks. | 
e Believe therefore, that there is ſome 
One Nature and Divine Eſſence, which we 
call God} and that this is divided into Three 
Equal Perſons, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, of the ſame Power, Majeſty, 
Eternity, Divinity, and Subſtance; and al- 
though theſe Three Perſons are ſo Diſtinct, 
that neither the Father is Son, nor the Son 
Holy Ghoſt, or Father 4 that Theſe, neverthe- 
leſs, are One God, and that He Alone crea- 


ted the Heaven and the Earth, and all that 


therein is. | BE 
Me Believe, that Jeſus Chriſt, the OnelySon 
of the Eternal Father, did, as it was decreed 
before all Beginnings, when the Fulneſs of 
Time came, take upon him Fleſh, and all 


the Humane Nature of that Bleſſed and Pure 


Virgin, that he might Reveal to Men the 
ſecret and hidden Will of his Father, which 
had lain conceal'd from Ages and Genera- 
tions; and that he might in a Humane Body 
perform the Myſtery of our Redemption, and 
Nail to his Croſs our Sins, and the Hand- 
writing that was again us. | 

We believe, that He being, for our. ſakes, 
Dead and Buried, Deſcended into Hell; the 


Third Day, by Divine Power, Roſe again from 
the Dead, after Forty Days, whilſt his —_—_— 


Church of England. 21 


looked on, Aſcended -into Heaven, that he 


that very Body in which he was Born, Lived, 


0 


was 4 and underwent the 


moſt Exquiſite Tormenta, and Bitter kind of 


might ll ol! things; and that he (4) placed 


Death, in which he Aroſe, and Aſcended to 


the Right Hand of his Father, in Majeſty and 


Gloy, (b);4bove all Principality, Power, Might 


Dominion, and every Name that is named, 
not only in This World, but in That which is 
to cone. That he now fits there, and will do, 


(e) wntil the Times of Reſtitution of all things. 


And although the Majeſty and Divinity of 


Body (as (d) St. Auguſtin ſays) can be but 
in One Place: That Chriſt Glorified his 
Body, but took not from it the Natute of a 


Body: and that Chriſt is not ſo to be IP 
ed to be God, as that we may deny him to 


Man: and that (as (e) Filius Martyr ſays 
Chriſt has leſt us in his — — Nature, = 


Chriſt is every-where diffuſed; yet, that his 


. 
— 


not in his Divine ; and that (F) When he n 


Abſent from 


at of a God. Sls 1 
From thence, we Believe that Chriſt will 
Return to execute publick Judgment on thoſe 
he ſhall then find Alive, and on the Dead. 


— 


2) Ap . 0 0) E E.. 
80 Acts 3421. c 5 nal — 1970 
{ Ad Dardan, (F) Fulgentins ad Regem Tbr aſpmundum. 
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us, under the Form of a Servant, 
pet he is always Preſent with us, under 
4 
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22 The Apology of the 
We Believe the Holy Ohoſt, who is che 
Third Perſon in the Sacred Trinity, to be vory 
God; not Made, nor Created, nor Begotten, 
but Proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
by ſome Means Unlenown to Men, and Inex- 

_—_— that it is drs Work to ſoften-rhe 

dries of Mens Hearts, when by the 
wholſom preaching of the "Goſpel, or ſome 
other Means, he is receiv d into their 
Breuſts: To Eulighten their Minds, and 
bring them to the Knowledge of God, into 
every Way of Truth, to Newneſs of Life, 
and Hope bf Everlaſting Salvation: 

We Believe that there is One Church of 
Sod, and That not as formerly amongſt 
the Few, limited to ſome one Corner or 
Kingdom 5 but that it is Qatholick and 
Uniwverfal, and fpread over the Face of the 
Whole Earth; that there is now no Nat ion 
which can juſtly complain that it is excluded, 
and cannot belong tò the Chureh and People 
of God: That That Church is the Kingdom, 
the Body, the Spouſe of Chriſt : That Chriſt 
is the only Prince of that Kingdom, the 
only Head of that Body, the only Bridegroom 
of 'tliat Spouſe. That there are ſeveral 
Orders of Miniſters in the Church ; "ſore 
Deacons, ſome Prieſts, ſome Biſhops ; to 
Whom the Inſtruction of the People, and 
the Care and the Adminiſtration of Religious 
Affairs is committed z; nevertheleſs, that no 
One Man is, nor can be, the r 
. N a f 0 * of 
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„with his Church, 2 no 


—_— reſt had the very ſame C 


Cburch of England. 
of All For Chriſt himſelf is alas "7 


Subſtitute to Whom his full 7 
ſhould be Delegated: and ah 5. 4 ® 


be no Man that can even comprehet 


R that is, all he, Parts of 
the Aba much lels can put it 
in Order, and tightly,| apd conveniently 
Goyern it. That the Apoſtles 7 — 1 
brian ſays) were; all Equal in . 12 


that St. Peter had: That it 1 equally { 105 
to them All, Feed my Hlock; to All, 
Je into all the World's; to Il, Fresch 5 
Gelpel. And (as () St. Jeram ſays. ) All 
Bihops, whereſoever they ; aber ge 
HEM pea — Pare hore 

ve thority, e; the ſame Pri 
ade. And (ſays: St. Gurien) the Ofty 


is one, the whole .of Which 1 
be every particul cular Biſhop. 
18 1 the 


— _ the. Bil of 3 who 
now takes all upon himſelf, unleſs he Per- 
forms his Duty, unleſs he Alminiſters the 
3 aalen be Inſtructs the People, 


0 be Sinplicitae 7 Nel, O Ad Euagrium. 


24 The OY oof” the 


| Admoniſhes, and Teaches,” ought not only 
to be reckon'd no Biſhop, but even no 
Prieſt. For the Title of Biſhop (as St. A- 
2 ſays) implies Buſineſs to be done, and 
not only Honour to be received: 80 that he 
- muſt own himſcif to be no . 
would onely have the Command, 
not the Duty; but there neither bie — 
amy Man livi enn be Head of the Church, 
: Wal Univerſal Biſhop, any more than he 
can be the Bridegroom; the Light, the Sal- 
_ the * ot * —— theſe 
riviieges 2a itles proper iy to, 
and are conſiſtent with Chriſt alone. Nor did | 
ever eng of Rome dare to preſume to 
tale ſo ſtately a Title upon him, before PBœ⁹- 
ca, the Emperor's time, (who, we know, im- 
Tonk y made his way to the Empire, by the 
r ver pf bop Sovereign Mauritizs the Em- 
which was about the Six hundred 
and d thirteco * — Chriſt's 5 
the Counci rthage very w 
Oo Y provided, that no Biſhop Nou be Aiiled 
Supreme Biſhop, - or Chief Prieſt, Since 
„ the Bilbop of Rome will now be 
called nothing leſs, and - aſſumes more Au- 
— than belongs to him; ſince he acts 
__ oe the e Falle and their 
oe will believe. bis. own 
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Friend ( n X 

an — has ious, - and 
ON Antichriſtian Title — ks ; of Pride, 
he is Lucifer, who is not content to be 
Equal with his Brethren; z has renouno d 


the Faith, and is the * | 


chriſt. n eee 
We farther hold unt A Miniſter ought : 
be Lawfully Called, and and 2 
Preferred — Office in the 8 


—— 
and that no Man has — to 


him the Office of the Holy'| iſtry 
own Pleaſure. Wherefore 


the Congregation and Communion of the 
8 Faithful,” ſuch as have, by auf notorious 


1 2 


* (0) Gregarine, lib. 4. exit. 15, ee, 
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26 Tue Apology of «tbe 
and iſcandalous Crime, given Offence to their 
Brethren, and in ſome fort Alienated them- 
ſelyts from the Society of the Church, and the 
| ody of Chriſt. 1 But we ſay, that he exerciſes 
the Power of Binding and Shutting; as often 
iss he ſnuts:the Gate of the Kingdom of Hea- 

ven againſt the Faithleſs and Stubborn, and 
threatens: them with the Vengeance of God, 
and Eternal (Puniſhment ; or by Publick Ex- 
communication, diives them out of the Boſom 


* 


of the Church And God doth ſo well Ap- 
prove of whatſoever his Miniſters) Determine 
after this Mabner, that whatſoever is by their 
Means Looled or Bound on Earth, the ſame 
will He Looſe and Bind, and Confirm in Hea- 
ven. But the: Keys that can Open and Shut the 
.Kingdom:of Heaven, We, with St. Chryſoſtom, 
call the Knowledge of the Scriptures; with 
Tertillian, the Interpretation of the Law; 
with Euſebius, the Word of God. And we 
lay, that the Diſciples of Chriſt received this 
Muthority, not that they might hear the 
Private Confeſſions of the People, or liſten 
0 their Whiſpers, as all the Common. Prieſts 
No- a- days do, and do it after ſuch. a Man- 
ner, as if the Whole Power and Uſe of the 
Keys conſiſted in that but that they might 
o, that they might Teach, that they might 
; Preach abe Goſpel, that they might be & ſmect 
: favour of Life unto Life, to Them that Believs; 
unto Unbelievers and Infidels, à ſauour f 
Death unto Death ; that the Minds of Pious 


Chareb of Bogland. 2 


Perſons 


truck withaſenſevf heir puſt 
Life; 1 Errors, after they es 
L 


t R the Light of tiie Ooſpol, 
— Chriſt, might be opened by the 
Word ef God, as a Door with a Ney: But 
chat the Impious-and Stubborn, and ſuch as 
would not Believe and Return to the — 
ow — pk as it were, re LOR! 
ys, 
2 Rae e . is 
me meaning of the Keys; and that it ãs aſter 
This Manner that 12 Conſeionces are 
vpened and ſhut. We lay itliat the Prieſt is 
imlerd ac udge in This Caſe, Sut that be 
has 0 ighr'!to' clatm any ity; 
60 2 : And therefore 


2 5 
— in Fezching;* in theſe Words, 


c) Mo unto ye, ſays he, Seribes and 
2 Oe — 2 e 


go on, 46 ( 


ut tbe Mi 
— . ov 8 
to Se of God is 4 va, be the 


Word uf the Goſpel, and the Interpretation 
of the Law and the Seriptures ; where the 
Word is not, there e Deny the Rey to be: 
And ſince Word is given to us All, anü 
we All hve « one Key * that the 
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of his 
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„ hom. 1 1. , 
Cap- 5. In monodia ſus ſuper 
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own Father, 


as St. Paul fays,"(a) Th: Dotrinzof D 


| „ 
that he ſaw many dae why Po. 1 oF wary] 


4 Man, or the Suages 
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Marriage does 

rather the More capable of 

in the Service of the Miniſtry. 
That Law which deprives Men, 


their Liberty in This Caſe, 
them, their Will; to a "Sing 


and that from thence, as the Biſhop ys - 
Faber, Abbas Panormit anus, — gre 


the Tripartite Work which is annexed 


the Second —— 
others of the Pope 


very thing itſelf, . H 
3 an incredible Err 


be Fotbid-Marridaw but Many More, and 
much more Weighty ones, why they ſhould 


We Receive Receive and Embrace all the Canonical 
Scriptures both of the Old and New Teſta- 


be Allowed it. 


ment. And we Thank God that he has 


raiſed us up a Light, which we might ever 


have before our myers. = (by the e 


1 — v' — n 
WH 1 Tim, 4. 1, 3. O Plotina. in Fij adi. Vita 


\ ; be 


/ 


* N a 
be led into: Errors and: Faiſhoods We de- 
dare them tu be the Voice from Heaven, - 
8 makes known his Will to- us ; 

in them alnne Men can find Ref unta 
—— and. Cyril five taught 
n St. mn, and Cyril have taught 
us am fully dmprehended all things necef- 
- fary- t Jalvatiom 3 that ey are te () 
Power” of God! nnto Salvation ; the Founda- 
tiom of. the Apaſſles and Prophets, on which 
the Church of God is buily; that They are 
the maſt ſure Rule by which we may T 
whether it Wavers or Errs, and to which all 
Ecclefaſtical Duſt tine ought to be accountable 
thatiagainſt tham no Law, Ordinance, or Cu- 
ſtom whatſoever ought to be heard ; nay, tho? 
St. Pazi himſelf, on an ( Agel from Heaven, 
ſhould come and preuaſ any other Goſpels, © 
We Receive the Sacraments of the Church, 
that is ta ſay, certain ſacred Signs and Ceres: 
monies, which Chriſt hag commanded us to 
uſe, that by Them, he might ſer forth unto. 
us the Myſteries of our Salvation, more 
ſtrongly: confirm- the» Faith which we have 
in his Blood, and ſeal his Grace in our 
Hearts. & 4 es . ea 2 
Origen, St. Ambroſe, St. 4nuguſttn, St. Ferom, 
St. Chryſoftom, St. Baſil, Diomyſiun, and the reſt 
of the Catholick Fathers, call Figures, Signs, 


* (a) Rom. 1. 16. * 8 f (50 Gal. i, Be 


| Badges, 


Nor do we ſcruple to 450 2 
them, that theſe are certain viſible W 75 
Seals of Juſtice,” Tokens of Grace. 
we do expreſly declare, that be Body and 
Blood of our Lord are verily and indeed 
given to the Faithful, in tbe Lord's Supper; 
the Fleſh of the Son of God Quickning our 
Souls, Meat from Heaven, the Food of Im- 
mortality, Grace, Truth, and Life; / and 
that it is the Communion of the Bod: _ 
Blood of Chriſt, by Partaking of whi e 
are Quickned, Strengrhned, and Fed mes 
Immortality, and by which we art Joyned, 
United and Incorporated with Chriſt, Um j 
we may Aide in Him, and Ie in u. 
Wn further Acknow _ there are 
Sacraments, properly ſo called ; Bepti/m, 
and. the "of the Lord." For oma 
we fee delivered to us, and hallowed: by 
Chriſt. and approv'd of by the Ancient ok 
thers. St. Ambroſe and St. | 
And that Baptiſm is the — of | 
the Remiſſion of Sins, of that Waſbing which 
we have in Chriſt's Blood ; and that it is not 
to be denied to any Body that in pred 
the Name of Chriſty not even to the Infants 
of Chriſtians, foraſmuch as they are Born in 


Sin, and do belong to the People of God. > 
We 


ah pe Reo we ho» oy, no ——— 
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that we may zive Thanks fur his Death, an 


ſelves, and publickly declare and t 
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Sign of the Body 


ſurrection, and whatſoever he did in the 
Fleſh, is, in a manner, ſet before our Eyes 12 


our Salvation; and, by the Frequent Receiving 
of the Sacraments, may continue a Lively 
ſenſe of it in our Minds ; that we may be 
Nouriſhed with the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, unto the Hope of a Reſurre&ion and 
Eternal Life; and may moſt aſſuredly 


Believe that * Souls are ſed with the 


Body and Blood of Chriſt, 'as our Bodies 
are with the Bread and Wine, That to 
this Feaſt the People ſhould be Invited, 
that they may Communicate pm: pre "1 
the Society that is among them, and the 
Hope which they have in Chriſt Jeſus: 2 There» 


fore, ſuch as would only Look on, and refuſe - 


to Partake of the Holy. Communion, () the 
Ancient Fathers, and Romiſh Biſhops in the 


Primitive Church, before there was any 


ſuch Thing as Private Maſs, Excommunica - 
ted as Heathens, and Repr obates. Not Was 


there any Chriſtian at ae Time who Com- 


municated alone, whilſt 188 Looked ws 


— c 


@) ane. ad Epkeſ. Ser. 3: de Cy Diſt. 1. 2 
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And ſo (a) Calixtus formerly Decreed, that 
after the Conſecration, all ſhoùld Qommuni- 
cate, unleſs they had rather keep without 
the Church-Doors : For this, ſays he, (0) 
was the Command of the Avoſtils, and the 
holy Church of Rome keeps it: And that 
the Sacrament ſhould be given 'in Both 
Kinds to all that came to the Communion z ' 
for ſo Chriſt commanded, the Apoſtles 
every-where ordained, (c) and all the An- 
cient Fathers, and Catholick Biſhops have 
followed their Example. And if any one 
does otherwiſe, he, ſays Gelaſius, is guilty 
of Sacrilege. And therefore do we now 
accuſe our Adverſaries of Impiety and Sacri- 
lege, who having quite caſt off, and forbid 
the Communion, without the Word of God, 
without the Authority of any Ancient Coun- 
cil, without any Catholick Father, without 
the Example of the Primitive Church, and 
without any Reaſon, defend their Private 
Maſſes, and the maiming of the Sacraments ; 
and do all this not only contrary to the 
expreſs Command of Chriſt, but alſo in 

Oppolition to all - Antiquity. _ 5 ol 

The Bread and Wine, we affirm to be 

Holy and Heavenly Myſteries of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt; and that in Them, 
Chriſt himſelf, the True Bread of Eternal 


— —— 


** 
— 
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(Y Diſt, 2. cap. Seculares, — (0) De Conſ Diſt. 2. Cap, 
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34 The Apology of the 


Life, is fo preſent with us, that, by Faith 


we do Verily and Indeed Take and Receive 
his Body and Blood : Not that we Believe 


the Nature of the Bread and Wine to be 


changed and to vaniſh quite away, as many 
in theſe latter Days have Dreamed, and could 
never yet agree among themſelves about it; 
for Chrift never defigned that the Wheaten 
Bread ſhould lay aſide its own Nature, and in- 
veſt itſelf with a kind of New Divinity; but 
rather, that it might change us, and, as Theo- 
Fhylad (a) words it, might Transform us into 
his Body. What can be more plain, than 
that Saying of St. Ambroſe, (b) T he Bread and- 
Wine are what they were, and yet are changed 
into ſomething elſe > Or that of (c) Gelaſius, 
Neither the Subftance of the Bread, nor the 


Nature of the Wine ceaſe to be: Or of 


(d) Theodoret, Aſter the Conſecration, the 
Myſtical Signs do not caſt off their own Na- 
ture; for they remain in their former Sub- 


ſtance, Form, and Kind. Or of St. A eln (e), 


That which you ſee, is Bread and Wine, and 
is manifeſt to the Sight's but as your Faith 
would underſtand it, the Bread is the Body of 
Chriſt, the Wine his Blood: Or of Origen (f), 

That Bread which is ſanctified by the Word 
of God, as to the Material Subſtance of it, 


| 


(4) In Foan. cap. 6. (b) De Sacra: lib. 4. cap. | c) In 
Dialog. 1, & 2. (d) 3 ad Inſantes. TH Or; 
diſt. 2. cap. manducant. (F) In Mat. 19. | . 


goeth . 
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goeth 
— ht. Or what Chriſt ſaid, not only af- 


* too of the Cup, (a) I will not drink 
any more of the Fruit of the Vine : For it is 


manifeſt, that Wine, not Blood, is the Fruit 


of the Vine. Nor yet do we ſay theſe things 
with an intent to make light of the Lord's 
Supper, as if there were nothing in it but a 
dull Ceremony, which many of our Enemies 
=- alledge againſt us. For we affirm Chriſt 
really and truly preſent in the Sacra- 
— in Baptiſm, that we ns put him on; 
in his Supper, that we may b 
rit eat him, and from his Blood and Croſs 
may have Everlaſting Life: And this we 


affirm to be done, not flightly and inef- 


ſectually, but in Truth and Reality. ON 
though we have not Chriſt actually 

our Teeth, yet we have him and cat him "by 
Faith, by 'Und nderſtanding, and Spirit. And 
that is no empty Faith, which comprehends 
Chriſt; nor that Devotion cool, that receives 
him with Underſtanding, Faith, and Spi- 
rit. For Chriſt is ſo wholly and ſatisfacto- 
rily offered and given to us in thoſe holy 
Myſteries, that we throughly know our ſelves 
to eG is Fleſb, Bone of his Bone; and 
= hs W ve in him. 


I 


SO Luke 22, 8, 


D 2 There- 


into the Belly, and is caſt out into the' 
the' Conſecration, but after the Admini- 


aith and Spi- 
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Therefore in performing theſe Holy My- 
ſteries, the People are, with good Reaſon (2), 
exhorted, before they come to the Holy Com- 
munion, to lift up their Hearts, and to direct 
their Minds to Heaven ; becauſe He is there 
from whom we muſt receive Life and Nou- 
Tiſhment. And St. Cyril tells us. that when 
we are about to receive theſe Holy Myſte- 
Ties, we muſt baniſh all groſs lmaginations. 
And the Council ot Nice, as ſome produce 
it in Greek, plainly warns us, that we do 
not meanly ſet our Affections on the Objects 
of Bread and Wine. And we, according to 
St. Jerom, liken the Body of Chriſt to a dead 
Carcaſe, and our ſelves. to Eagles; thereby 


meaning, that we muſt ſoar aloft, if we would 


approach the Body of Chriſt. For this is 
a Feaſt for Eagles, not for Jays. This Bread, 
ſays (5) St. Cyprian, is Food for the Soul, 
not for the Body. And ſays (c) St. Auguſtin, 
How ſhall I hold him who is abſent? How 
can I reach my Hand up to Heaven, and lay 
hold on him that ſitteth there? Reach 
thither thy Faith, ſays he, and thou haſt ' 
hold on hin:. 

But our Church cannot bear with this 
Buying and Selling of Maſſes, the Proceſlion, 
the Adoration of the Bread, and ſeveral 
other ſuch Follies, which are both Idolatrous 


— 


(a) De Conſec. Diſt. 1. cap. Quando, (5) De cena Do- 


and 


mini. (e) In fFoan,Trat. 50, 


— 


* A ks a 83 

Church of England. 37 
and Blaſphemous, and which cannot be pro- 
ved to have been delivered to us by Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles: And we juſtly cenſure 
the Popes of Rome, who after a new Fa- 
ſhion, without the OED of the Word 
of God, or of the Holy Fathers, without 
any Precedent, — the Perſians Fire, or 
the Relicks of It, do not only bring forth 
the Sacramental Bread to be Worſhipped and 
Adored, (a) but cauſe it to be carried be- 
fore them upon a pacing Nag, whenever 
they have a mind to take à Journey of Plea- 
ſure ; fo expoling the Sacrament of Chriſt 
as a Shew and ſolemn Sight, and rendring 
that, whereby the Death of Chriſt ought to 
be inculcated into our Hearts, and the My- 
ſteries of our Redemption celebrated with 
all Holineſs and Reverence, nothing but a 
mad Spectacle, and an idle Paſtime for the 
People. And beſides, tell, which ſometimes 
filly credulous People are ſeduced to believe, 
that They are able, by their "Maſſes, to 
beſtow upon and apply to any Man ( often- 
times to. ſuch as neither think nor appre- 
hend any thing of the Matter) all the 
Merits of Chriſt's Death; which is no leſs 
heatheniſh than filly and ridiculous. For 
it is our Faith alone that applies to us the 
Death and Croſs of Chriſt, and not the Act 


— 


(a) Libro de Ceremoniis Eceleſiæ Romana. I'M 
D 3 of 


38 The Apology of the 


of the. Prieſt : It is Faith in the Sacraments, 
ſays (4) St. Auguſtin, not the Sacraments, 
that juſtifies. And, ſays Origen, Chriſt is 
the Prieſt, the Propitiation, and the Sacri- 
fice ; which Propitiation comes to every one 
through Faith. ©) And by this means we 
- affirm, that without Faith, the Sacraments 
of Chrift are of no Benefit to the Living; 
much leſs to the Dead. (c) As for their 
Purgatory, they ſo much brag on, though we 
know it is no new Invention, yet it is but 
a filly Notion, and no other than an old Wo- 
man's Fable, 10 St. Auguſtin, indeed, once 
ſays there is ſuch a Place; one while he 
does not deny but that it may be; another 
while he makes a Doubt of it; another, he 
poſitively declares againſt it, and imputes the 
Error to a Natural Kindneſs Men have for 
their Friends deceaſed. But yet the Prieſts 
have reaped ſo plentiful a Harveſt from this 
one Error, that Maſſes being expoſed to 
Publick Sale in all Places, the Temples of 
God are again become the Seats of the Mo- 
ney-Changers; and poor deluded Wretches 
were made to think it the moſt gainful 
Merchandiſe that a Man can trade in ; as, 
indeed, it was to the Prieſts. 


ä 


— 


(a) Ad Roman. lib, 3. cap.3- (b) Auguſf. in Pſal. 85. in 
Enchiridio, cap. 6, 7. (e) De Civitate Dei, lib. 11. cap. 26. 
(d) Contra Pelagianos, lib. bipagnoticon, 3. | 
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Of the multitude of vain and empty Ce- 
remonies, we are ſenſible how grievouſly 


(a) St. Auguſtin complain'd in his Time. 


And therefore we have left off a. great ma- 
ny of them, which we knew then to be bur- 
thenſome to the Conſciences of Men, and 
the Church of God. | | 0 £1 
Nevertheleſs, we keep and eſteem not 
Thoſe which we know to, have been deli- 
vered down to us from the Apoſtles; but 


alſo ſome others, which we thought might 


, 


be allowed of without any Offence to the 


744 : Becauſe we had a mind, that in » 
oly Congregation All things might, accor 

ing to (b) St. Paul's Command, he done de- 
cently, and in order. But all ſuch as we found 
to be very ſuperſtitious, or needleſs, ridicu- 
lous, or unſeemly, contradictory to the Holy 


Scriptures, or offenſive to ſober and diſcreet 


Perſons, of which there is an infinite Num- 
ber now- in uſe amongſt thoſe of the Church 


of Rome, we have without any Exception 


utterly rejected: We would not have the 
Worſhip of God any 


kind of Fooleries. 


We make our Prayers, as is fitting, in a 
Language underſtood by the whole ee 
gation ; that the People may, as (c) St. Paul 


adviſes, receive Common t from the 


CO I CEE Ons 


— 
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longer defiled with ſuch 


40 The Apology of the 
Common- Prayer: As all the Holy Fathers 
and Catholick Biſhops both in the Old and 
New Teſtament, Prayed themſelves, and 
taught the People; left, as St. Auguſtin ſays, 
we ſeem; like Jays and Parrots, to ſpeak what 
we our ſelves do not underſtand. ry 
We have no other Mediator to make In- 
terceſſion for us to God tHe Father, but Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whoſe Name alone we have all 
our Petitions granted of the Father. And 
it is a ſhameful and down-right Heatheniſh 
Practice, which we ſee every-where in the 
Churches of our Adverſaries, not only to 
have a great many Mediators, and that with- 
court the leaſt Authority from the Word of God, 
(lo that, as (a) Jeremiah ſays, the Num- 
ber of Saints equals, if not exceeds that of 
Cities, and poor Wretches do not know 
which they had beſt to apply themſelves to : 
And though they are innumerable, yet Theſe 
People aſſign every one his peculiar Office 
and Duty, what they are to ask, what to 
give, and what to bring to paſs: ) But alſo 
() impudently, as well as impiouſly, to call 
upon the Virgin- Mother to remember ſhe is 
a Mother, to lay her Commands upon her 
Son, and to uſe her Authority over him. 
We ſay, that Man is born, and lives in 
Sin ; that no one can truly ſay, his Heart ts 


6 
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clean; but that the moſt righteous Man a- 
mongſt us is an unprofitable Servant; that 
the Law of God is perfect, and requires of 
us a full and perfect Obedience; that it is 
impoſſible for us to fulfil it in this Life; 
and that no Man upon the face of the Earth 
can be juſtified in the ſight of God by his 
own Merits; and therefore that the Mercy 
of our Father, through Jeſus Chriſt, is our 
only Refuge; and to be firmly perſuaded that 
He is the Propitiation for our Sins ; that by 
his Blood, all our Spots are waſhed away z 
that he has ſet all things right, by the Blood 
of his Croſs ; that he, by That one Sacrifice 
which he once offered upon the Croſs, ful- 
filled all things; and upon that account, when 
he gave up the Ghoſt, ſaid, (a) It is finiſb- 
ed: As if he would ſignify, that the Ran- 
_ was fully paid for the Sins of Man- 
kind, + ihe agg 
I there be any that think This Sacrifice 
not ſufficient, let them go, in God's Name, 
and ſeek a better, We knowing this to be 
the only one, are content with it, and expect 
no other : We know that it was to be but 
once offered, and therefore do not' com- 
mand it to be renewed ; that it was com- 
plete in all Points, and therefore do not or- 
dain a continual ſucceſſion of Offerings, 


8 
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(b John 19. 30. 
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_ The Apology of the 
But though we forbid any the leaſt De- 
3 on our own Works and Merits, and 
y the whole Grounds of our Salvation up- 
on Chriſt alone, yet we do not thereby en- 
l a looſe and diſſolute Life; as if to be 
Baptized only, and to Believe, were enough 
for any Chriſtian, and there were nothing 
elſe required of him: True Faith is Lively, 
and cannot be Idle. 5 
Thus therefore we inſtruct the People, that 
God hath not called us to Luxury and Wan- 
tonneſs but, as (2) St. Paul ſays, unto Good 
Works, that we ſhould walk in them: that he 
bath delivered us from the Power of Darkneſs ; 
that we ſhould ſerve the Living God, ſhould 
Clear our ſelves of the Dregs of Sin, and Work 
out our own Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling, that it may appear that the Spirit of 
Sanctification is in our Bodies, and that Chriſt 
himfelf, by Faith, dwellerh in our Hearts. 
_ - Laſtly; We believe that this very Body 
of. ours in which we live, though at our 
Death it return to Duſt, yet will at the Laſt 
Day be reſtored to Life, through the Spirit 
of Chriſt which dwelleth in us ; and that 
then whatſoever we ſuffer here in the mean 
time for His ſake, Chriſt will wipe away all 
Tears from our Eyes; and that we ſhall thro* 
Him enjoy Everlaſting Life, and remain with 
him in Glory for ever. Amen, | 
— — nn mmm — 
Epbel. 2. 10, W 
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1 5 which the Pope, at this Day, condeams great 
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Theſe are thoſe dreadful: Hereſies,” for 


part of the World cur a His Suit tho 
rather have been commenced. 
the Apoſtles, and rhe Holy — 5 


theſe Things did not only EY Aru 


but it was —— them alle that they were or- 
dainedʒ unleſs theſe. Men will tell us (as 
— they will) that Chriſt never inſti 
ted the Holy Communion to be 
amongſt the "Faithful; or that the Apoſtles 
of. Chriſt, and the Holy Fathers, ſaid Pri- 
vate Maſs in every Corner of the Temples, 
ten or twenty times 3 z.or that Chri 

and his 18 55 forbid 


2 - 7 — hich if 
they were. w ou ſee the 
Holy Table is Bread: 3 foo fr the 
Bread, and the Nature of the Wine, do not 


the Belly, and is caft out into the 1 Pe * 
Of at Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and the Ho- 
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44 The Apology of tbe 
ly Fathers did oe Tiny in a Tongue that 
was underſtood of the People; or that Chrift 
did not, by that Sacrifice, of himſelf once 
made, fulfil all Things; or that That Sacri- 
fice was imperfect, and that we have now 
need of another. All theſe Things they 
muſt of neceſſity ſay, unleſs they will ra- 
ther chuſe to ſay, that all Law and Right 
is locked up in the Treaſury of the Pope's 
Breaſt; and that, as (2) one of his Crea- 
tures did not ſtick to ſay, formerly, he can 
diſpenſe againſt' the Apoſtles, a Council, and 
the Canons of the Apoſtles; and that he 
is not ſubject to the Examples, Inſtitutions, 
and Laws of Chriſt. | | 
* Theſe Things we learned from Chriſt, the 
Apoſtles, and the Holy Fathers, and do ſin- 
cerely and conſcientiouſly teach the ſame to 
the People ; for which reaſon we are now 
ſtiled Hereticks, by the Head of the Church, 
„ FT 
Good God! Have then Chriſt himſelf, 
the Apoſtles, and ſo many Fathers, altoge- 
ther erred ? Have Origen, St. Ambroſe, Saint 
Auguſtin, St. Chryſoſtom, * and Theo- 
doret, all been Deſerters of the Catholick 
Faith? Was ſo great a Conſent of ſo ma- 
ny ancient Biſhops and learned Men, nothing 
elſe but a Conſpiracy of Hereticks? Or is 


_ (4) Diſt. 36. lecker in Gloſa dift. 8 u. reiter. 
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that which was laudable in them, now con- 
| demned in us? And is that which was in 
them accounted Catholick, the Affections of 
Men only being changed, ſuddenly become 
Schiſmatical > Or ſhall that which was 
formerly an undoubted Truth, now all on 
a: ſudden, becauſe it don't pleaſe them, be- 
come falſe ?* Let them produce another 
Goſpel then, or ſhew ſome Reaſon why 
thoſe Rites and Ceremonies, which have 
ſo long been publickly obſerved and ap 
proved of in the Church of God, ſhould 
now at laſt be recall d. We are very ſen- 
ſible,” that That ſame Word, which was Re- 
vealed by Chriſt, and Propagated by his Apo- 
ſtles, is ſufficient for our Salvation, and for 
the Defence of all Truth, and the conſound- 
ing of all Hereſie. By that alone we con- 
demn all kind of ancient Hereſies, which 
they ſay we have fetch'd again from Hell. 
We pronounce Damnation againſt the Arians, 
Eutychians, Marciomtes, Ebiomtes, Valenti- 
mans, Carpocratians, Tatians, Novatians, and 
in one word, all that have any wicked No- 
tion either of God the Father, Chriſt, the 
Holy Ghoſt, or any other Point of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; becauſe we can confute them 
from the Goſpel of Chriſt, and do defie them 
to the Gates of Hell: And not only ſo, but 
if they happen to 'break out any-where, and 
betray themſelves, we do ſtrictly and ſeverely 
reſtrain them by Lawful and Civil Puniſh- 

ments, 
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ments. We confeſs, indeed, that there have 
been, even from the very da of the 
Goſpel, ſome new and ſtrange Sects ſtir- 
ring, ſuch as the 2. Libertines, 
Mennomans, Zwenkfeldians : But, thank God, 
the World may plainly fee, that theſe Mon- 
ſters are not of our Breeding, Educating, or 
Nouriſhing, Be ſo kind, whoever thou art 
that f it, as to read our Books ; they 
are to be bought any-where. What was 
there ever in any of our Writings, that could 
be made to appear to favour their Madneſs? 
1 fay, there is no Nation at this Day ſo 
free from ſuch kind of Peſtilences as theſe; 
where the Goſpel is freely and publickly 
Preached. . So that if they ſeriouſly conſider 


the Matter, this is a: ſtrong Argument that 


it is the Truth of the Goſpel which we 

h: Far Tares are ſeldom known to 

| ſpring up where there is no Wheat, nor is 
Ghaff faund where there 1s no Grain. Who 

is ignorant of what an infinite Number of 

Hereſies ſprang up all together at the fixſt 

2 ion of the Goſpel, even in the Apo- 
les 


heard of Simon, Menander, Saturninus, Ba- 


flides, Carpocrates, Cerinthus, Ehion, V alen-* 


tinus Secundus, Marcqſus, Colorbaſus, He- 


2 


Times? And before that, who ever 


racleo, Lucianus, Severus * But to what 


| Purpoſe do I mention thoſe? Fpiphanius 
reckons up Fourſcore ſeveral Hereſies, St. Au- 
gr ftin more, that ſprang up all at once, - 

the 
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the ſame time with the Goſpel. TINT 
Was the Goſpel &er the leſs Goſpel, be- 
cauſe ſome Hereſies ſprang up at the fame 
Time with it? Or was Chriſt for That 
Reaſon not Chriſt? | 

| Nevertheleſs, We have not, as I ſaid, ſo great 


a Crop of them amongſt us, who openly 
and freely feach the Goſpel. It is amon 


our Adverſaries, in Darkneſs and Obſcu- "x 


_ rity, that theſe Plagues ariſe and get ground, 
where Truth is Cruelly and Tyrannically op- 
preſſed, and not ſuffered to appear but in 
Corners, and private Meetings. Let them 
put it to the trial; let them but give a 
Free Courſe to the Goſpel, let the Truth 


of Jeſus Chriſt ſhine out and diſperſe its 


Rays over the whole Earth, they will pre- 
ſently ſee thoſe Clouds immediately vaniſh 
before the Light of the Goſpel, as the Dark- 
neſs of the Night at the Riſing of the Sun. 
For we, it is plain, daily ſuppreſs and expel 
thoſe Hereſies, which they falſſy accuſe You 
of favouring and ſupporting, whilſt the y 
lie ſtil, and give themſelves up to their 
Eaſe, - 
But fince they are fo ready to tell us of 
divided into ſeveral Sects, and how 
ſome of us will be called Lztherans, ſome 
Zuinglians, &c. and that we could never 
1 agree amongſt our ſelves about the Sum 
f our Doctrine; What would they have 
faid, if they had lived in the Firſt * 
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the Apoſtles, and Holy Fathers? When one 
cried, I am of Paul; another, I of Cephas ; 
another, I ef Apollos ; when Paul rebuked 
Peter; when Barnabas fell out with Paul, 
and left him ; when, as Origen ſays, there 
were ſo many different Sects amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, that they had nothing but the Name 
of Chriſtians common amongſt them, nor 
any thing elſe whereby they might be di- 
ſtinguiſhed to be Chriſtians : And, as So- 
crates ſays, their Factions and Diviſions were 
become the Subje& of the Theatres: And 
when, as the Emperor Conſtantine mentions, 
there were ſo many Parties and Quarrels in 
the Church, that That was by far the greateſt 
Calamity he ever knew : When Theophilus, 
Epiphanius, St. Chryſoſtom, St. Auguſtine, Ruf- 
finus, St. Ferom, being all Chriſtians, all Fa- 
thers, and all Catholicks, were inveterate 
and implacable Enemies: When, as Nazian- 
zene ſays, the Members of the ſame Body 
deſtroyed one another: When the Faftern . 
and Weſtern Churches were at Variance about . 
Leavened Bread, and the obſerving of Eafter, 
Matters of no very great Conſequence ; 
When, in every Council, New Creeds and 
New Orders were invented: What would 
theſe Men have ſaid then? Which Party 
would they chiefly have ſided with? Whom. 
would they have forſaken? What Golpel - 
would they have given credit to? Whom. 
would they have eſteemed Hereticks, and 
. whom 


whom Catholicks Þ-- What \ Diſturbance-is 
there now about the two Names only of 


Luther and Zu lms 2 Becauſe theſe two 
ſome one Point of Re- 


2 
muſt We therefore judge them both to 


be in the wrong, neither of them to have ane 
_— ++ to preach true Doctrine? 


& gad Url, whar fart of-Men ave 


theſe. that thus. ſeverely cenſure our Dif- 
— ? . Do They all Agree fo well 
Themſelves? Are every one of Them A 
in what they ſhall 
never been any Animoſities, nor any Cavile 

Them? Why then do the Scotiſfr 
and T. no better about their 
Aeritum Cg rui, and Meritum Cyndigvi? about 
Original Sin in the Blefſed Virgin, 
ſolemn and ſingle Vow? Why do the Canon- 
iſts and School-men differ about Auricular 


whether it be of Humane or Di- 


Confeſſion, 
vine Inſtitution? Why does Albertus Pightus 


difter from Cajetanys; Thomas from Lombard. 


Scotu from Thomas, Ochamus from :Seotus, 
their -Nominals frow heir Reals? To fa 
nothing of the (a) many Differences 


the Monks and riars, (hon ſome ef them 


place all their Religion in living upon Jo: 
DEI Y I). nila 1 


„ 
— 


2 


2 22 Gardinerus in 2 14925 Diaboli. Richard. Faber. 
2 2. Ego Beren, 


G Gleſſa Gnimundus, De Conſec. 
8 ſome 


low 2 Have there 


and a 


ſome of Sendak z ſotne in going in Linnen, 
others in Woollen ; how ſome of them are 
called White, ſome Black ; ſome Shaved 
broader, ſome narrower ; wear Pattens, 
ſome go Bare-foot ; ſore Girt, nd fame not; 
They ought 2 how ſome af them 
hold, tha the Body of Chriſt is preſent in 
the Lord's Supper naturally; and ſome of 
them it: how ſome of them affirm 
that the Body of Chriſt is actually broken 
between the Teeth, in the Holy — 
nion ; others ay no: ſome. declare 
the Body of Chriſt to be perſect, as ro its 
Quantity in the Sacratent 3 others again 
contradict it: ſome ſay that Chriſt cunſe- 
5 hay 2 by Þ Power ; * — 
y ame (a Pronouncing Five 
ſolemp Words 3 others by Repeating the ſame 
Five Wards : ſome, by the Demonſtrative 
LA] in thoſe Five Words, underſtun d 
the 'Wheaten Bread ; others will have it a 
certain Individuum — as they call it (% 
fome ſay that Dogs and Mice may 
eat the very Body of Chriſt ; others 
tively deny it: un wilt have it, that tho 
Accidents of the Bread and Wine may nou- 
xiſh (c) ; others are of opinion, that the 
Subſtance of them returns. What nerd there 
* more Inſtances? It would be needleſs 


br eh Gorey O a. 


* 
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and tedidus to recite them all 3 ſo uncertain 
and Hable to Diſputes is the whole Scheme 
of theſe Mens Religion and Do&rine, eyen 
-_ ors of it: They ſcarce ever 

ave a 


ny Agreement among themſelves, un- 
eſs it be, like the Phariſees atid Sadduceer, 
or Herod and Pilate, in former Times, to 
conſpire againſt Chriſt. „ 6 * roma 
Let them therefore go abopt their own 
Buſineſs, and ſettle Peace at home among 
Themſelves. Unity and Concord is certain- 
ly moſt agreeable to Religion. Tho That 
is 28 an infallible Sign of the Church 
of God: For there was the moſt firm Agree- 
ment amongſt thoſe that worſhipped the 
Golden Calf, and amongſt them whb! with 
one voice cried-out againſt our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, Crucifte him, 'Cr bim. Nor can 
it be ſaid, becauſe the Corinthians had 
ſome Differences amongſt themſelves, or be- 
cauſe: Paul and Peter, Barnabas and: Paul, 
and other Chriſtians, diſagreed a little about 
ſome Points, in the very infancy of the Go- 
ſpel, they thereiore Had not the Church of 
God amongſt them. They whom theſe Men, 
out of Malice, call :Zgmgh 


|; ans and La- 
therant, (but are indeed good Chriſtians, 
Friends, and Brethren) do not diſagree abokc 
the Principles or Fundamentals of our Re- 


ligion, about God, about Chriſt, the Holy- 
"Ghoſt, the Means of 9 — 
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nal Life ; but only about one Queſtion, 
which is of no great moment neither, Nor do 
we deſpair, or in the leaſt doubt, but that we 
ſhall ſee it agreed on in a very ſhort Time: 
And that, if there be any that entertain 
other Notions than are Right, God will ſo 
Reveal the Truth unto them, that, all Affe- 
ctions and Diſtinctions being laid aſide, ex- 
amining and weighing the whole Matter 
with more Judgment, as it was formerly in 
the Council of Chalcedon, all the Cauſes and 
Seeds of Diſſention will be utterly Rooted out 
and Buried for ever, Auma, in Oblivion. 
Which God Almighty grant. | 
But it is very hard we ſhould be re- 
preſented as Reprobates, that have caſt off 
all Thoughts of Religion; tho we ought 
not to be much moved at it, ſince the very 
Authors of the Scandal themſelves know 
it to be a falſe Reproach. For we call Juſtin 
Martyr to witneſs, that at the Firſt Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, and Profeſling of the 
Name of Chriſt, the Chriſtians were all 
call'd "Ate, Atheiſts. And when 2,94 
was brought to Judgment, the People ur- 
ed the Pro-conſul to cut off All who pro- 
feſſed the Goſpel, in theſe words, (a): Ar. 
* Abies, Rid us of theſe wicked People that 
have no God. Not that the Chriſtians in 


a —_ e b 4 - * . *. — * wk 
. 1 
EC be FT - ” 


(a) Euſeb. lib. 4. cap. 1 3 


Reality 
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Reality had no God, but becauſe they would 
not worſhip. Sticks and - then 


faſhionable Deities. It is now manifeſt enough 
to all the World, how We, and thoſe that 


belong to us, have ſuffered by them, for God 
onely, and our-Religion : They have-caſt us 


into Priſons, into Water, and into Fire, and- 


they have wallowed in our Blood ; not be- 


cauſe we were Adulterers, Robbers, or Mur- 


derers, but only becauſe we 'acknowledg'd- 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and truſted in 
the Living God ; and becauſe we too juſtly 
(God knows) complained that the Laws of 
God were violated for their own vain Tra- 


ditions; and 
and obinately- contemned the Comma 


ments of God, oppoſed the Goſpel, and were . 


Enemies to the Crals of Chriſũſt. 
- Wherefore, when they found that they 
could not with Juſtice alledge any thing 


againſt our Doctrine, they were reſoly'd to 
pick a Quarrel with our Morals : They 


accuſed us of condemning all Actions, 


_— 2 * **— * "44 "TTY — 
4 * 3 9 2 * * =. WM hav 4 
* * 


that our Adverſaries — 3 
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at not only thoſe Things which were never 

xe, but even ſuch as never once enter d 
into the Thoughts of Men, are hearkned, 
to, and believed to be true. And, as a 
ſmall Stain is eaſily diſcerned in the Whiteſt 
Garment, ſo is the leaſt Failure ſoon taken 
notice of in a Man of the Pureſt Life: and 
Converſation. Nor do we take all Thoſe that 
do at this Time embrace the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, for Angels, Lambs without blemiſb, 
and without ſpot : Or our Adverſaries to be 
ſo blind, but that if there be any Fault to 
be found in us, they will ſpy it with half 
an Eye; or ſo favourable, as to make the 
beſt of any thing ; or ſo ingenuous, as to 
look at home, and- weigh our Behaviour 
by their own. If we wou d ſearch into the 
Matter, we know that. even. in the Apoſtles. 
Time there were Chriſtians upon whoſe ac- 
| count the Name of the Lord was Blaſphemed 
and Reviled among the Gentile. 
Conſtantius the Emperor complains, as 


we read in Sozomen (a), that there were 


many, who, after they had embraced the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, grew worſe and worſe. And 
St, Cyprian, in a melancholy Oration, ſets 
forth the Corruption of that Age: The Diſ- 
* cipline (ſays he) which the Apoſtles left. 
us, was corrupted with Idleneſs, and a 
long Reſt : Every One's Care was to en- 


— 


— ———- 


— — — — — 
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© creaſe his Eſtate, and quite forgetting either 
* what the Believers had done in the Apo- 
 * ſtley Days; or what it was! always their 

Duty to do, they gave themſelves up to an 

* inſatiable: — and laboured for 
nothing but to get Wealth: There was 
no Devotion in their Prieſts, no ſound 
Faith in their Miniſters, no Charity ſhewn 
ä 
* of Goadline ſs in their iour 3 5 
in the Men, Counterfeit Beauty in the 
Women. And before him, Tertullianz What 
Wretches (ſays he) are we who are now 
* called Chriſtians | we practiſe Heatheniſm, 
under the Name of Chriſtianity. | 
Laſtly, to paſs by the reſt, Gregory:Nazian 
zene gives this Account of the miſerable State 
they were in, in his Time: Our own Vices 
_ * (fayshe) render us odious to the Heathens, 
and ve are become the Wonder not only of 
Men and Angels, but alſo of all the Ungod- 
ly.“ his was the State of the Church of 
God, when the Light of the Goſpel began to 
appear, when the Rage of Tyrants was not yet 

* he 

abated, nor the Sword taken from ine Chri- 
ſtians Necks. Nor is it any ſtrange my 


that Men ſhould be Men, tho' they are 
But amidſt their ſpiteful and malicious Re- 


by the Name of Chriſtian. 


flections upon us, do they never think of 
looking at home? Can they who find leiſure 
to pry into the Affairs of Germany and E- 

| E 4 land, 
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land, at ſuch a diſtance, either forget, or be 
ignorant how Matters go at Rome? Are We 
accuſed by Thoſe whoſe own Lives a Man 
cannot mention without a Bluſh > _ 
It is not our Intention at preſent, to re- 
vive the Memory of | thoſe Crimes which 
ought rather to be buried and forgotten with 
their Authors ; that is not conſiſtent either 
with our Religion, with our Modeſty, or 
with the 4 nga we have to Decency. But 
ſurely, (a) He who would be called the Vicar 
of Chriſt and the Head of the Church, who 
hears, who ſees, and (for we will ſay no 
more) who ſuffers theſe Things at Rome, 
may eaſily refle& on the Nature of them. 
Let him Recolle& himſelf ; let him Remem- 
ber that They are his own Canoniſts who 
taught the People, that fimple Fornication is 
no Sin; as if they had taken Terence for 
Goſpel, where Mito ſpeaks to this effect, Non 
eft r N crede, adoleſcentulum ſcartari; 

It is no fault, believe me, for a Yourg Man 
* to follow Miſtreſſes. Let him conſider, 
They ' were Men of his Religion, who De- 
creed, that a Prieſt ſhould not be Suſpended 
for Forgication, ' Let him Remember, that 
Cardinal Compegius, Albertus Pighins, and 
many others of his own ſort, taught, that the 
Prieſt That keeps a Miſs, leads a much more 


(a) Fohannes de Magiſtris, de Temperantia 3. Queſt. 7. lat 
px r de Bait. Qua cis. 
CO. ho 
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> and chaſte Life, than he that marries 

ife. It is to be hoped he has not forgot 
that there are many Thouſand Courteſans in 
Rome, and that he receives from them the 
Yearly Tribute of Three Thouſand Ducats. 
He cannot forget the Lewd Houſes which he 
himſelf Publickly maintains in Rome, and the 
filthy Gain, with which he moſt 2 
ſerves his own Pleaſures. Were 
and Piety then entirely ſafe at Rome, w 
(#) Joan, à Woman more advanced in es 
than Virtue, was Pt and took upon her 
to be Head of the Church? and w. en, for 
having two Years together, in of 
the Holy Chair, proſtituted h ſhe was 
at laſt, going in Proceſſion round the City, 
in rhe Preſence of her Cardinals and 
Publickly Deliver'd of a Child, in the open 
Streets >? 


But to what Purpoſe did we ee Cans. 


and Publick, and Gainful Sin in Rome, The 
Ladies of Pleaſure are not kept at that Di- 
ſtance now, as they were formerly, when they 
were forced to lie Perdue (Þ) in the Suburbs, 
_— . Muffled up ; (e) but they dwell 
in P appear in 2 Publick Places Bare- 
ant an 15 were not — but a 


22 


— 3 2 parturientis. adbuc Rama 0 
8. 1 ö 
) ho coniti Feb Horun can, tom. 34 


 teſans and Procurers? That is xow a Common, 
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Commendable Way of Living. In ſhort, the 
whole Worid is by this Time well acquaint- 
ed with their Licentiouſneſs. (a) St. Ber- 
aard with equal Freedom and Truth, ſ 
thus of the Pops, and his Famil 3 Thy 
. * makes none 
: Their Vice thrives and flouriſhes, and 


Virtus ſtarves. And the Author of the Thi- 


partite/Work, annexed to the Council of Late- 


ran, whocver he was, writes thus; To ſuch 
a height is the L1 


of the Clergy in ge- 
<© neral; not only of the Prieſts, but even of the 
* Prelates and Biſhops at this 1 
© it: would aſtoniſh one to hear 
r grown into 
long Practice — 
t 


ſtale. x who has not en. the — 
Deſign ter Aloiſſus, to Paul the 
Thi Coſmus Cherms Biſhop of Fanumẽ 
What . John Caſa Archbiſhop of — 
the Pope's: Legate at Venice, has writ of a 
moſt abominable Wickdeneſs, and ſet forth 

with the moſt filthy and lewd Eloquence, that 
which oug — hoaact-caned} us ? 
Who has — how (c) Alphonſus Di 
a Spaniard, being ſent from Lon — 


nany for that Purpoſe, moon and villain- . 


De C re i ium. b 
erte, (0) l 
þ ouſl / 
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dully murder d his own Brother 7abn,Diaxine, 
a Man of a moſt holy and exemplary Lift, 
only . becauſe. he had embraced the Gaipel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and would not return to the 
Church of Rome © But ſuch Crimes as (theſe, 
they ſay, may ſometimes happen in the v. 
governed Commonwealth, even, 
Will of the Magiſtrates, and are avenged 
 wholſom Laws. +.76 » 83H 356 ee 
We grant it: But what good, Laws have 
heen put in execution againſt theſe Villa- 
nies? Peter Aloiſus having been: guilty, of 
that deteſtable Fact before mentioned was ever 
after the Darling: Favourite of brs Father 
Paul the Third. Diazius having, murder d 
his own. Brother, was by the Pepe himſelf 
skreen'd from the Scwetity of good- Laus. 
3 Archbiſhop of Bencventum is yet 
ving, nay, and-at Rome too, 16: 
of the, moſt; Holy, 
af our Brethren 


itude of Lewd Women, 
Whoremongers, and Adulterers, what ons 
have they, I do not ſay, put to Death, but 
—— or ſo much —.— 
ed to an Example, of? Are Rioting, 
Adultery, Procuring, Whoredom, Parricide, 
Inceſt, and other more. abominable Practices, 

o Crimes at Rome ? Or if they are, can they 
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os Grime in. them at all, by the Vicar of 
iſt, by the Succeſſor of St. Peter, by the 

Holy Father, and that too in the City 

of Rome, in the Tower of Holineſs > - 
O holy Scribes and Phariſees, who never 
were arrived to ſuch a pitch of Holineſs l 
Oh, what a Holineſs, what a Catholick Faith 
is This ! St. Peter did not Teach theſe 
Things at Rome; St. Paul did not Live at 
Rome after this Manner ; They did not Pub- 
lickly exerciſe themſelves in Debauchery; 
They receiv'd not a Yearly Tribute of the 
Lewd Women; They did not publickly, and 
without Puniſhment, Tolerate Parricides and 
Adlterers; They did not admit. ſuch into 
their Favour; not indeed into the Society of 
Chriſtians. Theſe Men ought not therefore 
ſo highly to aggravate our Faults : It would 
have much wiſer in Them, either firſt 
to have led ſuch Lives as would have Recom- 
mended them to the World, or elſe to have 
taken ſome better care to conceal them. 

As for our Parts, the good Old Laws are 
ſtill in force amongſt us: And, as far as the 
general Remiſſneſs and Licentiouſneſs of this 
Age will permit, Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline is 
ſtrictly kept up; we have no ſuch thing as 
Publick Societies of Lewd Debauch d Perſons ; 
we do not give Adultery the Preference of 
Marriage; we do not practiſe Lewdneſs, 
nor do we take a Penny of them that do: 
Inceſt, Farricide, and the vileſt _ 


r= 
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find no Countenance with us, nor do ſuch 
| and Diazius eſcape 


e changed with, e 
we are Cc with. are not 
more ro the phary of * 
and Religion, by our Books and Sermons, t 

by our Lives and Converſations. We 
that the Deſign of the Goſpel : 
make Men of their Learning, but to 
be a Rule of Life ; and, as (a) Tereaſien ob- 


— — —— 


| | («) In Ae 48. 


66 The ipdogy of «the 
fexves, that it dogs not become a Chriſtian 
to Talk of great Things, but do Live up to 
them z end that nt the Hearers only, hu the 
Doert * the Word are juſtihed before God. 
To all theſe: malicious Scandals they ſo plen- 
tifully beſtow upon us, they add this alſo, 
and! aggravate it with the utmoſt Vier 
that we are d ſeditious ſort of Men, that 
wreſt | the Power from Princes, and put the 
—— Juſt * mn > (a) that we 
Ubvert Ke, ou ws, deſtroy 
Property, introduce Anarchy and — 
and thas if we had our Wills, not one Part 
he. Canſtitution would be ſecure. How 
—— ay they, by ſuch Suggeſtions as theſe, 
inflamed the Hearts of Princes, that they | 
78 damp the very firſt Appearance of the 
t of the Goſpel, and make, it be hated, 
:fore it was underſtood; and that — 2 
rate might FIR A 30 
law one of us, he ſa ſaw his >» 1 
And indeed, it would be a -ve ry. greg 

Trouble to us, td. ie under the tos ark 
Er of ſa odious a Crime as Rebel 
lion, did we not know that Chriſt him- 

75 the Apoſtles, and many other good 

Chriſtians, formerly met with the ſame Treat- 
ment, and were, Reviled on the ſame Ac- 
en Fi or altho' * taught, er they 


h Tertul. In Alu: 1, 2, C 3+ 


ſhould 
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64 The' Apology of the 
ſtrange and wonderful,” though it be ſad and 
rievous, that it meets with the ſame. Bad 
reatment, and be, as formerly, deſpitefully 
ſed and perſecuted. © STO $901 
It was an eaſie matter, above Forty Years 
fince, to fix Theſe and much heavier Impu- 
tations upon us, when Truth, then unknown 
and unheard of, began to dawn, and to caſt 
a Ray on the thicł Darkneſs of thoſe Times ; 
when Martin Luther and Zuinglius, moſt. 
excellent Men, and ſent by God to give a 
liche to lighten the World, firſt came to 
the Knowledge of the Goſpel ; whilſt as yet 
the Doctrine was new, the Succeſs uricer- 
tain, Mens Minds "doubtful and timorous; 
their Ears open to Calumny, and when Peo- 

ple were ready to believe all that Malice 
could invent againſt us, becauſe the thing 
was new and ſtrange to them. - Juſt ſo did 
the old Enemies of the Goſpel,” Symmachus, 
Gelfus; Julian, and Porphyry formerly take 
upon them to accuſe all the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity of Sedition and Rebellion, be- 
fore either Prince or People could poſſibl 
know what ſort of Men thoſe Chriſtians were, 
what was their Proſeſſion, their Faith, or 


their Intention. But now, ſince our enfors 
cing the Duty of Obedience to Princes, and 
Magiſtrates, though they be Wicked, both in 
Fork and in our 178 1s ſo: yi 
dent, that even our very Enemies cannot 


ly 


ignorant of it, nor deny it: 
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ly Experience ſufficiently. demonſtrates this 


Truth, and the World needs no other Wit: 


veſſes of it than our own Eyes and Ears 3 
it was. ſcandalous to urge theſe Object ions, 


and for want of new Crimes, to vilifie us with 


old thread-bare Stories. 


Thanks be d Gol” for. whale Oiuſs wa © 


ſuffer, in all the Kingdoms, States, and Con- 
ſtitutions that have embraced the Goſpel 
there has never yet been one Example of 
this kind: We never ſubverted any Govern- 
ment, nor leſſened any Man's Rights or Pri- 
vileges; We never made a Diſturbance in 
any Common- wealth. Our Kings of Ex- 
land, the Kings of Denmark and Sweden, 
the Dukes of Saxony, the Counts Palatine, 
the Marqueſs of Brandenburgh, the Land- 


graves of Heſſe, retain their Ancient Dig+ | 


nity and Authority: The Republicks of 


Helvetia and Rhatia, the Free Cities of 41. 
en. Baſil, Francfurt, Line, Auguſta, and 


uremberg, are in the ſame State and Au- 


thority - they ever were, or rather in a much 


better; becauſe, by the Influence of the 
Goſpel, they find a greater Obedience in their 


Subjects. Let them go ſee thoſe Places, 
wherein, by God's, Goolnch, the Goſpel is 


received. Where does Majeſty flouriſh more, 


or Pride and Tyranny lels? Where is the 


tious? Where did ever Church or State enjoy 
a 


- 


a greater Calm ? 


Prince more revered, or the People leſs ſedi» 
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But it muy be objected, there was a Ge- 
neral Inſurrection of the Boors in Germany, 
at the Firſt Preaching of this Doctrine There. 
Pee af, Wee chem u Cedy 
| r of it, roproven em wa 
in b Writings, and reduced them to Peace 
and to Obedience. And as for I hat which 

has been ſometimes objefted by 1 t Peo- 
ple about the Revolution of Helvetia, the 
illing of Lecpuld Duke of Auſtriu, and their 
Repaining their Freedom by Force: Theſe 
Things were tranſacted (as all Hiſtbries 
witneſs ) above I o Hundred and Sixty 
Years ago, under Bonifiae 


e V4ll. When the 
Papal Authority was at the Heightiz two 
Hundred Years before Zuinglius reachi'd 
the Goſpel, or indeed was born. ver ſince, 
they have enjoyed the greateſt Pence and 
Tranquility, without Interruption either from 
Foreign or Domeſtick Enemies. But ſuppo- 

fivg them guilty, for endenvouring to aks 
off a Foreign Power, ſpecially when it was 
accompanied with the Odious Circumſtances 
of Inſolence and TNytamy ; yet for Dhiem 
to charge Us with other Mens Crimes, or 
even Thoſe Men Thenifelves with the Faules 
of their Foreſathers, is Unjuſt and Unrea- 
ſonable. With \what fade, in the Name of 
Goodneſs, can the Biſhop of Rome pretend 
to accuſe us of Rebellion? Will He reach 


People Subje Aion and Obellienee to Magi- 


21 Or has he any Reſpect for Majeſty 
ob — 5 . 


41 


« 4 


| 


inning? Why (e) have He and his Fol- 
| == like che Nouba ad Libertines, 


Church of England. 67 
at all? Why then ſhould He ( which never 
of the Ancient Biſhops of Rome did) as - 


03 if he thought all the Kings and Princes in 
the World were his Vaſſals, ſuffer himſelf to 
be called by his Flatterers, Lord of Lords? 
Why does 8 aſſume the Title of King of 


Kings, and a ſupreme Authority — — — 


s Why does he oblige all Emperors 
Prince — Fealty to him? Why () 
does he boaſt that the Imperial Majeſty is ſe- 
venty ſeven Degrees inferior to him? and 
that for This Reaſon, principally, becauſe God 
made two great Lights in the Heaven; and 
that Heaven and Earth had not two, but one 


that they might have a Freer Courle for theil 
Licentiouſneſs, ſlipt their Necks out of the 
Collar, and intirely ſhaken off the Yoke of 
Civil Obedience? Why does he ſend his Le- 
gates, thoſe cunning Spies, to lie in Ambuſ- 
cade, as it Were, in the Courts, Councils, and 
even Bed-chawbers of Princes? Why does 
he, when he fees fitting, ſtir up Chriſtian 
Princes againſt one another, and at his Plea- 
ſure ſet the whole World together by the 

cars? Why muſt any Chriſtian Prince, who 
diſowns and rejects his Authority, ſtand Ex- 
communicate, and be taken for a Heathen 


— 


(a) Auguſt. Steuchus Anton, de Roſellis. 5) De Maj 
Selit, (c) De Major. & Obed. . * 


1 and 
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68 The Apology of "the 
and a Pagan? Why is he fo free of his Indul- 
gences to Thoſe who will by any Methods 
deſtroy his Enemies? Does he Preſerve Em- 
Pires and Kingdoms? Or does he take any 
Care of the Publick Eaſe and Quiet? 
The good Reader, I hope, will pardon us, 
if we ſeem to debate on this Matter with 
more Sharpneſs and Severity than might be- 
come Divines? for the Thing is ſo very ſcan- 
dalous, and the Pope's deſire of bearing Sway 
ſo eager and impatient, that we could not = 
poſſibly have mention d it in other, or milder 
Terms; for in open Council He (a) had the 
Aſſurance to ſay, that all Regal Juriſdiction 
nded upon him. To his Ambition and 
-Ulſurpation do we owe the Deſtruction of the 
Roman Empire, the Commotions and Di- 
ſturbance of all Chriſtendom: He falſely and 
traiterouſly abſolved the Italians, the Romans, 
and Himſelf too, from their Oath of Alle- 
giance to the Emprror of Greece; ſtirred up 
his Subjects to Rebellion: and calling Charles 
the Great out of France into Italy, made him 
Emperor, a thing unknown to former Ages. 
He (v) dethroned Chilperick King of France, 
a Worthy Prince, purely becauſe he did not 
like him, and ſet up Pepin in his room. He 
would have diſpoſſeſſed King Philip the Fair, 
and have given the Kingdom of France to 


— 


5 8 Clement V. in Con:il, Vinenſi; Les Papa III. 
b) Zacharias Pape. © 7 2 
Fab Albert 


. 
| 


| pretended to 
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Albert King of the Romans, if the Succeſs had 


anſwered his Endeavour. He (2) impo- 
veriſhed and ruined the flouriſhing City and 
Republick of Florence his own Native Coun- 


try, and from a Free State (6) reduced it to 


the Abſolute Authority of a ſingle Perſon. 
It was through his Management that all Savoy 


was laid deſolate, on one fide by the Emperor 


Charles the Fifth, on the other by Francis 
King of France, and the poor Duke had ſcarce 


one City left to betake himſelf to. 


Innumerable are the Examples of this 
kind, and it would be a tedious piece of 
Work to recite all the notorious Practices 
of the Popes of Rome. Of what ſort were 


They, I pray, that poiſon d the Emperor 


Henry the Seventh 'with the Sacrament of 
Chriſt's Blood? that gave Poiſon to Pope 


Viftor in the — Chalice? that gave it to 
our King Jobn o 


England in a drinking Cup? 
Whatever wg of whatever dect they 


at this very Day permits the greateſt Kings 


and Princes to Kifs. his holy Toe? That 


commands the Emperor to lead his Horſe, 
and the King of France to hold his Stirrup ? 


Who (c) laid Francis Dandalus Duke of Ve- 


nice, and King of Crete and Cyprus, bound in 


— 


— green __ 
(a) Clemens Papa VII. (5) Idem Clemens. 
(c ) Sabellicus, b 


they were certainly neither | 
Lutherans nor Zuinglians. What is He who 


F 3 © —— - Chains | 
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76 The! Apology of the 
Chains under his Table, to gnaw Bones with 


== the Imperial Crown 


upon the Em Fand bus the "Sixth Head, 
— with his Hand, but with his Foot; and 


| * the ſame Foot kicked it off again, ad- 


ing, that it was in hisPower to Make and 


Unmake an 1 110 Who (5) was it that | 
armed nun 3 againſt the Emperor his 


Father H ourth; ſo that the Father 
was taken hee by his own Son, and be- 


ing ſhaved and ſcandalouſly treated, was clap- 


ped up in a Monaſtery, where he with Hun- 


per and Grief pine to Death? (e) That 


ſely trod upon the Neck of the Emperor 
Frederick; and, as if that were not Affront 
ſufficient, added this Verſe out of the Pſalins 
of David, Thou ſbalt go upon the Lion and 
Adder z the young Lion and the Dragon ſbalt 
thou tread under Feet  fuch an Example of 
abuſed Majeſty as was never before known in 
the Memory of Man: unleſs by Tamerlane. 


King of Scythia, a Man of ſingular Fierceneſs 


and Barbarity ; or by Sapor King of Perſia. 


All theſe were Popes; all the Succeſſor: of. 


Peter; all moſt Holy Fathers ; all whoſe 
Words we muſt be obliged 8 take for 
Goſpel. 

"Ie then We are reckoned Traitors, who pay, 
our Princes all the Honour and Obedience 


_— 


— — 


(0 Coleſtinus Pays, | © Hilde r andu F. pa. 
(<) Alexander III. 


that 


ne”, 
a — * 


— — — q 
2 
* 


that God commands. us, and offer up. our 
Prayers for them ; what muſt we think of 
Them, who have not only. been guilty of 
'S all the Crimes before mention d, but approye 
| *_ of them as Glorious Actions? Do They ei- 
ther Teach the People to honour their M 
giſtrates as We do? Or can they 19855 ac- 
cuſe us of being Seditious Perſans, Diſturbers 
of the Common Peace, and Contemners of 
Majeſty 2 For we do not ſhake off the Yoke 
of Obedience, nor raiſe Diſturbances jn 
Kingdoms, nor Set up, or Depoſe Kings ; we 
neither Tranſlate Governments, nor Poiſgn 
our Kings z we neither give them our Feet 
to Kiſs, nor Trample upon their Necks, Our 
Profeſſion, our Doctrine is, rather, that every 
Man, (a) whatſoever he be, whether Monk, 
Evangeliſt, Prophet, or Apaſtle, ought ta he 
ſubje& to Kings and Magiſtrates ; and that 
(b) the Biſhop of Rome Himſelf (unleſs he 
would. be thought greater than Evangeliſts, 
Prophets, or Apoltles) ought to acknowledge 
and call the Emperor his Lord and Maſter, 
as the Ancient Biſhops of Rome in Better 
Days ever did. This is our Doctrine, and 
This is manifeſt in our Books, in our Ser- 
| mons, and in the Manners and modeſt Beha - 
| viour of our People. 
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92 - The Apology of the 
But that They ſay we have ſeparated our 
| ſelves: ſrom the Unity of the Catholick 
Church, is not only malicious, but it has, 
though it be Falſe, ſome ſhew and appear- 
ance of Truth. And with the Ignorant and 
Unthinking Populace, not only Thoſe things 
gain Credit which are certainly True, but 
Thoſe alſo which have any Probability or 
Shew of Truth in them. Wherefore we ſte 
our Enemies, having no Truth on their fide, 
were ſo cunning as always to chuſe for the 
Subject of their Arguments ſuch things as at 
leaſt bore the face of Truth; that ſuch as 
could not dive into the Bottom and Grounds 
of them, might be taken with fome fair Shew 
at leaſt of Probability: (4) as when the An- 
cient Chriſtians our Fore-fathers were wont 
to turn their Faces to the Faſt when they 
offered up their Prayers to Gad, there were 
thoſe that ſaid they worſhipped and adored 
the Sun. And when they ſaid, concern- 
ing Everlaſting and Immortal Life, that they 
Jived by no other means, but by the Fleſh 
and Blood of That Lanb without Spot, viz. 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; the Malicious, and 
Enemies of the Croſs F Chriſt () (whoſe 
onely Care it was by any means to bring a 
Scandal upon the Chriſtian Religion) per- 
ſuaded the People that they were Wicked 


ME 


N „ C TIDEK | — 
(% Tertull. in Apol. cap. 16. (5) Idem. cap. 7,8, 9. 


| Perſons, | 
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Perſons, and ſacrificed the Fleſh,” and drank 
the Blood of Men. Again, when they faid, 
that before God there is neither Male nor 


Female, and that there is no occaſion for any 
Diſtinction of Perſons towards the attaining 
to true Righteouſneſs; and becauſe they all 
ſaluted one another with the Title of Siſters 
and Brothers, (a) there were not wanting 
ſome who ſlander d them on that account, 
and affirmed; that the Chriſtians made no Di- 
ſtin&ion of Age or Kindred, but, like 
promiſcuouſly -lay one with -another. 
again. Whereas they often met in ſecret and 
by-Places to joyn in Prayer, and to hear the 
Goſpel preached ; becauſe Traitors and Re- 
bels uſed to do ſo, it was ſpread abroad, that 
they Conſpired together and Plotted either 

to kill the Magiſtrates, or to ſubvert the 
Commonwealth. (b) And whereas, in cele- 
brating the holy Myſteries after Chriſt's In- 
ſtitution, they took Bread and Wine, uy 
were thought by many, not to worſhip Chriſt, 
but Bacchus and Ceres: becauſe thoſe Deities 
were worſhipped by the Prophane and Super- 
ſtitious Heatheng after the fame manner 
with Bread and Wine. Theſe Things were 
believed by a great many, not becauſe they 
were True, (for what could be leſs ſo? ) but 
becauſe there was fome Probability in them, 


—— AC 
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74 The geg of the 
and they might, | by a ſhew of Truth, the 
more ealily Deceive. 

At this very rate the Church of Rome ac- 
cuſe us of Herefie, of Separation from the 
Church and Communion of Chriſt z not that 
they think theſe Accuſations True, (for that 
is none of their Concern) but that ignorant, 
- Injudicious Perſons might be berrayed by a 
1 Appearance, into a real Belief of the 
ruth of them. It is true, we ſeparated, but 
hoc, as Hereticks do, from the Church of 
Chriſt, but, as all Good Men ought to do, 


al. from che corrupt Society of Wicked and Hy- 


be- 


' Perſons. But here They Triumph 
wonderfully, chat Theirs is the True Church, 
the of Chriſt, the Pillar of Truth, 
and Noah's Ark, out of which no Salvation 
is to hoped for z but that we have made a 
Separation, — rent Chriſt's Veſture, are 
ſevered from the Body of Chriſt, and have 
fallen off from the Catholick Faith. And 
when they have left nothing unſaid, though 
never ſo falſe and malicious, that may be 
_ diſadvantagious to us 5, et this one thing we 
deſie them to ſay, viz. That we have departed 
either from rhe Word the Apoſtles, of 
Chriſt, or the Primitive Church. And we 
have always been of opinion, that the Primi- 
tive Church of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, aud 
of the holy Fathers, is the True Catholick 
Church; and that we dare call Noah's Ark, 
the Spouſe of Chritt, the Ground and Pillar 
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ol Truth, and place all out Hopes of Salva- 
tion in it. To depatt from any Society of 
Men one has always — — 
has in truth — 
of ſuch Perſons who (though they hoy 
2.5 to be Chrltwns, an kee under 


at 
rams but upon the utmoſt ty, and 
even Then it was with all the Unwill 
on I 

up in t a) 
the Abommation of Deſolation, . 9 
Chriſt, on ſtand openly in the Holy Place 3 

a Pirate or a Tae d ſhould poſſeſs 
himſelf of Noah's Ark : 


- So They, with a Fair, a Falſe Appear- 


ance, impoſe TEIN MELT | 


— 


oy 1 


00 Mat. 2h 15, @) Joh. 8. 39. 
confound 


- 
4 


cCeonſound us wich the bare Name of the 


. 
* 4 


Church. As if a Villain . gotten poſ⸗ 


ſeſſion of another Man's Houſe, and either 


thruſt out or murder'd the Owner, ſhould 
then call it his, and diſpoſſeſs the Right 
Heir. Or as if Antichriſt ſhould poſſeſs him- 
ſelf of the Temple of God, and then ſay that 
it belonged to him, and that Chriſt had no- 
thing to do with it. For theſe Men, though 


they have ſcarcely left any thing in the 


Church of God that has the Appearance of 
à Church, yet they ſet up for the Patrons 
and Defenders of it. As Gracchus formerly 
ſtood in Defence of the Roman Treaſury, 
when he:had ſpent every Penny of their Mo- 
ney by#prodigious Donatives, and other ex- 
travagant Expences. And there never was 
any thing yet ſo unreaſonable or wicked, 
which Men may not eaſily conceal and coun- 


tenance with the Name of the Church. 


"Waſps have their Combs like Bees, and 
Wicked ben their Aſſemblies in Imitation 
of the Church of God. 2 0 
But they are not all the People of God 
who are called ſo, nor are they all Iſraeli tet 
who are of Iſrael. (a) The Arian Hereticks 


bragg d that they were the onely Catholicks, 


and called other Chriſtians, Ambroſians, Atha- 
naſtans, and Fohanmſts.-Neſtorius the Heretick, 


ä 


(a) Axzuftin. Exi$. 48. ad Vncen. "RE 
p . as F 
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as Theodoret ira, — * de- 
bootia ali, under the pretext 
Sound und node Bion, though a yo 
Samaritan in opinion, yet, ing to 
Bani, would needs be called a Chriſtian. . 


as all Hiſtories affirm, 


ſelves cannot Gary, we. e of 


=> 1 Hagar; * 
of Sarah t 9 + 
_—_ b AW; 


2 
So the Falle Prophets of all — 
oppoſed the Prophets of God, Iſaial 


miab, our Saviour Chriſt,” and his 
boaſted of nothi Cor. an ts iſ, 


the Church, and ſo ſeverely perſecuted 3 


and called them Renegades and Apoſtates, for 
no other reaſon than for their 
from their Society, and the Neglect ef the 
Ordinances of their Fathers: Nom if we 
muſt ſubmit entirely to the Judgment of 
Thoſe Perſons which at That Time had the 
Government of the Church, without 
to any thing elſe, even to God, or his Werd 2 
it cannot be denied, but that the —— 
becauſe they had ſeparated from the 
Scribes, that is the Cat 


Priefts 


Church, and had” "againſt their Wills — 
their Endeavours too introduced ſeveral New 
Things into their Religion, were Rightly and 
Lawfully codemned. Therefore, as it was 


faid 


105 


The Mahometans at this 1 Day, 5-4 : 


ife, are fond of being ca 


"1 SY 


Regard 


Y d erly of Hercules, that 
from his E 2 
Conquer him: 10 we | 


2 ituted and is agreeable 
do the Primitive Church of Chriſt, the Apo- 
ſtles, and the Fathers: Which we do not at 


— 9 — — „ _— — 
. * — * 1 _.t 


Y Jer: 2. 4. O Rev. 2. 9. (e) John 8. 44. 
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all doubt was the True Catholick Church. 
If we could have thought that Ignorance, Er- 
ror, Superſtition, Idolatry, the Inventions of 
Men, and thoſe very often cantradiftory to 
the Holy! „were ſufficient towards” 
the obtaining of Everlaſting Salvation z «we 
could be aſſured that the Word of God π 
written for ſome Years only, and that aſter- 
wards it 
Word and Command of God ought entirely 
tobe ſubjected to the Will of Man, iaſomucii 
that whatſoever God 
leſs the Biſhop of Rome 1ay and command the 
ſame, is Null and of no Effect, as if it had 
never been written « H we could haue been 
induced to Believe: theſe Things, , n 
. _ 


what we have done, in . 
Ace 


Church and apparently 

which had plainly departed from 

of God, leaving by Ertots, rather than It; 
and that not Turbulently and Violent but | 
with all Quietneſs and Nlodefty; is n at alt 
contrary to Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, For it is 
no 'Qualification-of the Church of God, that 
it ſhould never have an) Blemiſn, of nevet 
ſtand in need of Reparation ; elſe, here is 
the Necoſſity of fo many Atem blies and 
2 which, as (2) — 


ſays or commands, un- 


FO OO IT 


(a) In Lateran,Cobcil. ſub Fulio 2. 
the 


ought to be laid —— t che 


of retaining the Names of Biſhops' to 90 


the Chriſtian Faith cannot ſtand: For as 
* often (ſays he) as Councils are diſcontinued, 
1 ſo often is the Church deſtitute of Chriſt. 
Or, if there is no Danger of the Church's 
receiving any Damage, where is the Neceſſity 


Purpoſe, which they ſtill retain ? - Or why - 
are they called Shepherds, if there be no 
Flocks that can go aſtray ? Why are they call- 
ed Watchmen, if there be no City to be be- 
tray d? Why are they called Pillars; and Sup- 
8 if there is nothing that can fall down? 
reſently after the Creation of the Church of 
God began to ſpread, and was inſtructed with 
the Heavenly Word which God himſelf pro- 
nounced with his own' Mouth, it was fur- 


'niſhed with holy Ceremonies, taught by the 


Spirit of God, by the Patriarchs and the Pro- 


phets, and continued down to the very Time 
that Chriſt appeared in the Fleſrn. 


But O good God! how often in the mean 
time was it darkned and obſcured, and almoſt 
8 WT „ er, 5e zit then, 
when (a) had corrupted its way upon 
the wy f 5 was it, when . — | 
Whole Race of Mankind, Eight Perſons onely, 
and they not all Godly and Religious neither, 


by the Will of God were ſaved from the Com: 
mon and Univerſal Ruin? (4) When Elias 


2 IE — — 


— — 
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the Prophet ſo Mournfully and Bitterly com- 
plained, that of all the World, He was the 
onely Perſon that Worſhipped and Served God 
Rightly and Truly? And when () Eſatas 
ſaid, the Silver of the People of God, that is, 
of the Church, is become Droſs. And the 
once Faithful City become an Harlot; and that 
from the Sole of the Foot even unto the Head 
"there was no Soundneſs in it? Or when Chriſt 
ſaid, that the (b)-Houſe of God was, by the Chief 
Priefts and Phariſees made a Den of Thieves ? 
It is with the Church as with a Field, 
_ unleſs it be ploughed and harrowed, manured 
and weeded, inſtead of Wheat, it will pro- 
duce Thiſtles, Darnel, and Nettles. © For 
This Reaſon God ſent Prophets and Apoſtles, 
and laſt of all his Own Son Chriſt Jeſus, to - 
bring the People into the Right Way, and to 
1 and ſupport the feeble Church. And 
left any one ſhould ſay; theſe things were 
done under the Law, in the Times of Dark- 
neſs and Obſcurity, in the Infancy of the 
Church; when the Truth lay hid under a 
Veil of Types and Ceremonies; when no- 
thing was yet brought to Perfection, and the 
Law was not written in Men's Hearts, but 
in the Tables of Stone. (Though this is a 
very ridiculbus Diſtinction z for there was 
Then the ſelf-ſame God, the ſame Spirit, the 


ä 


— 


(4) Iaiah 1. 21, 22. (5) Mat. 21. 13. 
G fame 
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ſame Chrift, the ſame Faith, the ſame Doc- 
trine, the ſame Hope, the fame Inheritance, 
the ſame Covenant, the ſame Power and 155 
| of God's Word. Atid accordingly (2) 
Eu obius ſays, © All the Faithful, even 1 
Aan to Chrift, were Really and Indeed 
* Chriſtians, tho' they were not termed ſo.) 
But left Men, I fay, ſhould make uſe of the 
aforeſaid ObjeRion, St. Paul the Apoſtle, even 
Then, in the Prime of the Goſpel, in the 
Times of Perfection and clear Light, found 
the like Errors and Failings, inſomuch that 
he was forced to write. thus to the Galati#ts, 
whom he had before taught and inſtructed m 
the Faith; () I am afraid of No leſt he 
beſtowed upon you labour in vam, DNN have 
heard me preach the Goſpel to no 
(c) My little children, of hem: I travail Fr 
birth again, until Chriſt be d in you. 
E And as for the Church of Corinth, it was fo 
1 | manifeſtly depraved, that it is needleſs to 
a | mention it. And how can there an Keaton 
| 28 x be given, why the Churches of Galatia a 
= Corinth might Err, and fall from their Fe. 
= rity, and the Church of Rome onely be ex- 
| 
| 


——_— —— 
_ 
a P 
* 2 6 
* 


empt from theſe —— and be in- 
tf capapble of Erring or Falling ? It is certain 

| Chriſt propheſied of his Cen! before, 
; that the Time — come when ben — 


a) Eccl. nit lib. 1. cap- 4+ (b) ee in 
Ver. 19. (d) Mat. 24. 13. 


[} LIES. | tion 5 
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5 ould fland in the boly place. And Saint 

id, that Anti riſt ſhould place 

his Ta 20 in the Temple of God: 4d 
(b) the Time ſhould come when Men ſhould not 
exdure ſound Doctrine. But in the very Church 
Men ſhould be turned unto Fables. And Saint 
Peter (c) ſaid, that there ſhould be Falle- 
Teachers in the Church of Chriſt. And the 
Prophet Damel, |, ſpeaking of the Latter Times 
of Antichriſt, fa Js, at That Time (d) Trath 

Pall be call tot be gromd, a and trodden under 
* And our Saviour Chriſt repreſents the 
- Canfufion and Calamity of Thoſe Times to 
be ſo Great, that it were enough (e) to de- 
ceive_ (if it were poſſible) even the very Ele. 
And all theſe things are to happen, not a- 
mongſt Pag ant and Turks, but in the Holy 
Place, int > Tec) le of God, in the Church, 
in the Aſſembly — Sociery of thoſe that 
wall profeſs _ Name of Chriſt, 

And though Theſe Confiderations Alone 
may be ſufficient to make any wiſe Man cau- 
tious that he does nat ſuffer himſelf unawares 
to be impoſed upon by the Name of the 
Church, and by that means be kindred from 
making any farther Enquiry into it by the 
Word of God: Yet befides this, .many of 
the Fathers, Learned and Pious Men, have 
_ loud hos nag.) that all theſe YAM 


th. 


Theff, 1 . 
1 fin Game 


2 happened 
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happened in Their Time, For God, in the 
midſt of that Miſt of Darkneſs, was pleaſed 
to Raiſe up ſome Men, who though they did 
not give ſo full and clear a Light, yet ſpark- 
led, as it were, ſo as to be taken Notice of 


by Men in the Dark. 


Hilary, when the Church was in a manner 
ſound and uncorrupt, ſpeaks to this Effect; 
(a) *© Ye are deceived, ſays he, with the Love 
© of the Building; ye are miſtaken in the Ob- 
ject of your Veneration, if you regard Ma- 


© terial Edifices as the. Church of God. Ye 


© are deceived in the Peace and Safety you 
aſcribe to them. For in thoſe Places, it is 
not to be queſtioned, but Antichriſt will 
< ere@ his Throne; Mountains and Woods, 
Fens, Priſons, and Quagmires, are, in my 
© Judgment, Places of more Safety, where 
the Prophets, either by Choice or Force, 
* took up their Reſidence, and Propheſied by 
the Spirit of God. | 5 
Gregory, as if he had certainly foreſeen the 
Ruin that followed, wrote after this Manner 
to John Biſhop of Conſtantinople, who Firſt 
aſſumed that New and Unheard of Title, of 
Driver ſal Biſhop of the Whole Church of Chrift : 


(6) © If the Whole Church depend upon one 


* {ingle Man, the Whole Church will un- 
* doubtedly fall. And who has not ſeen this 


— - 


(a) Contra Auxen'ium, (b) tn egit. Epiſt. ad 8 
Saying 


lib. 4. Epiſt. 3a. 
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Saying long fince verified? The Biſhop of 
' Rome long ago would needs have the Whole 
Church depend ſolely upon Himſelf z it is no 
wonder therefore that it is long ſince come to 
utter Rain. Bernard the Abbot, above Four 
hundred Years ago, ſaid, The whole Body 
© of the Clergy are now corrupt and unſin- 
* cere; there is nothing wanting but that che 
* Man of Sin nay be revealed. The ſame, 
in his Treatiſe of St. Paul's Converſion, ſays, 
© Perſecution may, perhaps, ſeem to be at an 
* End, but it is now Beginning, and that by 
* thoſe Men too who fill the Chiefeſt Places 
* in the Church. Thy Friends and thy Neigh- 
* bours have drawn near, and itood-up againſt 
* thee. From the Sole of the Foot even unto the 
Head, there is no Soundneſs. Iniquity has 
: e from the Elders, the Judges, and 
© Deputies, who pretend to Rule and Govern 
* thy People. We cannot now ſay, As the Peo- 
ple, ſo is the Prieſt; for the People are not 
© ſo bad as the Prieſts: O Lord God! They 
that ſeem to deſire the Chiefeſt Places, and 
© bear the greateſt Sway in thy Church, act 
* the greateſt Part in « Perſecution of it. 
The ſame Perſon, upon the Canticles, (a) wri- 
teth thus; They are All thy Friends, yet 
are they All thy Enemies; they are All Al- 

lied to Thee, yet ate they All thine Adverſa- 


— 
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(a) Serm. 33. 


Wy ries 3 
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of Theſe Men will 
them. But what if 1 rin Men thy have. 
been admired and adored b them for Wit- 


gets the Servants of Chriſt ſerve Antichriſt, 
hold, in my Peace there is the greateſt Bit- 
terneſs. Roger Bacon (a), a Gre and Noted 
Man, when he had ſharply touched on the 


miſerable State of Affairs in his Time, ſays, 


So many Errors, ſurely muſt be attended by 
An ichriſt. b 
Gerſon complains, that in his Time Divi- 
nity had loſt al its Force, and was dwindled 
ih meer Sophiſtry, nothing but a Subj ject 
for the Ambitious to diſpute and ſhew their 

Wit wg Is 
The Poor Men, commonly ſtiled Payperes 
cone Men really 10's good Lives, uſed 
ently to 8 hat the Church of 
even Then when it was the Oracle of 


the Rove, en was that Whore of Babylon, and 


Company of Devils, concerning whom ſo 

many clear Prophecies are extant in the Re- 

velations, 1 I know ver 3 well the Authorit 
nifie nothing Sith 


neſſes againlt them ? (Þ) Whar 51 tell them 
that fy cop" Biſhop 745 ingenuouſly 


knowledged, hat all thoſe Miſchicls . 
their Ne to the Papal Throne? 


Pighins acknowledges the Crime 8 71 Nad i 
W ſeveral Abuſes into the Maſs, which 
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he otherwiſe looks und and reſpects as 
282 8, That all ch the Virtue GR 

Ghoſt, Which ſhould be exerted in us, = 7 
all True Piety, was utterly 3 and 
extinguiſhed hy the Maltitude of Trifling In- 
ſigniſicant Ceremonies. All Greece and A, 
— that the Popes of Rowe have laid 
a Reſtraint 2 Mens Conſciences, as well as 
Picked their Pockets, by the Trade ae, 
with Purgatories and Ind 

As for the Tyranny and P an Pride of 
the Biſhop of Rome, to paſs by others, (whom, ' 
for their free Reprehenſions of their Vices, it 
is probable They would call Enemies,) thoſe 
Men that have led all their Life at Rome, 
in the Holy City, in the Preſence = a : 
Holy Father, and were capable of knowing 
all his Secrets, and never departed from t 
2 Faith, ſuch as Laurentius Valla, 


Alis Patavinus Francis Petrarch, Ferom 
— — Abbot Foactin Baptiſt of Men- 
tua, and before 


2 r — 1 ae : 
e, I lay, made great A requent 
Complaints, and did ſometimes hint, how 
truly or falſely” we do not pretend to deter- 
mine; but very- plenty. that the Tipe him- | 
ſelf mp4 buche ; 
either can it be objected oft chem, 
that they were either — or Zug: 5 
lians, ſince they lived not only Years, but 
ſome Ag es before their Names were ever 
heard of. And they ſaw that there were 


4 Errors 


The 
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Errors at that Time of Day crept into the 
Church, and defired a Reformation of them. 
And what wonder was it that the Church 

ſhou'd be carried away and miſ-led by Errors, 


at that-Time eſpecially, when neither the Bi- 


de 


ſhop of Rome, who had the ſole Management 
of all Affairs, nor ſcarcely any Body elſe, 


either did their Duty, or fo much as Under- 


ſtood what it was to do their Duty. It is 


hardly to be thought, that when they gave 


themſelves up to Idleneſs and Reft, the Devil 
would all that while ſleep and be idle too. 
And how induſtrious they were, and with 
what Diligence and Faithfulneſs they looked 


after the Houſe of God, (to ſay nothing our 


ſelves) let their own Friend St. Bernard (a) 


ſhew them. The Biſhops, ſays he, to whoſe 


* Care the Church of God is now committed, 
* are. not Teachers, but Seducers z not Paſtors, 
but Impoſtors; not Prelates, but Pilates. 


This Character does St. Bernard give of the 


Pope, who affected to be called the Supreme 


Biſhop, and of the other Biſhops, who, at that 
Time ſat at the Helm: And he was no Lut he- 
ran, no Heretick, nor ever had forſaken the 
Catholick Church; and yet he made no Scru- 
ple of calling the Biſhops of-thoſe Times, De- 
ceivers, Impoſtors, nay, and Pilates too. Now 
when the People were thus evidently ſeduced, 


2 * 


2 


— 
3 « = 


(a) Ad Eugenium. 
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and Chriſtians were kept in the Dark when 
Pilate had once more got into the Judgment- 
Seat, and condemned Chriſt nd his Mem- 
bers to Fire and Sword; in what Condition 
then, in the Name of God, was the Church 
of Chriſt > Now of ſo many and groſs Er- 
rors as they have been guilty of, which of 
them have they ever Corrected and Reform- 
ed, or ſo much as Acknowledged? 

- But fince Theſe Men pretend to aſſume 
to themſelves the Name of the Catholick 
Church, and call us Hereticks for diſagreeing 
with them; let us ſee what Mark or Cha- 
racter the Church of Rome has, whereby it 
may be known to be the Church of God: 
And if a Man will Diligently and in | 
Earneſt ſeek for it, it is no very difficult 
Matter to find where the Church of God is; 
for it is (a — in the Top of the Moun- 
tains ; and exalted above the Fills: and is (b) 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets. '* There, ſays St. Auguſtin (e), let 
*- us ſeek the Church, there let us try our 
*, Cauſe,” And, as he ſays in another (d) 
Place; The Church muſt be ſhewn out of 
the Holy and Canonical Scriptures ; and 
* that Church which cannot prove her Title 
from Them, has no Right to that Name. 


— 


» 


(a) ia. 2. 2. * (% Eph. 2. 20. 
(e) De Vnitat e Eccleſ. cap. 3. (4) Cap. 4. 
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— the reaſon, whether it be for 
Fear, or for Conſcience-ſake, or Deſpair of 
; but Theſe Men always dread and 


ſhun » Word of God, 29 2 Thief does the 
Gallows. Nor indeed is it any Wonder: for, 
as hey ſay, 'Cantharides are preſently lied 
and ſuffocated in Balm of Gilead, though it 
be a maſt fragrant and odoriſerous Ointment ; 
ſo Theſe Men cannot but obſerve their Cauſe 
to expire in the Word of God, as if it were 


Poiſun to it. Aud therefore the Holy Scrip- 


tures, which our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt quoted 
in all his Diſcourſe, and at laſt ſealed with 
his own Blood, did They term, the more ea- 
{yy to deter People from them, as from ſome- 
thing dangerous and hurtful, a Bare Letter, 
. fi Unprofitable, Dumb, Killing, and 
Dead. Which, i in our opinion, is as much as 
to ſay, the res axe neithet valuable nor 
uſeſul at all. To which * add a 
home ly bimilivade, — them (4) a Noſ 
turn'd and worł d 
into any Shape, and made to ſerve what Pur- 
s you — Is the Pope to be informed 
that theſe are the Words of his Qreatures ?- 
or is he ignorant what fort of Champions 
he has got. | 
Let Sim hear then with what a ſpirit of 
Piety ang Holineſs Hoſius a Polonian Biſhop 
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( as he ſays of himſelf) writes Th, 85 


uent, and ho unlearned 

tarp and 0d thout Champion of that 
ut ſurely you will wonder how 755 

that — the leaſt pretence 

either Think ſo Wickedly, or 15 15 Con- 


temptibly of thaſe Words, which he 25 


proceeded out of the Mouth of God 4 
eſpecially in ſuch a manner, as that he W 
nat have it appear as his own Private Opinion 
onely, but as the Common inion of all his 
Church. (a) Since, ſays he, there are fo 
* many, and ſq different, nay, and contrar 
* Interpretations of the Scriptures, we wi 
s mr 1 Nam, — Ta Wege, 
and will rat ear 
© our ſelves tp thoſe Bare 8 125 i 
6 * of Salvation in hem, 

4 of duns 1 de in the Law ao: 8 Pt 
- © Scriptures, but t o F 
It is 1d d hi +» Van befor 

iptures ; for. the Scripture BY 

Creature, a Bare Letter. Gt 
exactly with the Temper and Spirit 10 
tanus, or Marcion, who 1 
the Scriptures with Scorn and 2 
uſed to ſay, * They knew More and Bet 
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(a) Har oſs in lib. 4 2275 Verbo Dei 
ſub alter ius Perſona : ple alias 
* libro, diſer. Ve We 
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ever knew. What ſhall 1 fay now? Are 


not theſe Excellent Supporters of Religion? 


Are not theſe Admirable Overſeers of Chriſt's 
Church? . Is this that Reverence ye pay to 
the Word of God; Is this your Treatment 
of thoſe Scriptures, which. St. Paul (a) lays, 
| with ſo many Miracles, in which 
are the Lively Impreſſions of the very Steps 
of. Chriſt, which all the Holy Fathers, the 
Apoſtles, and Angels, which Chriſt himſelf, 
the Son of God, upon occaſion, cited and 
Ne for Proof of what they ſaid > Theſe 

criptures will ye throw by, as uſeleſs, and 
not worth hearing? That is, will ye im- 
poſe Silence upon God Himſelf, who ſo clear- 
55 ſpeaks to you in the Scriptures? That 

'otd, by which alone, as St. Paul (P) faith, 


are given by Inſpiration of God, which Ge 
has 4 f . 


God hath reconciled us to himſelf ; and which 


the Prophet David (c) faith, is pure and clean, 
and endureth for ever ; That Word, will ye 
call a Bare Letter onely? Or that 
Time which Chriſt has commanded us to 
ſpend in the diligent (d) Searching and con- 
tinual Reading of the Scriptures, will ye call 
miſ-ſpent and'miſ-imployed ? Or do ye think, 
that Chriſt and his Apoſtles, when they ex- 
horted Men to ſtudy the Scriptures, that they 


might abound in all Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
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| 2 2 Tim. 3. 16. (0) 2 Cor. 3. 18. (e) Plal, 19. 8. 
(4) John 5. 55. | 2 5 
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meant to Deceive them, and put a Trick up- 
on them? It is no Wonder' that We, and 
all that belong to us, meet with Nothing 
from theſe Men but Contempt, when God 
and his Word are ſo lighted. by them. Let 
ſurely it was very abſurd in them to offer ſo 
great an Injury to the Word of God, that 
they might abuſe us. 9 N 51 
And as if this were not ſufficient, they 
make no ſcruple of Burning the Holy Scrip- 
tures, like wicked King 44 of old, as Au- 
tiochus, or Maximinus, formerly did, and fre- 
quently call them Hereticàl Books; and ſeem 
to have ſet on foot the ſame Project that He- 
rod formerly made uſe of to obtain the Go- 
vernment of Judea (4): For he being an 
Idumean, a Stranger to the Stock and Kin- 
dred of the Jews, would yet be taken for a 
Few, that he might make ſure: of the Go- 
vernment of 7udea, which he had gotten of 
Auguſtus Caſar, for Him and his Poſterity. 
And to this end, he commanded all the Re-. 
giſters of their Pedigrees, that from Abraham - 
d been preſerved and kept with the great- 
eſt Care in their Treaſury, and by which any 
Man's 1ribe and Lineage might with the 
leaſt difficulty and the greateſt certainty 
be known, to be burnt and made away with, 
that nothing might remain to Poſterity, 


W * 


(a) Africanus apud Euſeb. Eccl, Hiſt. lib, I, Cap. 7. 


whereby 
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whereby he might be known i da an Ale. 
Juſt fo theſe Men, when they would haye 


all their Tenets paſs for the Traditions of 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and valued as fuch, 
either burn the Holy Scriptures, or con 


4 
A iſ fch Men St. 00 — 
ay end and properly reticks, ſays 7 


© he, ſhut the Doo the Truth ; $ 
nt Gate ſtood bet 
the Church would be none of Theirs. * 


att ſays, The Word of God is a Light 
* by which ill Men are diſcovered. And 
Tertuſian, The Holy Scripture detects the 
Fraud and Roguery of Hereticks. Now wh 


them from the Pep Sight, that there ma 
28 no oy left of 
e Drea 


iſproving their Lyes 


do they hide and ſuppreſs the Goſpel, whic 


Chriſt would have preached upon the Houſe- 
top? Why do they thruſt that Light un 

a Buſbel, which ought to be ſet up in a Can- 
dlefick * Why do they truſt more to the 
Blindneſs and Ignorance of the Vulgar, than 
to the Gesdnelf of their Cauſe > Do 
think their Artifices are not diſcover dꝰ 

do they now hope to walk unſeen or ungb- 
ſerved, as if they were Maſters of Gyges's 
Ring ? No, all Men are now very well fa- 
tisfied what is in the Cabinet of the Biſhop 
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1 Rome's Breaſt : This Alone is a fufficicat 
rgument that > do not aft ] 2 and 

Het, 'That Cauſe may be fairly 

that — 4 Examination 45 the 25 To For 
he whoſe Deeds are Evil, as Chriſt fays, loves 
2 {cron than Light ? #. 1 Con- 
ſcience willingly appears in public t 
Works which 2 of God may be ſeen. 
are n fo dial as not to be 
te that if the Scriptures obtain their 
Authority, they muſt ſhakehands with 
and their Government mult fall: And as For- 
merly the Idols of the Devil, whoſe Oracles 


were then reſorted to, are ſaid to be truck 


dumb at the Appearance of Chriſt u 
ſo will Theſe Mens Artifices be — 


at the fight of the Goſpel : (a) For Anti- 
chriſt is not to be deſtroyed, * mth the 


2 4 of the eee. (as Their 


Practice is) to the Flames, but to the Scrip- 


tures ; —_ do we endeavour to fu wel 
them w 


the Sword, but with the Word 
of God. ith That, as Tertullian ſays, we 
Feed and nouriſſi our Faith: by That we ſtir 
up our Hope, and confirm our Confidence. 
For we know chat the (b) Goſpel. of Feſus 
Chriſt is the Power of God unto Salvation, 
and that. therein. conlilts Eternal Life, And 
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as St. Paul warns us, we give no ear even 
(a) to an Angel from Heaven, if he endea- 
vour to looſen our Hold there, or draw us 
from any Part of that Doctrine. Nay, and 
as that moſt Holy Perſon Fuſtin Martyr ſays, 
We ſhould not give heed to God himſelf, if 
© he ſhould preach any other Goſpel unto us. 
For as for their throwing by the Holy Scrip- 
tures as uſeleſs and inſignificant, and appeal- 
ing to God rather, who, they ſay, ſpeaks in 
the Church and in the Councils, that is ap- 
pealing to their own Judgments and Dexer- 
minations. This Method of finding out the 
Truth, is both very uncertain, and very dan- 
gerous, ſomething fantaſtical, and diſappro- 
ved of by the Holy Fathers. St. Chryſoftom 
ſays, © There are often- times many that boaſt 
© of the Holy Ghoſt ; but whoever ſpeak of 
© their own head, make a falſe pretence to that 
* Holy Spirit: For (ſays he) as Chriſt denied 
* that he ſpake of Himſelf, when he ſpake 
© of the Law and the Prophets; ſo now, 
* if any thing be forced upon us in the Name 
* of the Holy Ghoſt, except the Goſpel, 
* we ought not to believe it. For as Chriſt 
js the Fultilling of the Law and the Pro- 
© phets, ſo is the Holy Ghoſt the Fultilling 
of the Goſpel. Thus far St. Chry/oftom. _ 
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But though they have not the Holy Scrip- 
tures, yet my have, it may be, the old Doc- 
tors and Holy Fathers on their fide. For 
this has always been their greateſt Boaſt and 
Triumph, That all Antiquity, and the per- 
petual uninterrupted. Conſent of all Times, 
appears for Them; whereas all Our Opinions 
are but newly ſtarted, and, till of late Years, 
Doubtleſs there cannot be a Heavier Im- 
putation laid on Religion, than that of No- 
velty. For as there can be no change in 
God, ſo ought there to be none in the Wor- 
ſhip of Him. Let nevertheleſs, though by 
what Means we are ignorant, it has always 
happened from the Beginning of the World, 
that whenever God did, as it were, Enlighten 
or Reveal any ſuch Truth to Mankind, - its 
wicked Enemies reproached it with Novelty, 
though it were not only of the greateſt An- 
tiquity, but even from all Eternity. Wicked 
and Bloody Haman, when he would traduce 
the Jews, and make them odious to King 4ſ- 
ſuerus, brought this Accuſation againſt them 
There is a certain People (a) diſperſed in all 
the Provinces of thy Kingdom, and their Laws 
are diverſe from all People, neither keep they 
the King's Laws. St. Paul, when he began 
to preach the Goſpel at: Athens, was called 
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with te People, not hing is more Grateful to 
the Vulgar, than "eſe ames. But now, 
wa .. 85 Thing e they would fait 

bet bought Ne ſhould 8 
r greateſt Ant 


ry, in, Fiat if ali Amel Sy gy 
the value, — cry up ſo . for their 
Antiquity, ſhould, upon a ſtrict and impartial 
Exittbation, at laſt b. found to be New and 
of lite Date? 
Certainly, no Man that rightly conſiders, 
thald believe the Laws and Ceremonies: bf 
830 to be New, notwithſtanding Hamun 
ed that apo them; 1 they were 
2 5 upon, Tables ma 15 ges before that 


ime. And Chriſt, th 
their Aches, and to have a hd * ſome 
eligion in his own ery juſtly 
infwcted, (a) Had ze believel he ye 
Would have Lier 18: * 7 not 
very ou imagine; gſes, an 
Auth "= . ny cl Antiquity, in whom 
yt truſt, He ef, Ta d St, Paul ſays, 
© That the Goſpel eur though by many 
* it be judged to be New, 1s yet confirmed by 

* the moſt Antient Teſtimony of the Law and 

* the Prophets.” Now our Doctrine, which 
We may. more : juſtly ſtile the 3 Do- | 
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100 The Apology 'of the 
&rine of Chriſt, is ſo. far from being New, 
that it is recommended to us by the Ancient 

Days, God and the Father of our Lord 
eſus Chriſt, in the Goſpel, in the Books of 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, Monuments of the 
greateſt Antiquity. Can it now appear New, 
to any one that does not think the Faith of 
the Prophets, the Goſpel, and Chriſt himſelf, 
to be New too? Now if their Religion be 
of ſuch Antiquity as they would have us be- 
lieve it is, how comes it to paſs. that they 
bring no Proof of it, from the Examples of 
the Primitive Church, from ,the Ancient Fa- 
thers, and Old Councils? Why ſhould that 

Cauſe which pleads ſo great Antiquity, lie 
ſo long deſtitute of any Patron to defend it2 
Fire and Sword they have been always dex- 
terous at, but not a word of old Councils and 
Fathers. it was Madneſs in them to begin 
with ſach Bloody and Cruel Methods, if they 
could have found out more eaſie and gentle 
ways of Perſuaſion. But if they do reall 
ſo much confide in the Antiquity they boa 
of, as they pretend to do, and do not Preva- 
ricate, why did (a) John Clement an Engliſh- 
man, not many Years ſince, before ſeveral 
Worthy and Creditable Perfons, tear in pieces 
and throw into the Fire feveral Leaves of 
the very Ancient Father and Greek Biſhop | 


"(4) Diſt. 27. Quidam Auguſt. de Bane Viduitat, cap. 10. 
Theodoret, 


— 


1 3 
WES. 28 
1 1 5 
9 


1 7 W 5 Y as £ $$ - 
Theodoret, in which he plainly and manifeſtly 
taught, that the Nature of the Bread. in the 
Eucharift was not changed ; only becauſe he 
was in hopes there was never another Copy 
to be found > Why does Albertus Pig bins 
deny the Ancient Father St. Augu/fin's Opi- 
nion concerning Original Sin, to be right ? 
Why does he fay that he was miſtaken, and 
that he Lyed, and uſed falſe Logick, in the 
Caſe of (4) Marriage after a Vow made 3 
which Marriage St. Auguſtin affirms to be, 
valid, and not to be diſanulled? Why in a 
late Edition of the Father Origen upon Saint 
Fobn's Goſpel, did they leave out the Whole 
Sixth Chapter entirely, wherein it is credi- 
ble, or rather certain, that he contradicted 
them in many things concerning the Eucha- 
riſt ; and would rather put out the Book ( 
maimed and imperfe&, than venture the Re- 

roof it might have given to their Errors, had 
it been Perfect? Is this truſting to Antiquity, 
to Tear, Suppreſs, Mangle, and Burn the Wri- 
tings of the Ancient Fathers? lt is worth one's 
while to obſerve, how well Theſe Men, and 
| Theſe Fathers, they ſa much boaſt of, agree 
in Points of Religion. The Ancient Council 
of (e) Eliberts decreed, * That nothing that 
moved the People to Adoration, ſhould be ' 


PO" 


4) Cauſ. 27. c. 4. Nuptiarim bonum. In Contr over fis. r | 
b) The Book is now extant, and is handed bot im- 
perfect. (e) Heldan, Chriji. 305. c. 3. 2 


H painted 


& -1 . 8 5 Ex 85 od $a? QI? Ae A 


182 Is, Ag 6 of. the 
pke, 5K The. Ancient Father. 
Efe! 1s 2 horrible and intole- 
> e Sy © ſet up any Pictures, nay, even 
6 of Chrift himſelf, fs Churches.” They, as 
it the Life yg Soul, of Religion conſiſted” in 
them, have filled every, Corner of their 
rches with Rs and. Statues, The old 
@) Fathers Orizen and  Chryfe 0 n, exhorted 
People to read the Hal) res, and 
Wie Books, that Husbands and Wi ds, Pa- 
rents 5 11dren, might reaſon upon Points 
of Religipn at hame among themſelves, Theſe 
Men condemn the Scriptures for Dead Let- 
ters, and, as much as poſhble, keep the Peo - 
5 from. the reading of them. 9 
athers Cyprian, iphamus, and Jerom, 
were of Sa Tl if a Man have, by 
* chance, pred dh a Vow of Celibacy, and 
* afterwards lives unchaſtly, and cannot con- 
* tain, it is better for him to Marry, and to 
* live PL. And the old Father, St. Ap. 
gufin judges ſuch a Marriage to be firm and” 
valid, and not to be died. They, when 
a Man has once 0 HL himſelf by a Vow, _ 
* he aſterwards urn, though, he . | 
mit Fornication, and live never ſo wick 


and lewdly, yet d 401 not allow him, to Ay, 5 | 


10 ele in Levitic e. 16.  Chryſeſ. in ae. — 2 
Idem in 


(b) Cy "rs Bi 1h lt 47 e ee 
b ad, dena, 
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or s,. his Marriage they. fay, is nut 
e ;, And that he who keeps 4 Miſtreſs, . 
leads.a, "my . e holy Life, than 
he. hit = el ene The old 
Faher S. 4 n complained vf the: Mul- 
titide of 805 tes vere which he 
then aw Men's Conſciengegburthenedand'op- 

pred. 121 pr Ge God cared for nothing 
elſe,” hat encrea ir. Ceremonies to ſo 
grea ta nds that . baye now ſcarce - 
105 t ing el ſe left. in their Churches and Ho- 
ces. Again, the old Father St. Auguſtin" 
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me! Lo and Idleneſa, and, under 

1 2 Holineſs, to live up⸗ 
. „And the old Father Apollonia 
- fy He harder, isngbecter than à Thief. 


have Droves, r. Herds, ſhall I ſay; of 
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104 The Apology of the 
| © who would perform the Office both of a Ci - 
vil and Eccleſiaſtical Magiſtrate at the ſame 
time. They, for all that, do and will take 
upon them both Offices; or rather, never 
trouble themſelves at all with That which 
chiefly concerns them ; and yet no- body com- 
mands them to be diſplaced. The Old Coun - 
cil of Gangra commands that no ſuch Diſtin- 
ction be made between Married and Un- 
married Prieſts, as if one were more holy 
than the other, on the account of Celibacy ; 
They make ſo wide a Difference, that they 
think all their Service prophaned, when per- 
formed by a Marry'd Perſon, though a Reli- 
gious and Good Man. The (2) Ancient Em- 
peror Juſtinian commanded, that in Divine 
Service all things ſhould be pronounced with 
a clear, loud, and diſtin& Voice, for the Ad- 
vantage and Improvement of the People: 
They, to keep the People in Ignorance, 
whiſper their Offices, not only in a low and 
obſcure Tone, but alſo in a Foreign and 
Unknown Tongue 5 
The Old (5) Council of Carthage forbids 
any thing to be read in Religious Aſſemblies, 
but the Canonical Scripture ; Theſe Men 
read ſuch Stuff in their Churches, as they 
themſelves know to be meer Lyes, and idle | 
Tales. Now; if any one think theſe Things | 
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infignificant, and of no force, becauſe decreed | 
Ny pot and ſome inferior Biſhops, and 
not in Full and General Councils, and 
would be better ſatisfy d with the Name and 
2 mY Pope z Ln W _ that 
0 us (4) expreſsly f. | rieſts, | 
m the Aan un of the Sacrament, to 
dip the Bread in the Cup. They, contrary 
to the Decree of Pope Julius, divide the 


Bread, and dip it in the Wine. Pope Cle- 
ment ſays, It is unlawful. for a op to 


handle both Swords; If you will have them 


Both, (ſays he) you will deceive both your + . 


* Self, and them that Obey you. Now- a- days 
the Pope challenges both, and exerciſes both; 
and therefore it is no wonder if Clement's 
Say ing be verified, and he have deceived both 


Himſelf, and Them that hear Him. 


Leo ſays, That there ought to be but one Maſs ' 
* ſaid in one Church, in one and the ſame- 
Pay. They every Day, in the ſame Church, 
ſay ſometimes Ten Maſſes, ſometimes Twen» . 
ty, often Thirty, often more ; So that the 

poor Spectator knows not which way he had 
beſt turn himſelf, Pope Gela/ins ſays, * If any 
Man divides th Communipn, receives it in 
one kind, and not in another, he does Wick- 
* edly, and is guilty of Sacrilege. They, 
contrary tp the Word of God, and to Pope 
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Gele, of 7 the Euchlariſt to be ad- 
wüinfltrec b he People in ö: Kind only, and” 
oonſequehtiycrhake! their Prieffs gbilty of 8 


" in they fioold pretend, Hat" there 
t a that 
D of dare; ard, in a manner, | 


dead and forgortetr, and have nd relatich tc 


theſe Times; that all Men = know How” 


they! adit be rpvſted-ah wich what” De? 


"call theft Genbtal Cooncils” let us 
— itfle How digen) they 'obleti8* 
thoſe „Which, of late Tears, within our” 
Memory;- 19a Geheral” Council Lau filly 
convered, They themſel ves decree to be 
Reli . If the Laſt Council 
of Trent ſchres* Fourteth Tears agb, it was" 
u 3 b Nen of all. Orders and De- p 
ges, deoteed, * That no one Prieft fd 
” habe du Bertefters üt thefame Time. What 
is- bebome of that Detree? Is that ſo ſoon 
worn out and thtown afide? For they be- 


ſtew not only Tuo Beru fices but often . 


Abbies too; and ſottetimes To or Thr 
ſometimes Pour Biſhopricks, oh one and 

ſame Perſon; and that not only on a = 
no Lunt — a Mat of 
Sword. lu the ſame Council, it was decte 

* Thar all Biſhops ſhould Preach the Golf 
They nevet Preach, nor ſo much as ever r 
into the Pulpit, or think-it any Part of ther 
Duty ſo to do. Where then is all this migh- 
ty Shew of Antiquity? Why do they gory 
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Church of England vez 
in the Names of the Old. Fathem, the: Aw» 
cient and Modern Councils ? e 
] pretend to ib the Authority; of 
pon Bun they, do at Pleaſure. flight 

iſe? . | # is 3. 

t I Have à mind rather to apply, my ſelt 
to the Prop Wen 5 ask. him theſa 
Queſſions, face to face. Tell us, Ipray, Good 
Holy Father, you who dak Ku of at 
Antiquity; that all Mankind have their De- 
pendance on you Alone ;, which, of all the 
Fathers, ever gave you, the Title of Chief 
Frieſt, Univerſal Biſtiop, or Head- of the 
Church? Which of them told. you,.. that 
both Swords were committed to yu? Which, 
that you have Right and. Authority to ca. 
Councils?” la the Writings of which ot them 
do you fitid that, the Whole World: is burr 
your Dioceſe? Or, that all Biſhops. receive 
of your Fulneſs? Which of them ever-ſaidj; 
that all Power is giyen to you, as well in 
| Hg — in 8 A os ee 
not ſüͤbject to the Iude t of: Kings, nor | 
the Whole Clergy, nor of the Whole World? 
Which, that Kings and Emperors receive their 
Power from you, by the Command and Will 
of Chtiſt? Which of them ſo nicely and 


— —— 


(a) De Maier. & Obed. unam' Sanin. In Extrau. Beni 
facii 8. Durandys. . Concil. Lat. ſub alia. a. Di. 9.\Innocen,”+ 
De Major." & Oben. Soli. In extravag. Foan. 22. c. Cum inter 
Nonnattes:" In Nui finali. In Edit. impreſſa Pajiſis. 1503s 


Mathe, 


108 The Apology of the 
Mathematically aſcribed juſt ſeventy ſeven 
Degrees of Power and Authority to you, 
more than to the Greateſt Prince upon Earth? 
Which of them makes you Greater than the 
reſt of the Patriarchs? Which of the An- 
cient Fathers ever called you Lord and God, 
or defined you to be not Mere Man, but a 
1 certain Subſtance made up of God and Man? 
Which affirms you to be the onely (a) Foun- 
| tain of all Right? Which of them ſays you 
i have the Command over Purgatory > Which, 
| that you have the Angels of God at your 
Ii beck; Which of them ever called you King 
I of Kings, and Lord of Lords? And there 
is more to be ſaid of this kind. Which of 
all the Ancient Biſhops and Fathers ever 
taught you to ſay Private Maſs while the 
People looked on ; or to hold the Sacrament 
over your Head, wherein the Whole of your 
[| Religion at preſent conſiſts; or to mangle 
1 Chriſt's Sacraments, and, contrary to his In- 
ſtitution, and expreſs Words, to defraud th 
| People of one Part of them? Bur, to con- 
clude, Tell us any one of all theſe Fathers 
: that ever taught you to make a Trade of ex- 
| pdſing to Sale the Blood of Chriſt, the Merits 
| of his holy Martyrs, your Pardons, and the 
whole Territories of Purgatory ? 
- Theſe Men are uſed to brag much of their 
great Reading and deep Learning, which no- 
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© body.could ever yer fee: Ler them Now, : 


they can, give us a Specimen. of it, that it 
bail fe they have at leaſt read, or do 
know ſomething, 2 „ wet” 
They have taken all Opportunities, hw: 
ever they have been, of making a great Noiſe 
about the Antiquity of every Point of their 
| Religion, and how it has ever been approved 
of, not only by the Commonalty, but by the 
Conſent and Practice of all Times and Places. 
Let them now once in their Lives give ſome' 
Proof of their Antiquity; let them make it 
appear, that thoſe Tenets they talk ſo much 
have been ſo univerſally received. Let 
them declare, that all Chri/tendom has unani- 
mouſly conſented to this their Religion. But 
they fly back, as I ſaid before, from their own- 
Words, and have in ſo ſhort a Time utterly 
renounced and aboliſhed thoſe very Things 
which they themſelves, but a few Years a- 
go, eſtabliſhed to continue for Ever. How 
then ſhould one give any Credit to them, as 
to the Fathers, the ancient Councils, and the 
Word of God? They are Strangers to all 
thoſe Things they boaſt of; they have none 
of that Antiquity, Univerſality, or Agree- 
ment of Times and Places, Nor are they 
ſo ignorant of it as they would ſeem to be. 
Nay, and ſometimes they do not ſtick to make 
a fair Confeſſion of it too, And therefore 
they tell us that the Decrees of the ancient 
Councils, and of the Fathers, are, vpon ſome 
| Occaſions, 


' Dccafions, ne for chrat fuch and 
ſuch Ordmances are le to ſuch and ſuch 
Ages of che Church. And thus they wfe the 
Naine of the Church for a Cloak, and delude 
Mly Creatures with their Hae Uloſſes. 
what a Wonder is it, that Men 3 
ther be Jo Blind, as not to ſee into them 
A chey do, that n 
tamely ſuffer themfetves to be abuſed ! 
Bat as they have ordered thufe Decrees to 
be faid afide, as now ont of Faſhion and out 
of Uſe; perhaps, they have fopplied their 
| 2 with fowe ochers tha are * 
cf more Uſe: are wont to ſay, t 

neither Chriſt Hoke nor any of of bb Apo- 
les, ett the live in Theſe Days, 
could Govern the Church of God with more 
Prudence or Piety, . Go- 
verned by them. have indeed provided 
others in their ſtead ; but, as Fer Freeny (Bn. 
it is Chaff for Wheat : And as Iſaiah () ſa 
They as 2 * 4 ind at 4 

have ſtopped all rhe Fountains 
inging Water, and digged for the Peop 

deceitful, filthy Pools, full of Mire and De 
which: neither have, nor can contam Pure 
Water. They have deprived the People of 
the Holy c : of the Word o 
* wan of all Comfort and Confolation ; E 


(4) Jer. 23, 28. (b) Ila. 1. | 


of 


the Lord. Juſt ſo theſe Men, when they had 
once run down the Law of God, to make 
way for their own Traditions, Teſt" the Peo- 
ple ſhould afterwards open their Eyes, fall 
away, and ſeek for ſurer Means of Salvation 
elſewhere ; how often have they cried our, 
This is that Worſhip with which God is well 
pleaſed, which he ſtrictly requires of us, and 
with which alone his Anger is to be appeaſed ; 
it is by theſe Means that the Church is pre- 
ſerved in Unity and Concord; theſe muſt ex- 
piate all our Sins, and quiet our Conſciences; 
and whoſoever departeth from Theſe, hath put 
himſelf into an abſolute Incapacity of bei 
ſaved, For it is tedious and troubleſome, ſa 
they, to look back to Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and 
the ancient Fathers, at every turn, and to 
be perpetually enquiring what their Will and 
Command is. This, you ſee, is to draw the 
People of God from the weak Elements of 
the World, from the Leaven of the  Scribes 
and Phariſees, and from the Traditions of Men. 
And it was but Reaſon that the Commands o 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſhould be utterly abo- 
liſhed, to make room for theſe. Good Rea- 
2 8 * mn — — — 1 — 2 
rme t tion of ma 8 
- ſhould be laid aße and a New ren of R- 
ligion introduced into the Church of God. 
Neverthelels whatever it be, their Cry ſtill 
15, That nothing ought to be altered; that Men 
. are well ſatisted with theſe Things; _ 
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the Church of Roms. has decreed them; and 
ſhe canndt Her. For Prierias Nays, 
That the Church of Rome ds dhe Guide and 
Rule of Truth; and chat the Holy. Serip- 
tures teceive their Credit and Anbar on 
Her: The Doctrine (fays he) of the 
Church is the infalli Ehle ef Faith; — 
* whence the Holy Scripture recenxs its Force. 
Pm he Aras e goon 
Authorit Scripture, 
from the greater A of the Church 
* and Biſhops of Rome. Pig htus does not 
ſtick to ſay, Ther wizard to give Credit 
even tothe Plaineſt Texts ol Scrigture, witlt. 
out Licence from the Church of Rome. Juſt 
s if one that could not pute Terſe I 
n Pb, Walt ul bor elf — 
in telVevery body elſe, 
ought to uſe the ſame: Dialect that Mamme- 
treffus or Cat hulicon did many Years ago, and 
that they nom uſe in their Courts z fot ſo 
Mem might underſtand: one another well e- 
nough, and be well contented And. that it 
is ridiculaus no to trouble the World with 
-a new Form of Speaking, and to recall che 
Ea e 10 4 


5D '6] 9 ** 22 at: US . 


ang v e "of "the 


1 * — — 4 


Temples of 
the Gods ; 23 5 — now - a- 


— ft 


our Church, ay 
Which dean da be lad, 2s the Lacedemonians 
_ uſed to ſay, There was vo Adulterer in their | 
Commonwealth 3 when, inderd, they were 
rather All ſo and had no Gertainty in their 
Marriages, but kept their Wit in Common 2 | 
Or az the (4) Canoutiſts;' for their Bellies ſake, 
now ſay of the Pope, That as he is Lord of 
. 2 n 
» r . wou though he 
|? Boula ell Billg armenia ot rg 
wo n ants 
Dix inhw.ols 8 Raten'of Io 
Argument lies, we rannot ſee, unleſs, noe 
| they have plucheck che Wings 74 fo 20s 
the Raad A e of Mi 


_He came to them. thar 1 TT 


way from 3 va be 
et 4 as we 
2 el ce Thing as e che the 


—.——— 0e) Nhe that 


2 — de Shiſmate, ( Jew #64 + 
24 bY FA. thoſe 


S 

erbors; ue, their 
TE n is fob, 1 1 l 8 

ut utte 

E 00 id Watte. ws if that Chard, 

25 8 has renounced the Word of 
the. Commands of Chriſt, the Inſtitu- 

ID 2 the Examples © the 
ye Ordinances 1 the 

Councils, and 

P 220 act will be ſubject 77 — 
neither New nor os neither its own 
Folks, neither Humane nor Divine; 

that the Church of Rome not. 
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eee, gp. 6 in Daknel 


norange of ofes was in 72 
3 * ell 55 Baſom of the £- 


of your oe 2 | 


ut why, pray, do 
1 come down Pas 1 i 4 
. which their Cit e 18 
rather to dyell Bow I in 6 Fed an 2 
auſe the) will ſay, perhaps, that the Con- 
oy of Water, without: which, Na 
not well live, began to fail on the 
c Mountains. Then it is but 5 | 
2 they ſhould give us the ſame liberty, as to 


_ the Walter o Frere Life, which they take, 


In ſecking aſter the 22 52 Mall. hat 
Tos fays (9) 2 5 have 4 t 25 


Piles empty ʒ the were a amed and e oor 
The Be and Needy, ſaith (b) . Iſaiah, 


12 Water, and there 1 15 none, and their Ti 


- 


18 fer Thrift, So thele Men have bro- 
en up the Pipes and Conduits 3 they have 
2 up all the Springs a dam d mo the. 

ountarn of living . ater, with Mire and Dirt: 


"And. 38 caligula ftr eygroſſed all 75 | 


* and, —— 2 Fawide in the L. 
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of God's Word, have brought 4 miſerable 

Thitſt on the People. They have, 'as the 

Prophet 4mos (a) ſays, brought 2 Famine and 

a bf, into the Land, not 4 Famitie of Bread, 
d. 


or a Thitft of Water, hut of heayt 4-4 Words 
F God. In vain, did poor Wrerches wander, 

out to find any the leaſt fpark of Divine 
Eight to chear their Confciences'; it was all 
clean put out; nor was there apy to be found: 
This was the Condition, this was the de- 
— — State of the Church of Cod: They 
ead à miſerable Life, void of Light, deſti- 
Wherefore, they are unealy at o. 
Departure, they ought however to conſider 
how good Reaſon we habe for it: For if 
they will devy it to be Lawful for any one 
to ſeparate himſelf fram the Society he was 
bred up in, they may with Eaſe bring the 
Prophets, Apoſtles, and Chriſt himſelf under 
the fame Accuſation with us. For why dq 
not they complain too, that Lot went out of 
Sodom, Abraham out of Chaldee, the Iſraeliteg 
out of £eypr ; that Chriſt departed from 
the Fews, and Paul from the Phariſees ? For 
unleſs they will allow of a juſt Cauſe of Se- 
paration, I cannot ſee ij they may not. ac- 
— of Faction and Sedition, as well 
as IEA #5 4 Wet 4 7 ED oy 
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#18 The Apology, of 1he 
And if, p | condemn us for Here- 
ticks, * E obedient to their 
Commands; what will become; of them, or 
what ſhall we take them for, who make light 
of the Commands of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? 
If We ar Schiſmaticks for diflenting from | 


what Nawe ſhall we give thein; who 
have, hike ungrateful Children, fallen away. 
from the Greeks, from whom they firſt re- 
ceived their Faith, the Primitive Church, 
Chriſt, himſelf, and his Apoſtles? For 
the Greeks, who at this Day profeſs the 
Religion and Name of Chriſt, though they are 
not without many Corruptions, yet do retain 
| & gear part of thoſe Inſtitutions which they 
received from the Apes and therefore 
have no Private Maſſes, no mangled Sacra- 
ments, Purgatories, nor Indulgences. B 
High-Prieſts, and other Titles of Hortour, 
they have ſo great a Reſpect for, that who- 
ever pretends to take upon him the Title of 
Univerſal Biſhop, or Head of the whole 
Church, they will not ſcruple to call him a 
Proud Man, one that uſes all the other Bi- 
ſhops his Brethren ill, and an Heretick, - 
Now then, ſince it is evident beyond all 
Diſpute, that theſe Men have deſerted them 
from whom they at firſt received the Go- 
ſpel, the Faith, the True Religion, and their 
Church it ſelf, what Reaſon can they give 
why they refuſe to retyrn to them, as to the 
Fountains whence they ſprung? Why do BY 
IP MS un 


Traditions? 9 
ſetves Lr ti, 1 * he 
ord of God was preached, the Sacta- 
— wy adminiſtred; bor the Name of- 
God called on as it ought to be; which they 
themſelves confeſs, has u gait many Cor 
ruptions z and which has tiothing 10 indute # 
Man that has au Thought, or Care for his 
Salvation, to continue himſelf a Member of 
it. 10 conelude, We have leſt the Church a8 | 


it now is, bot as it was in former Days; and 
ſo left it as Daniel did the Lion's Den, or the 
Three Children the Fiery Furnace: Nor can 
we. indeed be ſo properly ſuid to have left it, 
as to have been forced out of it by their 
C ( | 1497s if + ITBY . end E 
And we have betaken our ſelves to that 


Church in which, even They themſelves, if 


they will ſpeak truly and impartially, candor 
den den r Tü ans Got Decently and in 
„ and, as near as we can, according to 
the Iuſtitutions of former Times, Let them 
but once compare Our Church with Theirs, and 
they cannot but ſee that they have moſt ſhame- 
fully fallen away from the Apoſtles, and We 
from Them with all the Juſtice in the World. 
Far We, according * Examples of "R's | 
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in contradiction to all the þ , 
and even to Chriſt himſe 5 lays, 
moſt; ſacrilegiouſly divide the Sacrament, and 
cheat the People of one Part of it. 
We have brought again the Lord's Supper 
to its Primitive Inſtitution, and by Admini- 
ſtring it to all alike, make it a Communiĩon in- 
deed. They, contrary to Chriſt's Ordinance, 
have made a thorough Innovation, and inſtead. 
of the Holy Communion, introduced a Pri- 
vate Maſs. So that We 'really adminiſter to 
the People the Lord's Supper ; They only ſet 
before them a vain Shew. We, with the moſt 
ancient Fathers, hold, that the Body of Chriſt 
is eaten by the Good and Faithful onely, and 
ſuch as are endued with the Spirit of Chriſt: 
Ihey teach, that the Very Body of Chriſt may 
Effectually, and, as they word it, Really and 
Bubſtantially be eaten, not only by  Sinters 
and Unbelievers, but, which is monſtrous, _ 
by Dogs and Mice. OR Og 
We offer up our Prayers in our Churches 
| (as St. Paul (a) admoniſhes us) in words.gafie tu 
| be underſtood by the whole Congregation, that 
; they may all jointly anſwer, Amen, They, like. 
© ſounding a yn words which no Man un- 


WO 
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Churchi England. rar 
derſfandeth, without either Meaning, Sence, 
or Devotion ʒ and that on pupoſe _ e 
People wins" be kept in Ignorance. 7 © 
But to have done with our Differences; Gor 
it were endleſs to,recite- them all) We ſet 
forth the Holy Scriptures in all Languages; 
They will not ſuffer them to be publiſned in 
any one: We invite the People to read and 
hear the Word of God z They do all they ein 
to keep them from it : | qr uns 5 to male 
our Caſe known to the whole World; They 
= come to no Trial: We depend on Learn- 
r Ignorance : We truſt to Light; 
to Darkneſs : We pay due Reſpect to 
— ritings of the Apoilcs a and ney 
They commit them to t 


to hes the Cauſe of God tried by 8 
They will appeal to none but Themſelves. 
All which if they would but weigh impar- 
tially, and with a reſolution to hear and 
learn, they would not only . approve 2 
ſhunning their Errors, and e E 
and his Apoſtles, but they 
ſelves forſake their own Opinion — 
wüh us. 
But, ſay They, it old be Treaſb to at- 
a _ ſuch a thing withont a General Coun- 
5 for There lics the whole Strength of the 
4 There Chriſt has promiſed to be 
always preſent. But T hey make no {cruple of 
breaking the Commands of God himſelf, and 
his Apoltles, and (as I faid before) of —_— 
, 1 | a 


* 
a> 


. AN 


the Beginning, that 
be N 1 5 


af Chriſt himſelf) ' vigorguſly oppoſed the 


aſide not Marr, all —— _ 


city — 
= Lies? or ns: dern 1 


To or God. be Got bur at the Will and 
Na Rd: If Chriſt had deter- 


ſhould 
or Preached without a 

from the Biſhops, and had referred: all his 
Doctrine to Aue and Caiphas 3. What had 
become of the Chriſtian Faith by this 
Time? or who had ever heard any thing af 
the Goſpel > Peter (whom the Pope ſpeaks 
of oftner and with more Reſpect than he does 
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the he of >] i een ed 


the 
unto Men, And Paul, () when he had ones 
recaved the Goſpel, and that nat of Men, nai- 
ther was he taught it, but by the Revelation 
and Blood, neither conſulted his Ninſmem 
aud Brethren, but went ftraightway into 
alia, to preach the Divine Myſteries by 


Biſhops and Learned Men ; nor have we done 
what we have, al without Biſhops 
or a Council The has been debated 
in open Parliament, wih a long Conſultas 
tion, and before a full Houſe. But a8 to 
called, wherein Men are, without any more 
a- do, condemned unheard, unſeen ; it is not 

expect from It. be 7 44486 * 470 12 
 @) Nazianene, when he ſaw how blind and 
obſtinate Men were in ſuch Aſſemblies in his 
Days, and how they wers led afide by Parties, 
and endeavoured more for the Victory 
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and to fee tow Theſe dien go on ? 
mY tho“ both Parties were ven a 
earneſt, yet all Controverſies were heart 
and the manifeſt Errors of both fides wer 
removed by General Conſent. But Theſe 
Men will neither ſuffer the Cauſe to he fai 

ly tried, a any Errors whatſoever oh 
amended. * F 


For they often have the Tiripudente | to. 
boaſt of the Infallibility of their Church, 
that it neither is, nor can be guilty of any. 
Fault, nor ought to yield to us in any thing. 
Or if there be any Fault, it ought to be Ex.: 
| amined into by the Biſhops and Abbots ; that” 
They are the Governors and Guides in all 
Affairs; that They are the Church of God. 
Ariftotle fa 5 that a City cannot confiſt of 
Baſtards: Then let theſe Men conſider whe- 
ther They can make a Church of God; for 
without doubt, neither their Abbots 805 B. 
ſhops are True and Lawful. But 7 * | 
them a True Church, to, have the Power of 
Speaking in Councils, and to be the onely 
People "That ought to be permitted to 
their Opinions ; yet in former Days, 
the Church of God, if That may be com- 
pared to their Church, was very well go⸗ 
verned, St. Cyprian (2) tells us, that 3-4 
and Deacons, a and ne” fome * the 
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Church of England. — 
Commonalty were called in, and made As 
quainted 3 the EccleGaſtical Affairs. 
But ſup ppoſe theſe Abbots and Biſbops know 
nothing, of of the ob Ry , if — 
rant of gion ? 
115 1 the Fries 1 5 loſt the 4 5 and the 
ers are to in Counſe 
as the Prophet Micah (a) r. The Night be 
unto, them, that they. have; not 4 Vijion, and 
that ie be dark 3 that t 


divine #. a 0 Jeon 
men are blind? 

| lo Mee {ougpr,, | a. Chl 
2 7 1 


T W then they il ved 
the. Pope, who. 


ppens on an _ 
Anbot xeſolye of 
For +7 bo, "rar cc were 
many Biſhops to take ſo 
Journies to aſſemble, their; Convocation: now- 
at , Trent £ It would have been much the 
"F way, doutleſs the moſt cheap and- 
ik e, to have referred all to the —_ and 

ſthour any more a-do — — con- 


* „ 


© Micah 3.6. 00 [{ai, 56. 10, (o) kla. 3. 13. 
3 1 ſulted 


man 
might A 
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fulted the Oracle of his Divine Brraſt. In 
the next place, it is by no means reaſonable 
that we ſhould from ſo many Biſhops and Ab- 
bots, at laſt refer our Cauſe to the Judgment 
of one Man, eſpecially of ſuch a Man as we 
have accuſed of very hainous Crimes, and 
who has not anſwered for himſelf, and who 
Has already condemned us before-hand, with- 


out ever being ſuffered to appear in our own 


behalf, Can ye ſay that Theſe are Stories of 


our own inventing ? Is not this the daily 


Practice of the Councils? Are not all thiggs 
referred from the Holy Council to the Pope 
alone; that, as if the Opinion and Conſent 
of ſo many Men ſignified nothing, He alone 

igt 40 Alter, Diminiſh, Diſannul, A- 
low, Remit, and Admit of whatever he plea- 
ſed > Whoſe Words are Theſe then, and 


why did the Biſhops and Abbots, ſo lately as 


in the Laſt Council of Trent, conclude thus, 
The Authority of the Apoſfolick See always, 
m all things, excepted ? Or why Po 
r__—_ write ſo inſolently of himſelf? * As 
© fays he (a), any General Council were ca- 


© pableof giving Laws to the Church of Rome, 


when all Councils have been convened by 


© the Authority of the See of Rome, and re- 


* ceived their Force from Thence, and in all 
© their Decrees the Pope's Authority is plainly 


— 


(a) De EleBione & Elelfi pureſta -e en. Significaſth, 
D. 
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« excepted.” If they allow of theſe thing 
why do they call Councils > If the would 
have them of no effect, why do they let them 
ne upon Record, as if they did approve of 
But ſe the Biſhop of Rome to be ſu- 
perior to all Councils, which is to ſay, ſups 
ſe a Part greater than the Whole; ſuppoſe 
im to have more Wit and Power than all 
that belong to him, and, in ſpite of 
() Teeth, one City to have more Authority 
than all the World : Yet what if the Pope be 
ignorant of all theſe things, and a Stranger 
not only to the Holy Scriptures and Ancient 
Fathers, but even to his own Councils > What 
if he do, as Pope Liberivs (Þ) formerly did, 
mcline to Arianiſn ? What if he entertain 
wrong and bad Notions of a Future Life, and 
the Immortality of the Soul, as Pope John 
did, not many Years ago? Or what if 
corrupt other Councils, as Pope Zœimms di 
the Council of Nice, to encteaſe his Power, 
and declare thoſe things to have been con- 
ſtituted and decreed by the Holy Fathers, 
which they never thought of; and, which 
Camotenſis ſays is very uſual with the Popes, 
wreſt the Sence of the Scriptures, that they 
may have the full Sway of Authority? What 
if he renounce. the Chriſtian Faith, and turn 


— — ha 
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128 The Apology of the 
Apoſtate; which Lyranus affirms many of the 
Popes have done? Shall the Holy Ghoſt, 
notwithſtanding all this, demand Entrance at 
his Breaſt, and in ſpite of his teeth kindle 
the Light of Truth in him, that he may 
become Infallible? Or ſhall He be the Foun- 
tain of all Right, and have all Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding found treaſured up in Him as 
in a Store - houſe > And if he have not, how 
ſhould he be capable of being a fit Judge in 
ſo weighty a Concern? And if he be not 
capable, what reaſon is there that he ſhould 
expect to have ſuch things brought before 
Him onely? What if the Pope's Advocates, 
Abbots and Biſhops, throw off the Maſs, and 
8 themſelves Enemies of the Goſpel, 
ut their Eyes againſt what they plainly ſee, 
wreſt the Scriptures, and wilfully corrupt 
and adulterate the Word of God, and (a) 
impiouſly and profanely apply to the Pope 
ſuch things as are plainly and properly ſpoken 
of Chriſt, and cannot poſhbly be meant of 
any other Man? What if they tell us that 
the Pope is All, and over All, that he is of 
Equal Power with Chriſt, and that Chriſt 
and the Pope have but one Judgment - Seat 
and one Council- Room between them? Or 
that He is That (b) Light which came into 


1 — 


(a) Hoſt. ca. Quanto Abbas Panor. de EleF. ca. Venerabilis. 
Cornelius Epiſc. in Concilio Tridentins. (U) John 8. 12. 
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the World, (which Chriſt ſpake of himſelf) 
and which the Evil Doers hate and fly from 3 
or that all other Biſhops have received of his 
Fulneſs (2)? In ſhort, What if they boldly * 
and barefaced make Decrecs expreſly contrary 
to the Word of God; muſt whatever they 
ſoy, N paſs for Goſpel? Shall this 
be the Army of God? Shall Chriſt himſelf 
be preſent with them? And ſhall they have 
the Holy Ghoſt at their Tongues end? Or 
151t fitting for ſuch Men to cry, at every turn, 
We and the Holy Ghoſt approve of it? Peter 
Aſotus and his Friend '(b) Haus make no 
ſcruple of declaring, That that very Council, 
in which our Saviour Jeſus Chrifl 
demned to Death, was guided by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and had the undoubted Spirit of Pro- 
phecy and Truth: And that That Say ing of 
* the Biſhop's, (e) Ve have a Law, and by our 
Law he ought to die, was very Juſt and Rea- 
* ſonable : That they hit upon the very Truth 
of Judgment, (as his own Words are) and 
that there could not be a more Juſt Decree 
© than That wherein they declared Chriſt to 
be worthy of Death. It is ſomething ſtrange, 
methinks, that they cannot ſpeak for them- 
ſelves, and defend their own Cauſe, but they 
muſt juſtify Armas and unde too. For 


— 


— 
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(9 Durandus. (b) Hoſms contra Brentium, lib, 2. 


c) John 19. 7: b | 
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was con- 
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what Council will they ever find fault with, 

who pronounce That a Juſt apd 1 
which the Son of God was moſt ſhame- 

Fa condemned to the Death of the Croſs ? 

5 is the Nature of almoſt all their 
ncils, that there was a Neceſſity for their 

Lying thus much for Annas and Caiaphes, 
are theſe the Men that are to Reform our 
ch for us, who axe themſelves both 
does and Criminals? Will they lay aſide 

ber Pride and. Ambition? Will they de- 

ſert their own. Cauſe, and give Sentence a- 
gainſf Themſelves, That their Biſhops. ſhall 
255 be ignorant, flow Bellies, Engroſſers of 

fices, and ſhall no more take upon then) 
to be Princes or Warriers? Will the Pope's 
Darling Abbots- acknowledge that Monk 2 
Thief that does not Labour far his Living? 
8 that it is not Lawful for him to live in 
Cities, or in Daily Converſe with the Multi- 
D at athex Mens Coſt? Or that it is 
Duty of a Monk to lie upon l 
to IS . Herbs and Feaſe, to Study, 
Diſpute, to Pray, to Work, aud to fit lim. | 
ſelf for the Miniſtry of the Church? The 
Seribes and Phariſees will as ſoon: Repair the 
Houſe of God, and wry of a Den f Thieves, 
Reftore us 4 Houſe of Prayer. 

There have been {ome of them who have found 
fault with a great many Errors in the Church, 
as Pope Adrian, Sneas Syluins, Cardinal Pole, 
Pigbius, and others before · mentioned. They 

3 4 after- 
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afterwards. held the Couticil of Trent in the 
fame Wr where it is J held * 3 
together 4 great many Bilhops bots, 
and others —_ had Dull there. They 
were alone; there was no Body to contradi 
whatever they did: Fot our Party, they had 
utterly excluded all their Aſſemblies. And 
there they fat for fix Years, feeding People 
with mighty Expe@ations. The firſt fix 
Months, as a Matter of great Importance, they 
made Decrees concerning the oly Trinity 
the Father, Son, and Hol Ghoſt; very good 
Things, but not abſdlut neceſſary at that 
Time. But in all that Time, what one Er- 
ror, out of fo many plain, manifeſt ones, and 
which they had fo often confeſs d to be ſo, 
have Key Logue; From what piece of 
Holatry. have they reclaimed the People? 
What Superſtition have they taken away ? 
What part of their Pomp and Tyranny have 
they hated? As if it were not now manifeſt 
to all the World, that this Council is no bet- 
ter than a Confpiracy z and that thoſe Biſho 
the Pope has now convened, are abſolutely 
his Creatures, and will do nothing but what 
they are fure will Pleaſe him, and will tend 
to the advancing of his Power ; or that, they 
ſtand more upon the Number than the Weighe 
of their Voices ; or that the better Part is of- 
ten overcome by the ſtronger. And therefore 
we know, that a great many good Men and 
Cathol:ck Biſhops = refuſed to be preſent 
| 2 at 
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at ſuch Councils, in which Men fo plainly 
took Pains to uphold Factions and Parties 
when they knew how obſtinate their Enemies. 
were, and that they ſhould but loſe their 
Labour. Athanaſius (a) would not appear at 
the Council which the. Emperor .called at 
Caſarea, knowing it was but thruſting him- 
ſelf amongſt his deadly Enemies. And the 
ſame Athanaſius, when he came afterwards to 
the Council at Smyrna, and foreſaw, by the 
Rage and Malice of his Enemies, what would 
de the End of it, immediately returned Home, 
with all that belonged to him. 7obn (b) Chry- 
Joftom, tho' he was Four ſeveral Times Sum- 
moned by the Emperor Arcadius to the Coun» 
cil of the Arians, would not ſtir from Home. 
When Maximus Biſhop of Jeruſalem fate in 
the Council of Palaſtine, Father Paphnutius 
took him by the Hand and led him out of 
Doors, ſaying, © It is by no means fitting that 
* we ſhould hold any Conference about Theſe 
Things with Wicked Men. The Biſhops of 
the Eaſt refuſed to be preſent at the Smyrman 
Council, when they knew Athanaſuu had 
withdrew himſelf. Cyril recalled, by Letters, 
a great many from the Council of the Patro- 
Paſſiuns, as they called themſelves. Paulinus 
(e) Biſhop of Trier, and many others, re- 


a. 


8 Theodor it. Eccl. Hiſt. lib, 1. cap. 28. 
5 Tripar. lib. 10. c. 13. (e) Tripar. lib, 5. e. 15. 
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' fuſed to be at the Council of Milan, when they 
underſtood how Auxentius beſtirred himſelf 
there. For they ſaw it was to no purpoſe for 
them to go where Faction, not Reaſon, bore 
the Sway, and where Favour, not Juſtice, was 
contended for. And yet, had theſe Fathers 
appeared, they would at leaſt have had a 
free Audience, in ſpite of all the Malice of 

their Enemies. | 
No therefore, when none of us are ſuf- 
fered to ſpeak our Minds, or ſo much as to 
appear in any of their Councils; when the 
Pope's Legates, Patriarchs, Arch-biſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, and Abbots, are all conſpired together, 
all in the ſame Fault, all under one Oath, fit 
by themfelves, and have the ſole Power of 
giving their Opinions; and at laſt, as if they 
had done nothing, lay all before the Pope, to 
be determined according to his Will and Plea- 
ſure alone ; that he may give Sentence upon 
himſelf, who ought rather to anſwer for him- 
ſelf; and ſince that Ancient Chriſtian Li- 
berty, that ought chiefly to take Place in Chri- 
ſtian Councils, is now entirely taken away from 
the Council : It ought not to be a matter of 
Wonder to ſober and conſiderate Perſons, 
that We now do the fame that ſo many Fa- 
thers and Catholick Biſhops thought fit to 
do in the like Caſe in Times of old; namely, 
that ſince we muſt not be allowed to Speak in 
Council, the AmbaſſHors of Princes are made 
a Jeſt of, and we are all of us condemned 
K 3 before 
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Thing diſpatched 
ee whe 


at Home, and commit our Cauſe to than 

90 oe ws: i 1, room for us, 

nor to ne by us. 
l we can calmly and A EY bear 


our own Private Injuries; but why are Chri- 
ſtian Kings Princes kept out of ar 
Counch Why do they ſo Uncivilly, or, I 
may ſay, Maliciouſly Exclude them, and, as 
if they were 3 Enemies to, or Ignorant 
of the Chriſtian Religion, keep them unac- 
| 2 with the Affairs of it, and N with 
e Eſtate of their own Churches ? Or if 
they interpoſe their Authority, and do what 
is in their Power, that whic "they are com- 
manded to do, which it is their Duty to do, 
and which to our Knowledge both David and 
Solomon, and other good N "aye done 
that is to ſay, if they, whilſt the Pope an, 
his Prelates cep, or villanouſly oppoſe t 
lay a Reſtraint upon the N . 
the Prieſts, force them to their Duty, ins 
keep them to it; if they Aboliſh olatry 7. 
Abate Superſtition, + Reſtore the Trye 
Worſhip of God ; why do Theſe Men im- 
mediately give it out, that ſuch Princes make 
a General Diſturbance, force themſelves into 
other Peoples Buſineſs, and that Js are very 
wicked ang ſaucy for fo doing? hat part 


of Scripture cn a Chriſtian Prince to be 
W ftom taking Cognizance Ma Thes, 
tters 
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Matters > By whom were ever any. fuck 
Laws made, but by themfelves onely 2, _ 
To this they anſwer, It is the Buſineſs 
of Civil Princes to Goverti a Cothiidnweatth, 
and to be Killed in Milfary Affairs ; Myſte- 
ries of Religion are = a a, 5 
what is the Pope at this Day but a Monarc 
or a Prince ” Wir do cher mike of the 
Cardinals, who muft be none elſe but Princes 
and Kings Sons > What are the Patriarchs, 
great part of the Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, and 
Abbots in the Pope's Kingdom now-a-days, 
but Civil Princes, Dukes, and Earls, magni- 
ficently attended where-ever they go, and of- 
ten adorned with Chains and Collars? They 


have too ſometimes their peculiar Ornaments, -- 


as Croſſes, Pillars, Hats, Miters, and Palls 
which Pomp the Biſhops in old Time, Saint 
Arguſtin, St, Ambroſe, and St. Chryſoftom, ne- 
ver took upon them. But beſides all this, 
what Doctrine do they teach, what do they 
do or ſay, or what Lite do they lead, that is 
either becoming a Biſhop, or indeed a Chri- 
ſtian ? Is it ſo honourable to have an Empty 
Title, or to be called Biſhop, only becauſe of 
the Change of the Garment? * 
Io have the whole Streſs of all Affairs 
laid upon theſe Men alone, that neither do 
nor will know any thing of the Matter, nor 
have the leaft Concern for any part of Re- 
ligion, any farther than what relates to their 
Belly ; to have fuch — made Judges, and 
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to have thoſe Blind Watchmen ſet up in the 
Watch Towers ; and a Chriſtian Prince of 
good Underſtanding and ſound Judgment, to 
be made no more of than a Block, not ſuf- 
fered to give his Vote, or ſpeak his Mind; 
onely to ſtand like one void of all Senſe, and 
wait their Pleaſure; to allow of whatever 
they impoſe upon him, without any Excep- 
tion ; and to pay a Blind Obedience to all 
Their Commands, be they never ſo Blaſphe- 
mous and Wicked; nay, though they oblige 
him to Extirpate all Religion, and even to 
crucifie the Son of God afreſb : This, I ſay, 
1s not only Imperious, icious, and Un- 
reaſonable, but what is not to be Borne by 
any Chriſtian and conſiderate Prince. For 
why is it not Reaſonable to ſuppoſe that Da- 


vid and Exekias ſhould ſee fo far into theſc 


Matters as Annes and Caiaphas ? And why is 
it not as Lawful for an Emperor or a Chri- 


ſtian King to fit in Council, as for a Cardinal, 


a Military and Blood-thirſty Man ? 

We give our Magiſtrates no further Li- 
berty than what we find is their due by 
the Word of God, and what the Practice and 
Example of the Beſt-governed Common- 
wealths have confirmed. For beſides, that the 
Care of Both Tables is committed to a Chri- 
ſtian Prince by God, that he may underſtand 


that all Affairs, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Ci- 


vil, come under his Cognizance beſides, that 
God doth often and ftriftly Copmgnd tha 
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King to cut down the Groves, to beat the gra- 
ven Images to Powder, and to break down the 
Altars, and to write him 4 Copy of the Law 
in a Boot; and beſides, that 2 (a) tells 
us, that Kings ſbould be Nurſing-fathers of the 
Church: I fay, beſides all theſe things, it 
is Evident from the Hiſtories and Examples 
of the Beſt Times, that Pious Princes ever 
thought the Adminiſtration of Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs a Part of their Duty. 
| Moſes (b), who was a Civil Magiſtrate, and 
a Leader of the People, both Received from 
God, and Delivered to the People all Orders 
concerning their Religion and Rites; and 
chid Aaron the Biſhop very ſeverely about the 
Golden Calf, and the Corruption of Religion. 
And Foſbua (c) too, though but a Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, as ſoon as he was choſen and ſet over 
the People, received Expreſs Commands con- 
cerning Religion and the Worſhip of God. 
EKEing David (d), when, the very Steps of 
Religion were raſed out by Wicked King Saul, 
brought again the Ark of God, that is to ſay, 
Reſtored Religion; and not only propoſed 
and furthered the Work, but He himſelf com- 
poſed and appointed Pſalms and Hymns, or- 
dered their Ranks, was the ſole Manager of 
the Solemnity, and, in a manner, Preſided over 
the Prieſts. King Solomon (e) Built a Temple 


— — 


— — 
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(a) Iſa. 49. 23. (b) Exod. 12, c) Joſ. 1. 
(4) 1 Chron. 13, (e) 2 Chron. 6. 00 22 a 
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for the Lord, which his Father David had 
but defigned ; which done, he made an Ele- 
yant Oration to the People, in Commendation 
of Religion and the Worſhipof God ; and then 
removed (z) Ahiathar the Prieſt, and ſet up 
Zadok in his ſtead. And afterwards, when 
the Temple of God was ſhamefully polluted 
by the Careleſſneſs and Senfuality of the 
Prieſts, King Herr tias (b) commanded it to 
be purged of its Rubbiſh and Unclearmeſs, 
that Candles ſhould be lighted, Incenſe burn- 
ed, and Divine Service performed as it uſed 
to be: And he alſo commanded the Braſen 
Serpent, to which the People then impiouſly 
paid Adoration, to 'be taken down (c), and 
| beaten to Powder. King Jehoſbaphat (d) Rid 
waſte the Hill-Aftars and Groves, which he 
ſaw were an Hindrance to the Worſhip of 
God, and that the People were ſeduce: 
their Private Superſtition from the Tem 
which was at Jeruſalen, to which they ought 
once a Year to retort from every part of the 
Kingdom. King 7% (e) was careful of Re- 
minding the Biſhops and Prieſts of their Du- 
ty. King Joas put a ſtop to the Luxury and 
Inſoleney of the Prieſts. Fehu (f ) put the 
Falfe-Prophets ro Death. But to have done 
with Scripture Examples, let us conſider the 
Adminiſtration of the Church in the Time 
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(2) 1 Kings 2. 35; ( 2 Chron 29. (e) 2 Kings 18. 
id) 2 Chion, 17. (e) 2 Kings 23. (F) 2 Kings 10. 
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eie The 


LORNA at 15 us z | Martin, that at 
Chalcedon. When Rufngs alledged for his 
own Aythorit 9. a Council, which he thought 
would make for him, his Adyerſary St. Jerom, 
to canfute ns im, 64 hm tell by who 
ror's that Council was called, And 
the ſamg St. | 

manded the Latin and Greek Biſhops to be 
called to Rome, And ſo, for Five hundred 


of the 

Kings polled of ſeveral Parts of the Em- 
it is the Common Right of all Princes ; 

does ſo inconſiderately aſſume the Whale — 

thority, and thinks he does enough, if, upo 

calling a Council, he makes () the gere 


0 Vs N Iv, in Bulls ſus ad Imger, Eerdinandune 


Prince 
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Prince upon Earth as much acquainted with 
his Deſign, - as he does one of his own Ser- 


vants, And though the Emperor Ferdinand, 
being perhaps not well acquainted with the 


Pope's Artifices, hath Modeſty and Good-na- 
ture enough to put up ſuch an Affront; yet 


one would think it ſhould not confiſt with 
the Pope's Holineſs to do him ſo much wrong, 
and to lay Claim to another Man's Right. 
To this ſome one perhaps will anſwer, the 
Emperor did indeed call Councils, as you ſay, 
but then it was before the Pope was arrived 
to that Grandeur He now is; and even Then 
the Emperor never fat in Council with the 
Biſhops, nor ever offered in the leaſt to in- 
terpoſe his Authority in any of their Cohſul- 
tations. But this is not True, for Theodoret 
tells us (a), * That the Emperor Conſtantine did 
not only fit with the Biſhops in the Council 
of Nice, but alſo gave them his Advice, how 
they ſhould Try their Cauſe by the Writings 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets. Where there 
is any Diſpute, ſays he, concerning Points 
of Divinity, we have the Doctrine of the 


follow: For the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 
and the Sayings of the Prophets, are ſuffi- 
cient to manifeſt to us what Notion we ought 


to have of the Will of God. Theodofius the 


(a) Hiſt. Eccl. lib. 1. cap. 7. Vide Euſeb. de Vita Conſ. 
lib, 3. Cap. 10, 12 13. Eat. Valeſ. 
. Emperor, 


of 
Holy Ghoſt ſet before us, which we are to 
a 
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Emperor, ſays Socrates (a), not only ſat 
amongſt the Biſhops, but alſo was * ſole 
Manager of the Diſpute, rent in pieces the 

Works of the Hereticks and approved of, and 
* confirmed the Opinions of the Catholicks. 
In the Council () at Chalcedon, a Civil 
Magiſtrate, condemned with his own Mouth 
the Biſhops Dioſcorus, Juvenal, and Thalaſſus, 
for Hereticks, and judged them worthy to be 
deprived of their Dignities in the Church. 

In the third Council at. Conſtantinople, Con- 
flantine, a Civil Magiſtrate," not only ſat with 
the Biſhops, but alſo ſubſcribed with them; 
For (ſays he) we have both Read and Sub- 
© ſcribed.” In the ſecond Council, called Arau- 
ficanum, the Ambaſſadors of Princes, being No- 
blemen, did not only give their Opinions in 
Matters of Religion, but ſubſcribed too with - 
the Biſhops : For thus it is written at the lat- 
ter end of that Council; Petrus Marcellinus, , 
Felix, Liberius, being moſt Noblemen, and 
© and Lieutenants, and Captains of France, and 
© alſo. Peers of the Realm, have given their 
* Conſent, and ſet their Hands to it; Syagrius, 
* Opilio, Pantagathus, Deodatus, Cariat ho, Mar- 
* cellus, very Famous Men, have Subſcribed. * 
And if it be fo, that Lieutenants, Chief 
Captains, and Peers have had Authority to 
Subſcribe in Council, have not Emperors and | 


_ 


| (4) Socrates, lib. 3. cap. 10. (b) Vid. Evagr. Eccle. ' 
mi * 4 Acne 1 * of 


Kings 


145 The Apology of 'the 
Kings the ſame? But there had indeed been 
no oceaſion to have been fo tedions, and to 
have made fo many Words about 4 Matter ſo 
plain and obvious, had not we been ty deal 
witl fuck fort of Men as will, merely for the 
ſake of Contention, and in hopes of getting the 
better, detiy all things, be they never fo plain, 
nay, ſuch as even They Themſelves fee with 
their own Eyes. The Emperor Juſfinian in- 
ſtituted a Law ſor correcting the Manners and 
reſtraining the Infolency of the Clergy ; and 
though he was a Chriſtian Catholick Prince, 
yet depoſed two Popes, Sncceffors of Peter, 
and Chriſt's Vicars, Syſoms and Vilus. 
And ſhalt we fay, that ſuch Men have no- 
thing to do to trouble themſelves about Reli- 
gion, who have Authority over the Bithops, 
who receive Commands from God concern- 
ing Religion; who reſtore the Ark of God, 
compoſe holy Hymns, prefide over the Prieſts, 
build Temples, and make Orations to the 
People concerning the Worſhip of God z who 
clear the Temples, break down the Hilt- - 
Altars, and ſet on fire the Groves of the Idols; 
who remind the Priefts of their Duty, and 
write them Rules for their Manner of Living; 
who put the wicked Prophets to Death; 
who remove High-Priefts z who call Coun- 
cils of Biſhops z who not only fit with Bi- 
ſhops; but alfo inſtruct them in their ; 
who condemn  Heretical Biſhops to Puniſh- 
ment; who take cognizance of —_—_ 
| I 
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Rebgion, ang ibe, and give Sentence z and 
da all this, not by the Command of any other, 

but in their 'own Name, and that juſtly and 

piouſly ? Or ſhalt we call any Civil Magiſtrate 
who intermeddles with theſe Affairs, Irre- 
ligious, Impudent, or Prophane ? The moſt 

Ancient and Chriſtian Kings and Emperors 

exerciſed themſelves in Affairs of this kind, 

and. yet were never therefore branded with 

Impiety or Preſumption. And where fhall 

we find either more Catholick Prinees, or 

more Famous Examples? 
Wherefore, if this were Lawful for thoſe 

Men to do, who were but Civil Magiſtrates, 

and had the Management of Publick Affairs ; 

What have our Princes now-a-days done, 

who are in the fame Station, that they are 

denied the ſame Authority > Or what extra- 
ordinary Gift of Learning, Judgment, and 

Sanity have theſe Men got, that, contrary 

to the Cuſtom of all Ancient and Catholick 

Biſhops, who are wont to confalt with Prin- 

- ces concerning Religion, they now keep Chri- 
ſtian Princes not only from their Councils, 

but from the Knowledge of the Buſineſs of 

them? But they axe in the Right of it to take 
ſuch Care of Themſelves and their Kingdoms, 

' which they fee well enough would otherwiſe 

come to Ruine; for if once Thoſe whom God 

has been pleaſed to place in the Higheſt Dig - 
nity, ſhould come to underſtand and look into 
their Practices; how the Commands of Chriſt 

| are 
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are lighted, the Light of the Goſpel not on- 
ly Darkned, but quite Put out by them 
how They Themſelves are made their Sport, 
and unawares deluded and debarred the King- 
dom of God: They would certainly never, 
with ſo much Patience, ſuffer themſelves to 
be ſo diſdainfully treated and abuſed by them. 
But now, through their own Blindneſs and 
Ignorance, they are kept faſt in their Snare. 
Me for our Parts, as we ſaid before, have 
not made any Alteration in Religion, either 
Raſhly and "ng but Leiſurely and Con- 
ſiderately: Nor had it ever entred into our 


Thoughts to do any ſuch thing, had not the 
manifeſt and unqueſtionable Will of God, 
revealed to us in Holy Writ, and the cencern 
of our Salvation, put us upon it, For thoughr 


we have diſſented from that which theſe Men 
call the Catholick Church, and thereby crea- 
ted ourſelves Enemies amongſt ſuch as have 
no Judgment; yet it is Satisfaction enough 
to us (and it ought to be ſo to every Prudent 
and Pious Man, that has any thoughts of Im- 
mortality) that we have leſt that Church 
which hath Power to Err, which Chriſt, who 
cannot Err, told us ſo long before ſhould Err, 
and which we our ſelves with our own Eyes 
have ſeen deſert the Holy Fathers, the Apo- 
ſtles, Chriſt himſelf, and the Primitive and 
Catholick Church; and We have joined our 
ſelves as near as we could to the Church of 
the Apoſtles, and of the Ancient and * 


/ 
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lick Biſhops and Fathers, which,to our know- 
ledge, hath hitherto been Sound and Perfect, 
and (as Tertullian words it) 4 Pure Virgin, 
not polluted with any Idolatry, or Groſs and 
Infamous Errour; and have directed not on- 
ly our Doctrine, but Sacraments and Form of 
Common- Prayer, according to their Rights and 
Inſtitutions. And, as we know Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and all good Men have done, we haye 
recovered that Religion which has been ſo 
ſhamefully neglected and corrupted by them, 
and brought it back to its Original and Firſt 


Foundation: For we thought we could find 


no better ground for a Reformation, than that 


on which the foundation of Religion was laid. 


F 


the Ruins of the * of God, he did not 


For this Argument ( ſays that moſt ancient 


Father Tertullian) holds good againſt all He- 
* refies, Whatſoever was Firſt, that is True; 
© whatſoever coms After, that is Corrupt, ? 
Irenaus often appealed to the moſt Ancient 
Churches, thoſe that were the neareſt to Chriſt's 
Time, and which could ſcarce be thought to 
have ever Erred. And why is not the ſame 

ument good now? Why do not we return 


to the Example of the Ancient Churches? What 


is the reaſon that we never, now- a- days, hear 
that Sentence which was formerly pronounced, 
without any Contradiction, in the Council of 
Nice, by. ſo many Biſhops and Catholick Fa- 
Fathers) Hin deydia xegleirw ; Keep to the Old 
Cuſtoms ? When Eſdras went about to Repair 


ſend 
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ſend to Fpheſus for a Pattern, though there 
was the moſt Glorious and Beautiful Tem 
of Diana: And when he thought of Reſto- 
ring the Sacrifices and Ceremonies of 
he ſent not to Rome, though it is probable he 
had heard that there were Sacrifices called 
Hecatombs, Solitaurilia, Lectiſternia, 2 / vxorf 
tions, and Numa Pompilius's Books of Rituals. 
He thought it would be ſufficient for him, if 
he followed the Model of the old Temple, 
which Solomon had built at Firſt according to 
God's own Appointment, and kept up thoſe 
Ancient Rites and Ceremonies which God 
himſelf had expreſsly written and delivered 
to Moſes. | 
The Prophet Haggai, when the Temple 
was Repaired again by Eſdras, and the People 
might think they had juſt cauſe to Rejoyce for 
ſo great a Benefit received from God Almigh- 
ty, yet made them all burſt out into Tea 
when Thoſe which were yet alive, and had 
ſeen the Ancient Building of the Former 
Temple, before it was Demoliſhed by the Ba- 
bylomans, remembred that it yet came much 
ſhort of the Beauty it had before ; for then 
they would have thought the Temple Glori- 
- ouſly Repaired, if it had anſwered the Firſt 
Pattern, and the Genuine Majeſty of — Build- 


in 2 
Sr. Paul when he had a Mind to clear the 
Lord's Supper of thoſe Corruptions wh 
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the (2) Corinthians had then begun to intro- 
duce, propoſed to them Chriſt's Inſtitution 
for an Example: I have, ſays He, recewett 
of the Lord that which 1 alſo delivered unto 
And Chriſt, toiconfute the Errors of the 
2 tells — — muſt return to _ 
inning s From t mmng it was not ſo. 
And | —— he Reproved the Friefts for their 
Covetouſneſs and Evil Doings, and turned 
them out of the Temple, This was, at 'the 
Beginning, ſaid he, a Houſe of Prayer, wherein 
all People might devoutly and fincerely offer 
their Prayers to God ; and That is the Uſe 
we ought now to make of it ; for it was not 
Built to be 4 Den of Thieves. And what was 
moſt Praiſe-worthy inall the Pious and Famous 
Princes we read of in Holy Scripture, wiis; 
that they walked in the way of their Father 
David; that is to ſay, that they had Returned 
to the Firſt Beginning and Foundation of Re- 
ligion, and reſtored it to its Original Per- 
A e 
Therefore, when we faw all Things thus 
trodden under foot by theſe Men, and nothing 
but moſt deplorable Ruins remaining of the 
Temple of God, We took it to be the moſt 
Prudent way, to ſet before us thoſe Churches 
which we were well aſſured had never Erred, 
nor admitted of any Private Maſſes, Unintelligi- 
ble Prayers, this corruption of the Sacraments, 
6 6— rar WP rg 
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or any other Follies. And when we p 
ſed to Reſtore the Temple of God to its Pri- 
. mitive Beauty, we defired no other Founda- 
tion than that which we knew the Apoſtles 
had laid of Old, that is, eur Saviour Feſus 
| Chriſt. And therefore hearing God himſelf 
{peak to us in his Word, and ſeeing the Fa- 
mous Examples of the Old Primitive Church, 
and conſidering too how uncertain the Ex- 
pectation of a General Council would be, and 
that the Event would be much more ſo ; and 
being well aſſured which was of the Greateſt 
Weight with us, that it was the Will of God, 
and conſequently that we ought not to be too 
ſolicitous about the Opinions of Men: we 
_ could no longer have Patience to conſult Fleſh 
and Blood, but rather choſe to do what might 
very Juſtly be done, and had been often-done 
by a great many Pious Men and Catholick 
Biſhops ; that 1s, to call our own Churches to 
an Account by a Provincial Synod. For ſo we 
know the old Fathers uſed to try Martters, be- 
fore they came to the Publick Univerſal Coun- 
cil. And we have Canons extant to this 
Day, written in Councils of Free Cities, as of 
Carthage under Cyprian, Ancyra, Neo-caſarea, 
and Gangra and Paphlagoma, as it is thought, 
long before the General Council of Nice was 
ever heard of. And thus did they formerly 
rovide againſt the Pelagians and Donatifts, 
y Private Diſputations in their own Houſes, 
without any Generai Council, So when the 


Empe- 
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Emperor Conſtantius publickly eſpouſed the 
Cott Arte a Biſhop of the Arian Faction, 
Ambroſe the Chriſtian Biſhop did not appeal 
to a General Council, (where, by reaſon of 
the Emperor's Authority, and his earneſt En- 
deavours for the Party, he foreſaw no Good 
could be done) but to his own Clergy and 
People, that is, to a Provincial Synod. Thus 
it was decreed in the Council of Nice, That 
the Biſhops ſhould meet Twice every Lear: 
And again, in the Council of Carthage, That 
they ſhould meet Once a Year at leaſt in their 
reſpective Provinces : 'Which was done, as we 
are told, at the Council of Calcedon ; that if 
any Errors or Abuſes ſprang up, they might 
immediately be taken in the Bud, and cut off 
where they firſt appeared. So when Secundus 
and Palladius found fault with the Council at 
Aquileia, becauſe it was not a General Council, 
St. Ambroſe Biſhop of Milan anſwered, That 
it ought not to be looked upon as a Strange 
and Uncommon thing, if the Biſhops of the 
* Weſt called Synods, and made Private Aſ- 
* ſemblies in their Provinces ; for that had 
© been often done before by the Weſtern 
* Biſhops, and by thoſe of Greece. So the 
Emperor Charles the Great held a Provin- 
cial Council in Germany, in Oppoſition to 
the Second Council of Nice, for the putting 
down of Images. Nor is it an Unheard of or 
Uncommon thing amongſt us ; for we have 
had Provincial Synods in England before now, 
1 and 
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and have made Laws amongſt our ſelves for the 
Government of our Churches. But in ſhort, 
What will all thoſe Large and Populous Coun- 
cils, which they ſo mueh boaſt of, appear to be, 
but Private Councils and Provincial Sy nods, if 
compared with all the Churches in the World 
that believe in God, and Profeſs the Name of 
Chriſt? For we will ſuppoſe Italy, France, 
Spain, England, Germany, Denmark, and Scot- 
and to be met together; yet if 4%, Greece, 
Armenia, Perſia, Media, Meſopotama, Ægypt, 
Athopa, India, and Mauritania, in all which 
Places there are a great many Chriſtians and 
Biſhops, are abſent ; how can any Man in 
His right Senfes call That a General Council? 
Or how can they ſay they have the Conſent 
of the whole World, when ſo many Parts of 
it know nothing of the Matter > Or what 
ſort of Council was the Laſt that was held 
at Trent © Or how could that be called a 
General Council, where there were but Forty 
Biſhops preſent out of all the Chriſtian King- 
doms and Nations, and fome of Them 5 
Wife, that they ſeem d fit to be ſent to School 
again to learn their Grammar, others ſo Lear- 
ned, that they knew nothing at all of Divi- 
nity? However, the Truth of the Goſpel of 

Jeſus Chrift does not in the leaſt depend on 
Councils, or, as St. Paul ſays, upon (a) the 
Fudgment of Man, And if They, whoſe Bu- 
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ſimeſs it 4 —ů —_ — 
will reſolve to prudent, to their 
Duty, and to Darden ——— God 
and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, on to Per- 
vert the Way he Lord Gee rate ay 
the very Sw and onda 

the Month of Babes and Sackimgs, but that 


there ſhall never be wanting ſome to confute” 


their Untruths. For Gad is able, not onl 

without any Councik, but alſo in ſpite of AlF 
the General Couneits on Earth; to Defend 
and Advance his on Kingdom. Many, ſays 
Solomon (a), are the Devices of a' Man's Heart - 
nevertheleſs the Counſel of the Lord, that ſhall 
fand. There is no Wiſdom, no Knowledge, 


no Counſel agamſt the Lord, © There is no 


Duration in the Work of Mens Hands, ſays 
Hilary (b); the Church maſt' be Built by 
© other Means, by other Means Preſerved. For 


© That is (c) Built upon the Foundation of the 


5 les and P s, Je bimſelf be- 
E chief Corner- — — At wy" t as of 


2 6 — Applicable to Theſe Times, is 


he Say ing of St. Ferom 3. Thoſe, ſays he (d), 

el Dei kent debe. and as It were 
with a Syren's Song, halted aſleep, does the 

Word of God awaken and alarm, ſaying, 
(e) 4wake Thou that fleepeſt, and ariſe from 


* the Dead, and cnc ou _ thee _ 


ah 4 WR aA RE 
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At the coming therefore of Chriſt; of the 
Word of God, and of the Doctrine of the 
© Church, and of the Final Deſolation of Ni- 
* neve,that moſt Beautiful Har lot, then ſhall all 
* thoſe that have heretofore been caſt aſleep by 
their Maſters, Ariſe and flee unto the Moun- 
< tains of the Scriptures; there ſhall they find 
the Mountains, viz. Moſes, and Fofbue the 
Son of Nun; the Mountains, the Prophets; 
* the Mountains of the New Teſtament, the 
© Apoſtles and Evangeliſts: And when the 
© ſhall flee unto ſuch Mountains, and exerciſe. 
© themſelves in the Study of them, if they 
find none to Inſtru them, (for the Harveſt 
© ſhall be plenteous, and the Labourers few) 
* nevertheleſs, their Endeavours ſhall be ap- 
* proved of,in that they fled unto thoſe Moun- 
* tains, and their Maſters ſhall be reproved for 
their Negligence. * Theſe are the Words of 
St. Jerom, and they are ſo plain, as to need 
no Interpreter ; for they touch ſo home the 
Things which we ſee now come to paſs, that 
one would think that He had deſigned to Pro- 
pheſie to us, and to ſet before us the Univer- 
ſal State of this our Age, of the Downfall of 
that moſt glorious Harlot Babylon, the Repa- 
ration of the Church of God, the Blindneſs 
and Sloth of the Biſhops, and the Good-will 
and Forwardneſs of the People. For who 
can beſo blind, as not to ſee that Thoſe are 
the very Maſters, who, as St. Ferom ſays, 
have deluded the Pęople into an Error, and 
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charmed them to ſleep ? or, that Rome, their 
Nineve, ſo ſet off with Counterfeit-Beauties, 
the Mask being pulled off, is now plainer 
ſeen, and leſs valued ? or, that Good Men, be- 
ing at length awakened, as it were, from a dead 
Sleep, by the Light of the Goſpel, and the 


Voice of God, do no longer wait for the 
Councils of their Maſters, but flee unto the 
Mountains of the Scriptures ? | 
But ſome One will perhaps ſay, Things of 
This kind ought not to have been attempted = 
without Order of the Biſhop of Rome; for 
He alone is the Knot and Band of Chriſtian © 
Society; He alone is that Prieſt of the Tribe 
of Levi, which God mentions in Deut F 
to whom all Men ought to reſort for True 
Judgment and Counſel in Matters of Moment; 
and if any One deviate from his Judgment, he 
ought to be put to Death, for an Example, in 
the midſt of his Brethren ; that Chriſt reign- 
eth in Heaven, He on Earth ; that He alone 
hath as much Power as Chriſt, or even God 
himſelf, for that Chriſt and He have but one 
Conſiſtory; that without Him, there is no 
Faith, no Hope, no Church; and that who- 
ſoever renounceth Him, putteth himſelf out 
of all hopes of Salvation, This is the Do- 
ctrine of the Canoniſts, the Popes Paraſites: 
Which is certainly no great Token of Diſcre- 
tion and Modeſty ; for it is hardly poſſible 
for them to ſay More, nay, they cannot ſay 
Greater Things of Chriſt himſelf, 


We 


for any Satisfaction or Benefit we gain by it. 


* 
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We, in good truth, have not left the Pope, 


And we heartily wiſh he had ſo behaved him- 
ſelf, that there had been no Occation for any 
Diviſion amongſt us. But it was come to 
That Iſſue, that we muſt either leave Him, 
or Chriſt. And He would agree with us up- 
on no other Terms, than Thoſe which Na- 
haſh King of the Ammonites formerly made 
with (a) the Men of Jabeſh, viz. that He 
might thruſt out all their right Eyes: For He 


would deprive us of the Holy Scriptures, the 


of our Salvation, and all the Hope we 


have in Chriſt Jeſus. And upon no other 


Conditions will he agree with us. 

As to their Brags, of the Pope's being the 
onely Succeſſor of Peter, and therefore ha- 
ving the Holy Ghoſt within him, and being 
unable: to Err, it is all a Jeſt. God hath 
promiſed; His Grace to a Pious Mind, and to 
one that Fears Him; not to Sees, and Succeſ- 
fious. © Riches, ſays St. Ferom, may make one 
* Biſhop more Powerful than the reſt; but all 
* Biſhaps, whatſoever they be, are the Succeſ- 
* ſors of the Apoſtles. If the Place and Con- 
ſecration onely be ſufficient, then Man | 
ſucceeded David, and Caiaphas Aaron, and an 
dol hath often ſtood in the Temple of God. 
Faere was one. Archidamus, in former Days, 
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a Locedamoman, that uſed to baaſt much of 
his Lineage, being defcended from Hercules ; 
whom Nicoſtratus thus reprimanded for his 
Inſolence : © One would not, fays He, take 
* you to be a Deſcendant of Hercules x tor He 
« uſed to deſtroy all Ml Men, and You make 
Good Men Bad. And ſo when the Phariſees \ 


(a) boaſted of their Lineage, that they were 
of the Stock and Seed of Abraham ; I, ſays 
Chriſt, ft to kill me, a Man that hath told 
you the Truth, which I have beard of, God: 
This did not Abraham: Te are of your Fa- 
ther the | Devil, and the Lufts of your Father 
ye will do. 

Yet, that we may allow fomething to Suc- 
ceflion ; Did the Pope onely ſucceed Peter ? 
In what Particular, I. pray? In what Point 
of Religion? In what Office? In what Part 
of his Life hath he fucceeded him > Where- 
in was Peter ever like the Pope 


or the Pope 3 
like Peter Unleſs they will ſay, as — 


haps they may, that when Prter was at Rome, 
he never Taught the Gofpel, never Fed his 
Flock ; that he took away the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heavefi, and hid. his Lord's Ta- 
lent; or that he only ſat in State in his Pa- 
hce of St. John Laterane, and pointed out 
all the Places of Purgatory, and the ſeveral 
Kinds of Punifhments, committing ſome Poor 


— — 
1 


Dre 1 * 


Souls 
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Souls to be Tormented, and Releaſing others 
at his Pleaſure, according as he is paid for it; 
that he ordered Private Maſſes to be ſaid in 
every Corner, and mumbled over Divine Ser- 
vice in a Voice not to he heard, and in a 
Language not to be underſtood by the Peo- 
ple; that he ſet the Holy Sacrament in eve - 
ry Temple, and upon every Altar ; and had it 
carried about before him onan Ambling Nag, 
with Bell and Candle, whereſoever he went ; 
that Oil, Wax, Wooll, Bells, Chalices, Tem- 
ples, and Altars were conſecrated with his 
holy Breath; or, that he expoſed to Sale Ju- 
bilees, Graces, Liberties, Advowſons, Preven- 
tions, Firſt-fruits, Palls, the Uſe of Palls, 
Bulls, Indulgences, and Pardons ; or, that he 
aſſumed the Title of Chief-Prieſt, Biſhop of 
Biſhops, Holy of Holies; uſurped the Right 
and Authority of other Biſhops over their 
Churches; exempted himſelf from any Civil 
Power ; made War himſelf, and was the Oc- 
caſion of it amongſt other Princes; and was 
carried about upon the Shoulders of Noble- 
men, in a Golden Chair, a Crown of Labels 
on his Head, a Perſian Robe on his Shoulders, 
a Royal Scepter in his Hand, with a Diadem 
of Gold ſparkling with Jewels. Theſe Things, 


no doubt, were formerly done by Peter at 


Rome, and gradually delivered down to his 
Succeſlors z for they are the ſame that the 
Popes of Rome now do, and after ſuch a man- 
ner, as if the Whole of their Religion con- 


liſted 
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ſiſted therein: Or, perhaps, they will rather 
ſay, that the Pope does all theſe things Now: © 
that we know Peter did in his Time; name- 
ly, that he goes into all the World; that he 
preaches the Goſpel, not only Publickly, but 
alſo from Houſe o Houſe ;, and that be is in- 
flant in fea on and out of ſeaſow ; that he does 
the Work of an Evangeliſt; that he Fulfils the 
Miniſtry of Chriſt, is the Watchman of. the 
Houſe of Iſrael, and receives the Oracles and 
Words of God, and delivers them unto the 
People as he received them; that he is the 
Salt of the Earth, and the Light of the World 
that he Feeds not himſelf, but his Flock, 
does not intangle himſelf with the Worldly 
Cares of this Lite ; that he does not behave 
himſelf as being Lord over God's Heritage, 
and that he is deſirous not to be miniſtred un- 
to, but to mimiſter unto ;, that he looks upon all 
Biſhops as his Equals ; is ſubje& unto Princes, 
4 unto them that are ſent by God, and ren- 
ders unto Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's ; 
and that he acknowledges the Emperor to be 
his Lord and Maſter, as the Biſhops of Rome 
formerly did, without any Exception, And 
unleſs the Popes now-a-days will conform 
themſelves to the Things aforeſaid, as Peter 
did, I ſee no Reaſon they have to boaſt ſo 
much of Peter's Name and Succeſſion ; and 
much leſs to complain of our deſerting Them, 
and to pretend to bring us back again to Their 
Friendſhip and Faith, There goes a m__ 
of 


edemonian, that was ſent 
e King of Perſa to treat of 
a League, an zance finding ſome of the 
Courtiers at Dice, returned Home again im- 
mediately, without delivering his Meflage ; 
and being asked, Why he had neglected to do 
as he had been commanded by the Publick? 
He anſwered, * That he thought it would bea 
very great Diſgrace to his Commonwealth to 
enter into an Alliance with Gameſters. Now 
if we ſhould be inclined to Return to the 
Pope and his Errors, and enter into a League 
not only with Gameſters, but alſo with much . 
worſe Mens it would not only be a Blot in 
our Reputation, but would alſo highly en- 
danget the kindling God's Wrath againſt us, 
_ the = V of — Souls. 
or we ſeparated our ſelves from Him, who, 
we ſaw, had kept the whole World in Dak: | 
neſs for many Apes, who moſt preſumptu- . 
ouſly declared that he could not Err, and that 
whatever he did was above the Cenſure of 
any Mortal Man, nay, of Kings, of Empe- 
rors, of the whole Clergy, or even of the. 
whole World, though he drew after him a 
Thouſand Souls into Hell; from Him, who 
took * him not only the Government of 
Men, but alſo to command the Angels of 
God to go and come, to Carry Souls to Pur- 
gatory, and Releaſe them Thence, at his Plea- 
fure: Whom St. Gregory affirms to be the 
Forerunner and Standard-bearer of RS, 
an 
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and to have Renounced the Catho- 
lick. Faith; from whom even the Chief of 
Thoſe; who now oppoſe the Goſpel and the 
known Truth, have of their own accord, ere 

this, ſeparated themſelves z and would gladly 


now again, if the Brand of „the 
8 it, and the Cenfure of the Bronte 
did not reſtrain them. To conclude; we have 
departed from Him, to whom we had no Ob- 
ligation, and who had nothing in the World 
to ſay for himſelf, but the Virtue of his See, 
and a Continuance of Succeſſion. And in- 
deed, We, of all the World, have the beſt 
Reaſon for our Separation. For even Thoſe / 
of our Kings that have been moſt ſubſervient 
to the Authority and Faith of the Biſhops of 
Rome, have long enough ago been ſenſible of 
the Yoke and Tyranny of Popery. The Bi- 
ſhops of Rome took the Crown off the 
Head of King Henry the Second, and forced 
him, in the Quality of a Private Man, all 
Majeſty laid afide, to wait upon their Legate 
with Submiſſion and Humility, that he might 


be the Sport of his own Subjects. Then, 


armed Biſhops, Monks, and great part 
4 Nobility, againſt King John, and 15 
ſolved all his Subjects from their Oath of 
Allegiance, and at laſt moſt Impiouſly de- 
prived him both of his Kingdom and of his 
Life. They Perſecuted that Glorious Prince 
Henry the Eighth with their Curſes and Ex- 
communications; ſometimes they ſet the Em- 
| pire 
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pire upon him, ſometimes France; and uſed 
their utmoſt Endeavours to compaſs the Ruin 
and Deſtruction of our Country. Fools as 
they were, to think that ſo brave a Prince 
was ſo eaſily to be frightned, or ſo Great a 
Kingdom to be devoured at one Morſel ! And 
yet, as if all this were not ſufficient, they 
would have the whole Realm to be Tributary 
to Them, and did Yearly exa& moſt unrea- 
ſonable Taxes. So Dear did our Alliance 
with Rome coſt us! Wherefore, fince they 
have got thus much of us by Extortion, by 
Fraud and Cunning, there can be no reaſon 
why we may not endeavour, by Lawful Ways 
and Means, to Recover it again; or why Our 
Kings now, of equal Authority with their 
Anceſtors, having ſeen into the Errors of 
theſe Men, may not Recall thoſe Privileges, 
which their Anceſtors, in the Ignorance and 
Stupidity of former Ages, deceived with an 
Opinion of their Feigned Piety and Holineſs, 
out of Religion freely gave them: For that 
Grant is void, which is not confirm'd by the 
Will of the Donor; and that cannot be called 
a Perfect Will, which is blinded and impoſed 
upon by Error. Ts 
Thus you ſee, Chriſtian Reader, that it is 
no new Thing, if at preſent the Chriſtian 
Religion, which is but as it were of a Day's 
Growth, but beginning to ſpring up again, 
ſhould be treated with Calumny and 
proach ; ſince it is but the ſame Reception 
which 


the Clamours of our. Adverſari 


Church of England. 36 I 
which Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles 
with. But however vou Ic 


your {elf to be impoſed upon 


here plainly laid before ol che Ghote Sub- 
ſtance of our Religion; What our Sentinients 


are of God the ather, of his onely Son Je- 


ſus Chriſt, of the Holy © tft, of the 9 
of the Sacrainents, of the he Mini 
[Holy Scripturi of the Ceremonies, 5 — 
We Een oint of the Chriſtian Faith. 
ve declared, That we do utterly deteſt 
5 abhor all thoſe Old . Herelies, 1 5 — 
ave, been condemned either by the Holy 
E 2 Ae: the Seht as Plagues 
and Cala Bag] uſe 8 r utmoſt Endea- 
wur to iſcipline of the 
Church, 2 5 1. our Nee rtaes have brought 
very low; We puniſh all Debauchery and 
Liicentiouſneſs, according to the ancient and 
approved Laws of the Country, with all 


cohyenient Severity ty z Ws preſerye the State 


& : 


. Affairs juſt 552 we found them, without 
1 A Change 422 Hunan ous % Mat that 
to keep up the Grandeur 

of A inces z e have withdrawn god 
* ſelv&s from that Church, which they had 
a a Den of Thieves, which was in no re- 
ſpect Perfect, nor at all like to. the Church 
of God, and which they themſelves confeſſed 
do have Erred in iy Thing z a8 Lot did 

from 


| 


| 


| thority or Conſent 
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from Hoon, and Abraham fr ot Waldes not 

for tlie lake of Contentis 15 by the Ad- 
rpotition and Command of God : We have 
choſen out of the Holy $8 ptures, which we 
know to be infallible, a Set-Form of Religion, 
and have Returned to Nen Primitive Church 
of the Ancient Fathers and Apoſtles, . that is 
to ſay, to the very I oundation and | Original 


of Chriſt's Church. 


the Council of Trent, 
boder we ſaw nothing was to be done with 
uſtice or, Order, where all were bound by 


And, ind we ic not; TAR for the Au- 


an Oath to fide with one. 'Man, where, the 


© Ambaſſadors of our Princes were lighted, 
none of our Divines ſuffered to ſpeak, . and 
where Faction and Ambition were openly pro- 
ſeſſed;) but we Reſtored a Settled our 
Churches by a Provincial Convocation, 1 the 
Holy Fathers did formerly, and our Prede- 
ceſſors have ſince often done 3 and threw off, 
as it was our Duty, the Yoke and Tyr anny 
of the Biſhop of RAR, to whom we had no 
Obligation, and in whom we could perceive 
no Likeneſs either of Chriſt, St. Peter, the 
Apoſtles, or of any Biſhop whatſoever, To 
conclude, We agree amongſt our ſelyes in all 
Things relating to the whole Sum and Sub- 
ſtance of the Chriſtiati Religion, and with one 
Voice and one Spirit worſhip God and the 

Father of our Lord Jeſus Ctiriſt. | 


Where- 
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Wherefore,: Good Chriſtian Reader, ſince 
ou ſee the Grounds and Cauſes of our having 
eformed Religion, and departed from Theſe 

Men, you. ought not to wonder that-we choſe 
rather to obey our Saviour Chriſt than Men. 
St. Paul adviſed. us not to ſuffer our ſelves to 
be carried about with divers and ſtrange Doc- 
trinet, but eſpecially to avoid them which cauſe 
Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doc- 
trine which they Baue received from Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. | 


Their Tricks;and Artifices have long ſince 


\ 


(as the Bird of Night at the Riſing of the 


Sun) vaniſhed at the Appearance and Light 
of the Goſpel; and though they were reared 
up even to the Skies, they on a ſudden, and 
of themſelves, ſunk to nothing: For it is 
not to be ſuppoſed that all theſe things hap- 
pened merely by Chance: No, it was the 
Will and Pleaſure of Almighty God, that in 
ſpite of all its Enemies, the Goſpel of Jefus 
Chriſt ſhould at This Time be ſpread -abroad 
over the Face of the whole Earth; and there- 
fore Men, obeying the Commands of God, 
have of their own accord betaken themſelves 
to the Doctrine of . Jeſus Chriſt. 

We, in Good Truth, expected neither Glo- 
ry, Riches, Pleaſure, nor Eaſe, from this Se- 
parat ion; for all Thoſe our Enemies abound 
with z and we enjoyed a much Greater Share 
of them when we agreed with them. 

M 2 Neither 
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Neither do we ſhun Peace and Concord ; 
but we will not fight againſt God, to be at 
Peace with Men. * The Name of Peace, ſays 

Hi 1 delightſul; but Peace is one thing, 


age is another. For ſhould Chriſt 
* kept filent, Ny which is what they would 
have) that the uth of the Goſpel might 
be betrayed, that their Miſchievous Errors 
might be concealed, that Chriſtians might 
be kept in the Dark, — that they might 
openly conſpire againſt God this could not 
be called a Peace, but a cd Impious Cove- 
nant of Slavery. © There is ſuch a Thing, ſays 
* Nazianzene, & unprofitable Peace; and again, 
© there is a profitable Diſcord : For a Peace 
2 * ought to be ſought conditionally, as far as it 
© 15uſt and. lawful ; otherwiſe Chriſt himſelf 
(aa) came not to. ſend Peace on Earth, but a 
Sword. Wherefore if the Pope would have 
us reconciled to him, it is his Duty firſt to 
reconcile himſelf to God. For hence it is, 
* ſays St. Cyprian, that there ariſe ſo many 
* Schiſms, becauſe Men negle& to ſearch for 
* the Original, and to betake themſelves to the 
1 55 Holy Scriptures, the Fountain of All; and 
do not follow the Precepts of their Heavenly 
Teacher: For, ſays he, that is not Peace, 
but War. Nor can he be faid to be a Mem- 


** 
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(a) Mar. 10. 34. 
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their Dainties; and, without doubt, all mi 
Noiſe and Outery, is, only that they may the: 
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don-mongers, the 
and all ſuch as ſy 155 
ſerve nat our Lor 


eſus Chrift 


heir own 
Bellies. In former Ages theſe — of People 


a great deal ; but now-a-days they count 


thoſe Things Loſs to them, which are Gain 


to Chrift. And_ the Pope himſelf 


at preſent, that Charity grows cold; that is, 


that his Revenue is not ſo conſiderable as it 
uſed to be, And for this Reaſon does he 


endeavqur to throw all the Odium he can 


upon us, loa with Reproaches, and con- 
demns us fi — that thoſe that are 
ignorant e Matter, may take us for the 
vileſt Wretches upon Earth. However, in the 
mean time, we are not in the leaſt out of 
Countenance at it; Nor ought we, ſure, to be 


aſhamed of the Goſpel ; for we Et a Walde 
alue 


— did not Ambition, Gl — 5 
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Valve upon the Glory of God, than the Opi- 
nion of Men. We know all — — | 
be True, and cannot do Violence to our Con- 
ſcienoes, nor bear Witheſs againſt God. For 
2 F we deny any part of the Goſpel of Jo- 
Cbriſt before Men, he will alſo deny us be- 
font bis Father. And if there be any yet 
that reſolve to be offended, and will not bear 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, they are blind Lea- 
ders of the Blind: And we muſt nevertheleſs 
the Truth, and prefer it before all 
ings, and wait with Patience for the Judg- 
ment of God. * 
I the mean time, let our Enemies look 
about them, conſider what they are doing, 
and take ſome Thought about their Salva- 
tion, and leave off to Hate and Perſecute the 
Goſpel of the Son of God, leſt they one Time 
find him a Redreſſer and Avenger of his own ' 
Cayſe. God will not ſuffer himſelf to be 
mocked. The World has been long ago ſen- 
ſible of what is in Agitation. This Flame, 
the more it is ſtifled, the fiercer will it blaze 
and ſpread. Their Infidelity will be no hin- 
drance to the faithful Promiſe of God. But 
if they will till retain"their Obſtinacy, and 
renounce the Goſpel gf "Chriſt, Publicans 
and Sinners ſhall ſooner-gain Admittance into 
the Kingdom of God, than They. 


(4) Mat. 10, 33, 
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God and the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt open their Eyes, that they may ſee 
the Blefled Hope w they are called; 
that We may All with one Accord Glorifie 
Him the Onely True God, and the fame 
In Oy ſent down to us from 


yen, : 

To Whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, 
be «ſcribed all Honour and Glory, 
and for Evermore. Amen. 
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